







TO THE REA^>ER. 


Our AtabUn having met with foicind entertain- 
ment in this nation, (ince he put on the Englith 
drefs, is refolvcd to continue his garb, and yifit you 
as often as convenience will permit. 

He brings along with liim many foreign commo- 
dities, to gratify tlie various cxpc6l:ation3 of people ; 
his cargo, confilling of jen^cls and other rarities, 
^which are the genuine pioduft of the Eaft, an 4 feme 
kinds of merchandise, which he has purchafed here 
in die Weft during his refidence at Paris. 

It will be pity to affront thi» honeft ftranger, by 
railing fcandals on him, as if he were a counterfeit, 
and I know not what } this will appear inhofpitable, 
and unwoltliy of the Englifli candour and gencrofity. 

To fpeak without an allegory, in thij third vo- 
lume of Letters, as in the* former two, you will find 
an exafl: continuatioii of modern hiftory, acquaint- 
ing you witli all the memorable fieges, battles, and 
campaigns, dwt were in Europe, fiOni the year 164J 
to 1649^ with alf the rcmaikablc negotia- 

tions and tranfaftlons of Hate, embaffies, leagues, 
and overtures of princes j the policies and intrigues 
of public minifters, cfpeciaily chofe of Cardnd Ma- 
xinni ; the great andlfti^^dlpus revolutions^ and 
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uv^^^arsul £tiglaud| ChittS, TSTapjOs Turkey, and 
Paris ; the ‘prodigious rife of a poor young bcardlefs 
fiflierman.to the height of fovert ign powj:r iJie clif- 
mal tragedies of an Eiiglifli king, and Chiiicfc em- 
peror; with the murder of*a Turkilh fultan ; and all 
ihcfe intermixed with proper and ufeful remarks, 
pleafaiit and agr cable (lories, couched in a (lyle, 
wdiich being peculiar to the Arabians, cannot be 
matched in any other writings that are extant.. 

If his pliiJofophy will not abide the teft of our 
learned virtuofi, yet it may pafs muftcr in a Maho- 
metan, (ince it is taken for granted, that the men of 
tliat faith rarely apply themfelvcs to fuch lludies, or 
at Icall not in the method ufed in Chriftian fahools ; 
they may have the finie ideas of natural things 
we, but they exprefs themfelvcs in a dilTerent man- 4 
lien • 

As for his morals, they arc folid and grave, and 
fuch as could not be reprehended even in a Chrillian 
writer, if wc reduce what he fays to univerfals ; for, 
abllrafting from the particular obligations he had to 
his native religion, and to the Grand Signior, w'hofe 
llave he was, there will be found little diffciencc be- 
tween his ethics and ours ; he every whcie recom- 
mends. loyalty, juttice, fortitude, temperance, pru- 
dence, and all thofc other virtues w hich are lequiiite 
to ill! up the charadlcr of a hero or a faint. 

And who will not bear with him for patronifing 
the religion and intcreft in which he was bred ? it 
being natural for all men to adl^^ns to the notions 
they fuck<:d in with their mother’s milk^ In 
this a|fo he (hcAvs gruit moderation, and a more un- 
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biafl’jd temper than one would exptfk fiom a 'i’lfrk, 
wliicli may in part be afcribc^ to his ftudyi»ig in the 
Chr'dlian academies, his converfatioft wtfh the learn- 
edcH men in Paris^ and fome of the moft accom- 
pli ilied per Ions in the woMd. Hence it was that he 
was accutsd by his fiiperiors at the Ottoman Porte, 
of inclining to Chriftianity or athetfm ; as he takes 
notice, in his apology to a religious dignitary, in the 
firR letter of the third book of this -volume, page 
182, to which the reader is referred for farther fa- 
tisfa£tion. 

In his moft familiar letters, fuch as this laft men- 
tioned, and others to his intimate friends, you ‘>nU 
find fomc expreifions, difeovering a certain 6*1 :ncis 
and ftrength of thought, which is not v«y common 

Chriftian writers y which is an argument tha^t the 
R^ahometans are no^ all fuch blockheads as we uke 
them for. 

And though his pidfure, which vix have affixed to 
our tranflation, fince we had the iuiija t.^me'., 
prefents no extraordin.ry perfon, yet yoa kiK)'v 
venaUs remark, Fronti nulU fides.” And !t .i,is 
been a common obfervation of one of ihe greateft 
pbilofopliers ir this age, “ That by 7 us outward 
afpeef, no man would guefs what an illuftrious foul 
lodged within.” 

If you would know how tlie Italian came by this 
pi£lurc ^foi in h’s preface Re aflorts it to be the true 
effigies of this Arabian), he fays, that being ao 
quainted with the fccretary of Cardinal Mazarini, 
and irequetiting ifis houfc, he faw a pi£luje hang 
in his cloleti with this infcripciop at the bottom^ Tl- 
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TUS\DE MOLDAVIA, CLERTCUS. TEtatiS fu 3 C LXXII. 
He aflced the gentleman who this Titus was, who 
informed him, that he was a great traveller, and un- 
dcrftcod many languages, cfpecially the 8clavonian, 
Greek, and Arabic, on whidfi account Cardinal Rich- 
lieu, and his fucceHor Mazarini; liad made- great ufe 
of him ; and that the latter had caufed that pifliure 
of the Moldavian to be drawn and hung up in his 
clofet, from whence he had it. Our Italian being 
fatisfied, after fome difeourfe about him, that this 
ftranger was the very Arabian whofe writings he had 
fo happily found, got leave of the gentleman to have 
a draught of the pi£lure taken by a ikilful limner, 
which he afterwards placed in the front of hts tranf- 
lation. 

There is one of thefe letters, page ax 8, wants a 
beginning in the Italian- copy, v'hich the author of 
that tranflation takes notice of in his preface, fay- 
ing, that by fome accident or other, the Arabic pa- 
per had been torn afunder, and one part was mil- 
fing. 

There needs no more to be faid, but to acquaint 
the reader that we are going forward with the Eng- 
lifti tranflation of thefe letters as faft as we can j fo 
that iij all probability you may expeft a fourth vo- 
lume before Chriftmas, wherein you will find more 
particular remarks on our Englifii alFairs, with poli- 
tical difeourfes on the original and diflfolution of go- 
vernments ; as alfo many curious paflages during the 
wars of Paris, which have not h^herto come to pub- 
lic vi|w^. In fine, you will there tc informed of all 
the |emarkable everts that happened at that time, 
cither in peace or war, on the whole globe. Adieu. 
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JuETTER J.— Mahmut, an Arabian at Paris y to Na- 
than Blm §addi, a Je*iv at Vienna, ‘ 

I Bi-LiivE ihe newb uf my imprifonment might fill thee 
widi doubts of thy own liberty, and make thee careful 
to avoid, at Vienna, fuch a misfortune as bcfel me at Pa- 
1 is ; yet if thou wert much furprifed at this accident, it 
is an argainciit that thou art but a novice in the world, 
and art yet to learn the firft rudiments of ufcful wifdom, 
Avlijch teach us “ tliat there is no ftedfaltnefs in human 
affairs.*' t* 

There has nothing happened to me in this which I 
\wi& not before piovided for ; neither did the fiiddcnncfs 
of the event make me change countenance. I fuiiled at 
tlic fulfilling my own prtfages, and went to prifon as 
unconcerned as I would have gone home to my lodging ; 
not that I would have thee think I was infcnf^le^of a 
lofs fo afilifting as that of liberty r#but my chains did 
n/.///. ' A ' 
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not appear fo very formidable, having made them fami- ^ 
liav to my thonglUs lon^beforc. 

WiiCii I firil came to Paris, I looked on tnyftlf but as 
a prifoner at hu i;c, owing the freedom I had to walk a- 
bdut only to the rarelefsnefc of the ftatc and the favour 
of deftiny ; fo that when that indulgence was retrench- 
ed, no new thing hajipened to me. What I had cxpedl- 
cd for feven years together, could not feem ft range when 
it came to pais. 

By what I have faid, thou mayefl learn to prepare 
thyfclf for the worft events, which commonly ftcal upon 
the feciire and unthinking, bei.ig wrapped upju greater 
darknefs and lilence than the moments which bring them 
to light. Thcfe Aide away without our advertifemeiit, 
iinfecn, unheard : neither can our watches or dials inform 
us any thing of them till they aie pafled ; fo there is no 
index to point out to us the hidden decrees of fate till 
they arc accompliflied 5 no ephen^eris of deftiny, but our 
own experience. 

Thou, and all thy nation, aic fufpcclcd by the Chri- 
fUans ; they citeem you enemies of their intereft as well 
as of their law. Tlicy df fpife and vilify you, calhng you 

the accurfed of God yet they admit you as mem- 
bers of their commonwealth ; they lyccive you to the 
proteAion of their laws, and en trull you with their fe- 
crets, that they may fci*vc themfelves of your money. 
Thus? are you become bankers for your fworn enemies ; 
and while you profefs an eternal obedience to the injunc- . 
tions of Mofes, you make^ underhand leagues with the 
difciples of jefus. I do not accufe your commerce with 
tliofe infidels ; but I fay you have rcafon to be upon your 
guard when you arc environed whh. fo many millions of 
iTicn^iesi They are not ignorant of the intimacies be- 
:'vcen the minifters the Sublime Porte and thofc of 
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thy nation ; It is common in the mouths of the’Frcnch. 
that the Jews are die Turks inSelligeocers. Thou ought • 
eft thcrcfoie’to have a fpecial regard to thy coiulu6\, that 
no imprudent adlioii may expofe thee to the jealoufy of 
the ftatc where thou refideft.* That court is full of eyes ; 
and thou haft need of a ftridlcr veil than what thou wear- 
Ift in the fynagogue. The very walls of thy houfe will 
betiay thee, and thy domeftics may prove thy grcateft 
enemies ; yet fufpe^l none more than thyfelf. This will 
not feem harfh counfel, if thou rcfledleftT twice on it, 
there being nothing more certain, than that it is not fo 
eafy to drfend one’s felf from him in whom we.confidP, 
as from one we ai e jealous of ; and every man is apt to 
put too much truft in himfclf. I believe thou art faith- 
ful, and athorreft treachery ; yet, at the fame time, thou 
may eft be remifs and weak. What could not be extort- 
ed from thcc by an open enemy, may be difeovered by 
the infinuations of a pretended friend. Thy own good 
nature may cajole thee ; and therefore it will be no fmall 
point of wifdom to beware of thyfelf.” As for con- • 
tingencics, I advife thcc not to be perplexed about them, 
or be uneafy. Thou canft not avoid the inevitable ap- 
pointments of Heaven ; only be ready for the worft that 
may happen, fince thou canft never be certain of any 
thing. 

Thy predecefTor Carcoa was a man of exquifite fore- 
caft, always on his watch, prying into the dark orb of 
, futurities ; yet an accident furprifed li»m once, of which 
his ftricteft caution never gav^: him warning. I read it 
:m one of his letteis to tV.e Kaimacham, which thou fent- 
eft me from Vienna. 'I’lic ftv,ry is this : As he was one 
day writing difpatcIftcs*to the Porte, a ceitaiu tame bird 
which he kept for hiG divertifemciit, fnatches froift the 
table the paper on which he was v^l-jting to the tefter* 
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dar, and die window bein^ open> flies with it out into 
the ftreets. The paper was dropped in the garden of tlic 
Auguftin friars at the very moment when the Spanifli am- 
balTador was walking there with the general of that ol- 
der. It is true, the letter v^as unliniihedy no name fub- 
feribed, and fo Carcoa efc^ped an imminent hazard of 
his life ; but the fecrcls therein contained gave a vatt 
lafpicion to the Imperial Court, it being foon carried to 
the pnncipal fecrctary of ftatc, and by him communi- 
cated to the emperor and divan. StriA inquifition was 
made throughout the city for the author of that letter ; 
a reward, of a thoiifand rixdollars promifed to,;aDy that 
would difeoyer him. The bird was feen by many to fly 
along, with a paper iu her bill, but from whence (became 
none kne\^, nor had any curious eye attended Iter uncer- 
tain motiottsf ; no man divining, that that paper was 
defigned to tranfmit to the ever-happy Porte, the mod 
important .counfels of the German ^mpire. Neither was 
Carcoa’s hand taken notice of, having lived vciy private- 
ly, and ufed anoUw charaAcr in his common dealings ; 
but how near was he to a difcoveiy, when he fays himfllf 
in his letter, that he wanted but five words to the con- 
clufiou, where he would have fubferibed his name ! From 
hence thou mayeft learn, that a mariner in a temped, a- 
mottgft rocks and fandsy runs not greater hazards tlian he 
who aAs in 4^7 dation. 

HoWever, thou mayeft now epntinue thy advices to 
Paris, but obferve the direAions of Eliachim, w'ho brings 
thee tliis letter. lie will . ipform thee of wluitfocver is 
ncceffary for thee to know, taking this jpurney on pur- , 
pofe to prevent the wakeful Jealoufy and afUve inquifi^., 
tion of >Catdin«l.Mazarmu,f«»m whqm nothing can be 
hid that «i truded to tlie Receive him with fin- 

^^ulat honour; he is ik\ Incorruptible friend of the Otto- . 
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nia;i forte. From him thou ihMt Icara tlm fafeft methods 
of our future correfpoiidcnce. 'He is the Apolld of thy 
nation ; aod his wifdom and fidelity will' be rei orded in 
the rcgifter of that empire, which fliall knew no earlitr 
period than the moon,* crefeent is her armj>, and 
jlie happy omen of her enefeafing luftre. 

When thou beholdell that noble enfign of Mahomet 
oil the top rtf the chief temple of jefus in Vienna, let ic 
augment thy veneration of our law, and convince thee, 
that all iiatioiid' mufi fubmit to tht menenger of God, and 
feal of the prophets. Be fiiithful and wife, and thou 
cauft not fnifs of happinefs. 

■p I , 

Paris, a8th of the 7th Moon, of the Year 1645, 
acco^ing to the Clirifiian fiylc. 


-r- ,,,rTT;,,;:-mr,grr:rr ■auariV!* z-:;:.':..: . ■ 

II. — To iie Kaiiviacham. ^ 

• 

Since tny releafe 1 have informed myfelf of fome paf* 
fages to which I was a ftrauger during my reftraint. The 
Tranfylvahian agent continues ftill at this court ; and his 
negotiation is not now a feertt. Monfieur Croifly is gone 
ambafiador-extratirdmary to Prince Ragotiki, on the 
lame errand fiom this a*own. The fubje£l matter of botli 
their embaflies is a league. Cardinal Mazarinl fufpef^ed 
tergiverfation in that prince, and that he would private* 
ly treat with the emperor, if the Grand Signior ihould 
.withdraw his alfiftance and protC611on fro’hi him, or if 
he himfcH fhould grow wcaiy^f the war* Wherefore 
Monfieur Croifly, according to the cardinaPs inftnidions, 
would not fign the league, till Ragotlki had called home 
hil kmbafladors, wlim Were treating with the Imperialifts 
atTymc, and fent away the German envoy finms his 
camp* 
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The lea^ifue being concluded, he infilled on the necefc ^ 
fity the prince lay under^of marching his army nearer to 
Toi-lKiifon the Swedifh general, that fo they might 
po-t one another againft the German forces. 

This was the pretence ; hut in reality it was dcfigned 
to engage the Tidiifylvanlails beyond the power of a re- 
treat, and to pod ilicm under the eye of the Swedifh ge- 
neral, who foon after pcffelfed himfelf of Tyine, the 
place a])pointtd for treaty between the Ixitperialifls and 
i'riiice Ragotlki. 

Jt is a town in the Lower Hungary, not far from 
ricfouigh. The Swedes entered this place the 17th of 
the 5th moon, but left a garrifon in it of fevcu hundred 
Jlungarian horfe and thi*ee hundred foot, according tO 
their articles with the befiegcd. 

Thcfc were foon forced to quit the town by Count 
i^orgatfeh, an Impcrialift, the Swedes and Tranfylvamans 
being marched a great diftance oW) and it is faid this 
Hungarian ganifou yielded not unwillingly to the Impe- 
rial aims. 

It is certain, General Torftenfon puts but fmall confi- 
dence in the. Hungarian foldiers ; for above fix hundred 
of the common fort deferted him the a9th of the 5th 
moon, and the rell raifed fucli frequent tumults and mu- 
^tinies, that their commanders ftood in more fear of them 
than of their enemies. It is reported Hkewife, that 
there has been lately no good underftanding between Ra- 
gotllci and Torftenfon, about the dcfigned fiege of Pf*cf- . 
burgh 5 the former feeming too much to favour the Hun- 
garians, and being rather inclined to cairy his arms into 
the emperor’s hereditary countries ; yet he would not 
confeiit that Prefburgh Ihould be' ift the hands of the 
Swedesi 

The Frciith fay,®that the prince is humorous and w'a- 
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vcrlng, yet of a fair intention } but that the greateH 
part of Ill's officers arc corrupted by the emperor •; and 
that therefore both' they and the common foldicrs were 
for peace ; only In's wife, his fon, and fome few of Lit 
eoiinfellors, perfuaded hirn tm adhere to the Swedes. 

They ad4> that the young prince, being in (Ir tilled by 
Tiis mother one day, in a fiill aflembly of the chief com- 
manders, made the following oration, Kagotiki himfclf 
being alfo prefent* 

“ Permit mej moft ferene and illiiftrious'^Priiice, my 
Royal Father, to perform the part of a dutiful fon, a 
faithful c«unfellor, and a loyal ful^edt. The law of na- 
ture and of nations entitles you to my obedience ; and 
the particular honour you have done me, in admitting me 
to your cabinet, obliges me to exemplify it, in an humble 
remonilrance of my fentiments, at a time when the inte* 
reft of Tranfykania calls for freedom of advice. 

It is with no fmall complacency that I now behbld 
you cncompafTed with a circle of heroes, whofe valour 
and fidelity may give fuch a luftre to your vidlorious 
arms as fiiall ecb’pfe the glory of the Roman and Grecian 
conquerors. The Alexanders, Cxfars, Scipios, and Han- 
iiihals, fiiall no longer draw the world into an admiration 
of their obfolete achievements^ The regifter of your 
deeds (hall foil their antiquated hiftorics ; whilfi Plutarch, 
Tacitus, and Livy, mull veil to modern pens, the record- 
ers of your matchlcfs adlions. * 

Let not the crafty infinuations of the German court 
warp your rcfolntions, ^ and c|jole you with the deceitful 
umbrages of peace, only to gain time, that they may 
more fuccefsfiilly carry on the war. Neither faffer your-, 
felves, already in part vidlonoiis, to be amufed with 
feigned treaties and overtures, which you cannot but fuf- 
pe£l. We are now in a condition ft) give the law, and 

A4 
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(hould fortune turn the tcale« it wiD ftill be in our power 
to make our own terms of compofition. The alliance of 
Sweden and France have raifed us to a capacity of brat- 
ing all Europe, whilil the one with a potent army on the 
Khine, the other on the Danube,' keep the Impcrialilts 
in fuch perpetual aSion, that it will be impoffible for 
them to barrier Germany from our 'conquering armsV 
Now is the time to raife Tranfylvania above the title of 
a tributary province, and reftore' this kingdom to her an- 
cient renown. If we mifs this opportunity, we mull for 
ever be flaves to the Turks or Germans. Let us not 
feek any longer proteAion, but from the juiliec of our 
caufe, and the dint of our fwords. Let not France and 
Sweden boaft of their Turenue, their Torftenfon, as if no 
other nation could furnlHi the world with famous gene- 
rals ! Whilft Prince Ragotflti lives, and lives at the head 
of fuch an army, your fidelity and courage fhall render 
his name more terrible than that of Tamerlane, and his 
attempts more profperous than ihofe of Scanderbeg ; 
and our poftcrlty fhall be obliged to rnire pyrarr.ii: to 
your honour ; and, from your prefent aehlcvciTK^nlP, "lii 
date a new epocha, the eternal memoir of Traiifylvanlirs 
redemption.” 

It is faid, that Ragotfia was not very well plcafed with 
£fs fon’s fpccch, fufpefting that he held fome private 
corrcfpondence with Torftenfon, for whom he had no 
great tiffeftion. Laft moon he infifted earneftly on the 
money and men promifed him' by Rebenftock ; but Ge- 
neral Torftenfon thought it^fufficieiit that he himfclf was 
lb near him with his forces ; yet, left he ihould take an 
occafion of difeontent, he fent him a fupply of money ; 
though he was not without fome appi^henfions that the 
princ^ having received' it» would underhand treat with 
the emperor. 
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It is faid here^ tliat a Chiaus was arri\cd in the Tian- 

*fi »■ » 

fylvanian camp, cxprefsiy fot^iddiag Ragotiki to enter 
jjpto the, hereditary provinces of the emperor ; but that 
he, truffingto the ftrength of his army (which confifts 
•of live-and- twenty thouiand Germans, Tranfylvanians, 
Hungarians, and WaUachians), was refob id to purfuc 
ills firft refolution. 

Thou knoweft what reafons thc^Povte had to fendhir.i 
this prohibitiori. The French fay It was out of fear th.iL 
he would join with the emperor's forces. 

By this thou maycil know what opinion the infidel.! 
entertain of the mcafiiics taken by the foyerc'gn divan. 
Th.cy defcar.t at liberty, whilll I fend up vowrs to Hea- 
ven for the csiiltation of the Ottoman empiic. 

Puri^i of the 8ih Moon, of the Year 1645. 


life In/lrt^^cd In all Knowledge^ the Venerable 
Mufti. 

holy interpreter of the facred law ! may tlie Di- 
vine light guide thee beyond the errors of human frailty. 
1 am amongil infidels, enemies to the truth ; whq ypt 
feem as ceriain of being m the right as thou art fare they 
are in the wrong. They hate us with an Inveterate ha- 
tred. I mufi diffemble my refentments ; whilft, with tiic 
low'ell proftrations to the Unity, I ceiebrate his gJoriouh' 
mercy, who has fent us fach a liar to guide our feet into 
the way of peace. 

The Qt^riflians fco^ at the faithful people, as divided 
into fevcral fefts. Would my death could wipe out thofc 
ireproaches, and vindicate the honour of the holy profef- 
fipn. * I could retort, that error fhows itfclf infinite in 
them j but I muft hold my peace,^ and reftrain myfelf. 

A5 
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kft my zeal tranfport me beyond difcretion ; remember^ 
ing I am not fent here to ^ifputCy but to a£k fecretly foi* 
my great mafter, whofe empire be extended over aH the 
habhable woild. *• ^ 

Thefe poor wretches boaft much of their traditibnSf 
their facred fynods and fathers^ as if we ever wanted bo« 
ly men, woiklng wonders, and penetrating into the pro-# 
foundeft myfierics, by only wiping their eyes with the * 
duft of their feet. 

They talk much of faith and reafon ; at which I fmfle, 
as knowing it to be only education : yet, as the worit of 
people have fomctbing that ii good, fo theft are not 
wholly dcftitute of devotion. They pray often, %ut not^ 
fo often as the true believers, it being, as thou knoweft, ' 
a juft exception againft a witnefs amongft us, that h^' 
prays not fix times a-day/* They pray to men and wo*’’ 
men deceafed, whereas thou knoweft there is no Deity 
but one. They fail often, but not fo ftrlAly as the af-* 
fifted with the virtue of the fupiem^ difpenfer of gratSes^.^ 
They are charitable, but this hinders them not from ex* 
eluding all from the bleft abodes, who arc not of their 
bdief ; whereas thou afilirmeft (who ait the refolvcr of 
all the problems of faith) tliat it will go well at the laft 
dzy with all honeft people, feeing thefe have all the fame 
obje^ of worfhip, and their different religious are but 
a» So many different ways, which lead a man to the fame 
place of reft, like various roads to the lame city. 

Thefe Chriftians whip tliemftl ves often with fmall cords ; 
which humour, they fay, was fet on foot by an hermit’s 
preaching and example. N<ft many countries diftant from 
that where I am, there happened fuch an odd inftance of 
tUi extravagant zeal (which» was to be herghtened, it 
{earns, with the fumes of wine) as plainly juftifits our pro- 
phet’s wi&omi in changing the faithful to avoid it. It 
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was particularly the cudom of fevcral people In ttu9 placc> 
]ft their proceflionb, to whip themfelvesi till the blood 
ftldpamed down their frocks^ wliich were fo made^ as to 
cover their facts, and leave only ihcir backs bare. One 
of thefe zealots, difljrufting the firmnefs of his conftitu- 
tion, had taken fuch large draughts of this intoxicating 
Jlquor, that reeling up and down with his whip in liia 
hand, and hia head againft the walls, he was followed by 
all the boys of the town hooting after him, which lb 
lefTtncd the repute of this fottiih religion, a^made them 
ubftaiii for the future from this pompous ufage of it* 
What low thoughts have thefe people of the Almighty 
Lord of ; when, allovilng him to be Omnipotent, )et 
reprefent him to themfelves and others as delighting in 
cruelty ; ^whereas, thou knoweft this paifion is only to 
he found amongft the weak and mifcrable. 

Tliat the Divine Preferver of men may continue thee 
long for the edification of his cleft, are the paflio^ate 
wifiies of the meaneftof Uiy ftivants, Mahmut. 


Pans, 4th of tlie 8lh Moon, of the Year 1645. 


IV . — To Mustapiia, Berber Aga* 

W^ouLDto God I couM converfc with thee face to 
face in the fciaglio, as in fonnei times. 1 vent many paf- 
fionate wiflies to Coiiftaotinople, that happy rcfidesce of 
my beft fiiends, the nurfery of my childhood, the fchool 
of my youth, and, I hope, the future repofitoiy of my* 
old age. When 1 think of that city, it Is with a paffipn 
haidly ficond to that which I cbtrifh for the place of 
my nativity. In Arabia, it is tiuc, I firft faw the light 
of the fun, but it was in Qieece I received the mofo^ 
friendly illuminations ot the moon^ J;be fplendouri of tht 
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jtrne fiiithi wliicb, tjnough they clifciofe not to ns fo 
I >c]ear’a profpe& of tlie cajth and all its goietiesy yet they 
prefent us with an unveiled difeovery of the heavens a|d 
flarsi Aiowing ub paiadife with its glitteiiug inhahitasts, 
the purpkd colonies of tiue believers^ champions and 
martynof the eternal unity. In the delait 1 left my 
i&thcr, or Either hp left me, befoie 1 found *niy£elf, bcc 
• ing but an infant when he ditd, but in the city 1 found 
friends, ulmh is not a Icfb endearing title. He gave nu. 
but my birth, uheicby I cnteicd on the ttage of mlfe- 
rice, wjith which he foon aftet kft me to ftniggle, before 
I could diftinguilh mifery from happtnefs. But they 
gave me education, which taught me how to (Sun thofe 
evils v^hkh ate the natuial confequences of our birth ; 
fo that in the main, I am more iiukbtcd to them than to 
him« Let it be how it will, I cannot ceafe to love them, 
and often wi(h myfelf with them. This is a fecond na- 
ture^ And bccaufe 1 cannot ha\c my dciires fulfilled in 
that, 1 giatjfy myfelf by often writhtg to them. Should 
I make compavifons, thou wilt fay, I am a flatterer. 
Suffice it to tell thee, that thou art one of the number, 
whofe remembrance affeds me with fenfible compbcency. 
Yet I cannot wnte to thee, nor any of my friendb, lo 
often as 1 vwoald, without entrenching on the obligations 
' I have to the other miutlters of the Sublime Porte. 1 
fetid diipatchcs to all by tmns^ facrflicing my private le- 
gards j:o the cxpcdatlons of the jftate, and the pleafmc 
of my fupeiiors. ' 

Had I been at liberty, I could have fent tliee the car- 
Jieft news of the flaughtef which the Germans m^de 
three moons ago in the French army at Margcntheiin. 
It is not too late now to fay fomething of it. The im- 
lirilai. owe that triumph to the cailTdour of Tureniic> 
and tflb degenerate ci^ «f the Duke of Bavaria, who, 
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to lull the French in a &lal fceunty, lent an ag^nt illlto 
France to negotiate a peuc^, with deceitful overtliies 
4ind umbrage^ ; commanding allb, that none of bis 6 >h 
diers ftiottld dare to call the French thtir tiieinics. Ytt 
• feme lay the blame of thia 6vcrthrow on the Swedes, 
whofe unfeafonable fufpicion of a private iitaiy bptween 
the French and Germans, bindircd Torllenfoii fiom join- 
ing the former, and expofed Turenne, with his i aw and un*< 
experienced forces, to the nuineious army of veto an lAi- 
perialifts# 

It was a fatal engagement, and the French loft many 
brave men, bciides nn hundred and ££**7 commandeis 
%aken prifoners, fifteen hundred of the common foldieu, 
fifty enfigns, with many waggons, and four mules Iad(^ri 
with money. 

It is reported, that whilft Turenne, in the general le- 
treat and flight of his army, betook himfelf to Margen- 
theim, as he lay on his bed the iirft night, one of bh of- 
ficers V as coming to alarm him with the news of the Ger- 
mans approach to that town, but unfoitunatcly (lumbled 
at hib chamber door, with the noife of which Turenne 
awaked, and fearing fome attempt on his life, leaped 
oft his bed with his drawn fword, and making toward 
the door, juft as the olHcer opened it, he run him into 
the heart ; by which mift ikc he himfelf, and the ti^ps 
that were in tlie town with him, had like to have faUeo 
into the hands of the Bavarians. But receiving, notice 

their approach accidentally by fome other means, he 
withdrew his troops out of the town by a con^ary road, 
and efcaped the purfuit of ffis enemies. t 

This vi61o2y has given new courage to the 
and ha^ not much difjpirited the French, who are ^ this 
lofs errflaircd with* greater ardours, meditating a ^Imy 
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revenge- The genios of tlile court feems to be 
daunted, breathing nothing but war. 

I (hall not fail to fend thee fuch intelligence as will, 
dcmonftralt that Mahmut paffcB not aw^y his time in- 
vain. 

I pray the fovertign of as* many empires as there be 
worlds, to difanguirn thee by fomc particular maik of bis 
favour, from the ciowd of thofe^be makes hapj)y. 

Paris, 4th of the 8ch Mouti, of the Year z545t 


V- — To Shashim Istham, a Blacl Luttuch, 

* 

At length thou haft condefeendtd to beg my pardon, 
for the calumnies thy tongue has loaded me \vitli 41 I am 
not ill plcafed with thy letter ; it abounds with elegant 
eicprefiions of thy forrow, for an oiience to which thou 
liadft no provocation. Thy fubmiflion, though late, 
bates toy refentment ; and, if thou perfoimeft tliy pro- 
mife, it is banifticd. The firft etime fo ingcnuoully ac- 
knowledged, claims a title to foigivcncfs^ Let eternal 
oblivion fcal it. 1 am not by nature revengeful. I ra* 
ther bluiTi fior ftiamc, than grow pale with anger at him 
that injures me* Yet fclf prefervation will roufe our choler, 
which is the mod adive humour, and precipitates many 
K) violent courfes. The eSsA it has on me, is to put 
me on my guard, left he who has wronged me, without 
any (igns of repentance, fhould continue his malice to 
my deftrudiion. But thou difperfed all my fufpi- 
cions by thy feafonable addrefsi and if 1 cannot pro- 
nounce thee innocent, 1 will believe thou art not incor- 
rigible. The beft advice I can give thee is, hencefor- 
wards to attend to thy. own affairs, andfefrain from thofe 
of others ; remembering the Arabian proverb^ ** He that 
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/peeps in tit his neighbour’s vrbiiovtf may chance to lofc 
his eyes.” There is a great d(^ of wifdom couched in 
tliefe (hort fentences. They are not the produA of one 
xnaa’s experience9 nor of a few, but they arc the refult 
of univcrfal obfervation ; and our country has been happy . 
above others in the choice of*hef proverbs. This that I 
enention^. Is peculiar to the eaft» yet I can produce an 
inilance whereby: it was lately verified in the wclL 
Tliere is hardly a night palTes in this populous city» 
wherein foihe murder is not committed iiu.the ftreets. 
Two nights ago a man was found dead on the ground 3 
^’hereupon a tumult was gathered about his bleeding car> 
caie. ili^ongfl. the reft, a fellow came crowding in, in. 
quifitive what fhould be the matter. Thofe who fiood 
by beholding liis clothes bloody, which he was not fen- 
fiblc of htmfelf, feized on him as the murderer. His 
wild looks increafed their jealoufy, and the incoherent 
words with which he endeavoured to excufe himfelfy jen* 
dered him guilty in tSe judgment of the rabble. They 
carried 'him before a cadi, by whom he was ftri6Uy eaa« 
mkied ; he ftoutly denied the h&f and no proof could 
be brought againft him but his ftained clotlies. It is the 
cuftom here, to put to the torture perfons fufpedled^qf' 
capital crimes, in order to draw a confeflion of the trutfav 
This they did to this poor wretch ; and in the extremity 
of his pains, he acknowledged he had killed his 'wife 
that evening, but was altogether innocent of this^ poor 
man’s death who was murdered in the ftreet. All the 
torments they inflicted could force no other confelfion 
from him, favc that whicli hfS real guilt prompted him 
to make, for which he was condemned to death accord* ^ 
ing to the laws. Thou feeft by this, that had he gode; 
about his bufinefs, Vithout prying into other men’s mat* ^ 
tei!% he might have efesped a diico^ery. But thatfmed* 
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dling hdi of the in^rydent betrayed him (nof ^without 
t{ie particular direfUon of fate) to a death which iudeed 
be merited, but 'not on the fcore of the murdered map, 
whom he went out of lus way to fee* , 

Thou wilt fay, this (lory^is not applicable to thy cafe, 
fince thou halt never yet^embrued thy hands in any man’b 
blood. I tell ihee, wliat I have fald was not defigned 
a reflection on thy pall offence (let it be forgotten) ; but 
as a caution for the fiituic, not to engage tl^yfelf in mat- 
ters out of thy fphcie ; for a bufy body never without 
tiuubles. 

Above all, I counfd thee to pra^lifc the goveinn|^t 
of the tongue, whicli is a great viilue, cfpccially in the 
court j of princes. The Aiabians fay, “ That a wife 
man’s foul repofes at thu loot of his tongue, but a fool’s 
IS ever dancing on the tip.” 

Thou haft no rcafpu lo take in ill part the freedom 
with which I advife ihte for thy good, uiikfb thou tbiiik- 
eft tltyfelf too old to leatu. But I have a better opi- 
nion of tliee than to lank thee among Pythagoras’s alTes. 

I base faid enough for a friend ; too much for an e/ie- 
my« It is in thy own choice to make me whkh thou 
pkjfeft. Adieu. 

i ^aris, 4*h of the 8th Moon, of the Vear 1645. 

V rT ‘ — ■ 

vs.-— To Zplim Rhodes^ Captain ef a Galley n 

'X'hou haft' never vouchiafed to acknowledge the advice 
1 lent thee fomc yeadrs agq» V a Chriftian’s defign againft 
t)>7 Itfe. Perhaps he wanted an opportunity to put his 
sevengr in execution that way ; and therefoie «the cau- 
tion gave thcf looked like a falfe alarm. Thou truft- 
cA in Ihy courage, ^th^ ftrengtb of thy ycffcl, the multi- 
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tude and fidelity of thy llavils,* hnd thinkcll thyfelf tn- 
"vulnerable. But let me tell theS, that neither* ffiy courajfSs 
thy vefTeh can defend thee from the ftroke of deltiqyy 
and thou hail no gi cater enemied than ihofe who eat thy 
bread. Whether it be the •continuance of thy cruelty, 
or the natural regret of fervkude has rendered them fo, 
* I know not ; but*if what I am informed of be true, thou 
art the mifcrablcft man in the world. Wert thou only 
in danger to lofe thylife by a ftab, a btilletiT or the fwlft 
effcAs of poiibn, it would be a happinefs in comparifon 
of the method that n now taken to deftroy thee ; and 
the fevifible death which thou wert formerly to receive 
from a prayer-book, would have been foft as the ftroke 
of Cupid’s arrow, in refpc61 of the tragical and unheard 
of fate which is now preparing for thee. Think not I 
go about to amufe or affright thee with chimcia’s and 
tales, fuch as nuifes ufe to awe their children into com- 
pliance and gdod miyincrs. What 1 tell thee is matter 
of faft, and confirmed by many letters from Italy, to 
feveral eminent merchant, in Paris ; I have feen fome of 
them, and hear that the reft agree in the fame relation. 

They give an account, that at Naples, on the fccond 
of the laft moon, three witches A^cte feived and aceii^fed 
of praftiiing diabolical arts ; of enchanting fever^ .per- 
fons ; of doing great mllcluef ; and, in fine, of having 
private commerce with the dcvfl. They ftoutly denied 
all at firft, and made very fubtle and pUufible apvdogies^ 
inlomucli, as the inquilitors weie almoft ^perfuaded 
their innocence, till it' was fuggefted that thdr hdUKS 
fhould be fearched. Officers were fent accordingly, wlio 
after a nairow ferutiny, found fome magical books, fe* 
veral vtals of ftrangc iiquors, pots of ointment, waW an 
Image of wax tcfembling amaft, but partly melted*'^Kdrc 
were imprinted on the breaft ofathe irndge fevcral un- 

3 , 



1 8 LETTERS W&ITTBK ST Vol.III..' 

known charaAeiSi fSguiesi and magical fymbolfi ; and on 
the forehead was to be' lead ZELIM £B£N SA- 
Q|RAN. All thefc were brought and eapofed before 
the InquiAtork (of wdiofe office thou art not ignorant), 
great deliberation was had about this unufual emergency. 
The Imauins and Cheiks were fent for and. confulted.^ 
The wltclics were examined apart, and put to the tortuie, 
as is the cuftom in capital crimes. Admii^ble was theiiPl 
eonftancy for a confidciable time ; but at kngth, over- 
come by the continuance and fharpnefs of their pains, 
they confeirrd they had for fpme } ears pra6Ufed magic 
arts, converfed with famihar fpirits, laifed tempelk, earth«> 
quakes, and done other w icked feats. Being examined 
about the image of wax, they declared, that it was the 
image of a Turkifli captain of a galley whofe name was 
w'ritten on tJie fotehead ; and that they were hired by cer- 
tain Italians, who had been (laves in the galley of the faid 
captain, to bewitch him to death, in the moft lingering 
method they could invent ; that in ordef to this, they 
had made this image ; that every night they met toge- 
ther, With -a fourth of Iheir gang (who was not to £e 
found), and made a fire of the bones of dead men, which 
they ftole from the graves and charnebhoufes ; that they 
Ud this image down at a convenient diftance before this 
repeating certain magicfd words and chaims ; and 
as this image giadually melted, fo the body of the faid 
Tuikifii captain did infenfibly wafte and decay. And, to 
add to his lingering death an intolerable torment, they 
bailed the melting image wi},h tlie oils, and other liquors 
^Ifich were contained in the viaU and pots ; that I y this 
means he was perpetually xacked with moft pungint and 
acute pains in his bowels, head, and . Ibpa ts of his body, 
r*! ;5ngh tinder moft violent fevers, iufatiaWc tlirft, and 
want of flc**p. F.iullj, that ibis lingering ki id ^ f c * ath 
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would continue as long as they pleafcd to protraft the 
diflb!*Uton of the waxen im 

This coufffTion, though extorted fiom the witches irf 
the midft of iiiliiffe»*a,hlc torments, >ct was deliscrcd with- 
out any iacoiifiiknclcs, and^^lth all the demmilbations 
of a real penitence. And being feconded w ilh the tefti- 
monicb of many credible witnefTes, \t^ho had overfeen 
them in fomc of their nodiurral ceremonicsj the inquifi- 
tois, moved with a juft horror of fo nefandous abomina- 
lions, fcntenced them to be burnt, and their afhes to be 
fcatteicd into the ; w'hkh was accordingly executed 
ojflr the txth of the laft moon, in the prefence of infinite 
fpeAators. 

The news of this cxtiaordinaiy event is frefii in the 
mouths of almoft all the inhabitants of this city ; yet no 
man, I dare fay, hears it with that concern for^the 
Turkxfli captain as I do. Even thofe among the Chri* 
flians who abhor witchcraft, would neverthelefs rejoieCt 
if not only thou, but all the muflulmans were deftroyed 
with enchantments, fince tlity can never hope it will 
come to pafs by the fuccefo of their arms. 

1 am not credulous of eveiy ftory that is related of 
witches, being fatisfied, that fupet ftition and ignorance 
has lifted many in that infernal number, who were inno* 
cent and never deferved it j fome basing been forced by 
racks and tortures to confefs themfelves guilty of pfao* 
thing 'Inchantments, when, after their executioif, theife 
h"ve appealed evident proofs to the contrary. Yet I 6iin- 
not bt fine, but that tkeic«bavc been fome in all ages 
uiid Putions, who litwc entered in.o h agues and aflbcfii**^ 
lions with dw\ils. ai d have be«.n enabled thereby to per« 
fom ill gs abobt •llie po\ tr of natqie. However, X 
ha\t a paillcuhr dcfitc to hear from thee, and tosbe in- 
f >rii vcl. \.h ther thou haft expei.Aiccd the effeft of their 
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enchantments. If thnu haft not, blefs thy ftars that 
thou wert born and bred a mufiulnian, againft whom the 
magic of the infidels cannot pre^il ; and that thou halt 
fwallowed the itnprcflion of Mahomet’s fcal, which is of 
force to diflblve and mnke iiwalid all the charms of men 
and devils. But if thou haft felt the force of theAr en- 
chantments, and pint ft away with unaccountable pains 
and languors, then think with thyfelf that thou art de« 
feAive in keeping feme point of our holy law ; that Ma«^ 
hornet is angry with theci withdraws his pi*ote£lion, and 
enpofes thte to the malice of evil fpirits. , Neither per- 
fuade thyfelf, that becaufe the three watches atr put *46 
death, thou (halt prefently recover thy former health and 
cafe again ; for, fo long as there is a fourth living, and 
out of the fAch of jtiftice, thou art not fafe. Nay, if 
fhe were taken and executed too, fo long as thy enemies 
are yet abVc, who firft employed thefe hags, thou art ftill 
at their mercy. They will fearch evjfry corner of Italy, 
and of all Europe, but they will find inftruments of their 
revenge. They will rummage hell itftlf to gratify their 
fury* The beft counfcl I can give thee in this cafe is^ 
to pacify thine enemies by extraordinary nils of civility 
to4he ChriftianB, wherever thou meeteft them ; by ufing 
thy flares mildly, and giving them their freedom after 
a ijiimited time of fervice, without exailing a ranfom, 
wllieh tliey nor their i^elations and friends can 

ever 1)0 to pay. This will ah' te the rdneour ^f the 
infidels^ and turn their revenge into kindnefs and love. 
Thou wStievery where be fiee firom dangers ; and thofc 
very perlbns# who now ftudy all mcaub to take away thy 
life, will then hazard their own to preferve thee from 
death. • « 

llii^ not that 1 go about to perfuade thcc to change 
temper with thy flavesi and from *thc refolution and bra- 
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ycry of a true triuflulman, to fink into the ahjcA tiinor*' 
Qufncfs of a Chriftian. Be feSrful only of tliyfelf, and 
£^nd in awe of none more than of thy own confcience. 
Tliere is a Cato in eveiy man, a fevere cenfor of his man- 
ners^ ahd he that reverencea this judge, will fcldoih do 
any thing he need to repent of. Let not the authority 
^of thy Ration tempt thee tqj>e cruel or unjuft ; but in 
all things “ Do as thou wouldeft be done unto.” This 
is a precept engraven, on every* man’s heart; and he 
whofe aftions write after this copy, will always be at cafe 
here, and tranfcendently happy hereafter. Follow this 
andjLhou wilt experience the efTeft. Adieu. 


Paris, iR of the 9th Moon, of the Year 1645. 



VII.—- To the Invincible ViSlXR Azem. 


1 F one may judge of future events, by applying to the|n 
the fymp^oms of things paft ; and if a man may compare' 
one kingdom with another, 1 fhould think that France 
\\illTxn time extend the limits of her empire as far as any* 
of the four great monarchies, that Inve been recorded in ^ 
hillorics for their uiiivcrfal fway ; I will not fay as far us ' 
the wide->ftretched empire of the ever-vi^oricua Ofxnans^ ~ 
Yet the genius of this nation feems in feme manner ts^- 
infpire tine French with as ardent- a third of glory Und^ ' 
conqueft, as that which has in all ages appeared^to ’ 
tlie infeparable virtue of the muflulmaiis. They* ' 

forward to the mark for which they take up arms that ^ 
is, to fubdue all before them, and>lsy kingdoins, provju;t> 
CCS, and cities, at the feet of their fovereigu. ..They arc'^ 
not difeouraged at jlifficulties and loiTes. The chec&s 
and oppofitions th6y meet with, do but i^aniniate 
vdih new and tfasi .it is becoine.« fure 
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- prognollic of fome great fuccefs to that nationi when at 
any time they receive ill ntws from their armies. In this, 
their courage feems to be of the qitaljty of naptha, 
which by pouring on of water takes lire, although, thou 
knoweft, thefc two elements be contrary to each otlierl 
So this warlike people, inftead of being dejeded, or 
made timorous by any defeat 'given to their armies, are' 
rather inflamed with more af^Ivc and valiant refoiutions, 
as will appear by the repulfe given them by the Duke of 
Bavaria, not many moons ago. ' 

As foon as that news arrived in tliis city, one would 
have expefted to have feen fomc» tokens of fepr in the 
people, but it wrought a contrary efFeft. No tears df 
women and children, no compafllonate fighs for their 
flain hulbands, fathers, or other relations ; no'^dowiicaft 
looks, or ominous fliaking of heads ; no melancholy 
wlufpers, or portentous ftories, were murmured in the 
ears of the multitude, but all things appeared lively and 
profperous j the very women exciting the young men to 
lift thernfclves foldiers, and the boys in the ftreets mak* 
ing all their paftimes conflft in imitating the men of arlhs, 
and learning the difcipllne of war. There was no need 
>to force men to the field. No fooner wms the king’s in- 
tention to raife new forces divulged in the provinces, 
but thoufands came voluntarily and took up arms, chooi- 
ing rather to feck honourable deaths in the toils and ha- 
zards of war, than to lead inglorious lives at home, in 
the foft enjoyments of peace. 

Thefe things appeared to me as certain prefages of the 
rifing greatnefs of thjs monarchy, and an evident fign 
that the French nation in this age fhall outdo thvir anco 
flora in warlike deeds. , ^ 

The ftage of that bloody combat between the forces 
' of the Duke Bavaria and thofe under' the command 
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of Maxefchal Turen^c, was Margentheiin. Sinco which 
thtie has been a moie fierce encounter between the 
Frcr.ch and Imperialifts at AUerfheim ; wherein the 
former have recovered the hortpiu* they feemed to have 
loft in the Spring! owing much to the bravery of the 
Landgrave of Hefle-Cafreh who, with his regiments^ had 
^ confiderable (hare in the actions of this day ; and 
therefore ho has been prefented with magnificent gifts by 
the queen-regent* The Bavarians loft in this battle 
above thoiifand common foldiers! beiides manyoffi-. 
cers of note. On the Ftcnch fido! the Duke of Enguten 
(vrfio had^ newly joined hia forces to thofc of Turenne), 
was wounded in the arrai with two other commanders. 
Monfieur Gramniond was taken prifuner! but honouiably 
treatedf and fent away with prefents by the Duke of 
Bavariai together with inftru£l[ions about a, ncutrahty, 
who is exchanged for a German of equal quality. The 
French liave alfo loft ja this battle above a thoufand of 
tlie common foldiers; fo that their vidory coft them 
dear. 

The Duke of Enguien, notwithftanding his wounds, 
inarches on the next day with his army to Norlinghen, 
oftering to that town a neutrality, and liberty for the gar- i 
rifon to march out, which confifted of three hundred Ba- 
varians. But receiving a fierce anfwer from the gover- 
nor, he caufed the approaches to be made in order to an 
alTauIt, which was begun that very night, and a breach 
made in the walls ; upon w’hich the inhabitants were for^ 
ced to intercede with the duke, that there might be a 
celTatiou of violence till the next morning, promiiing that 
then the foldiers fliould furrender at diferetion; which 
was done accordingly. « 

There he tarried eight days to refrefli his army, 
he marched to Dunkenfpule, which»was defended by a 
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garrifon of five Imndred Bavarians. » He took this place 
by Hortn, yet gave quarto# to the foldiers, who laid down 
their arms, and yielded tliemfelves piifoners. Leaying a 
garrifon of three hundred French in the town, he remov* 
ed his forces toward Heilbmn. But in regard this place 
was defended by fifteen hundred men, he forbore to af* 
fault it, and only quartered his aimy in the neighbouring''^ 
villages. * 

Since that time, which was about th^ middle of the 
laft moon, there has been no confiderable a&ion \»etwea& 
the French and the Germans. Yet thofe who pretend 
to be verfed in military afiairs, laugh at the ilL codd^nift 
of the Archduke Leopold, who, when he had the French 
(hut up in a narrow iircight, through which it was im- 
poflible for them, to pafs but by fingle files, ’'neglected 
that opportunity to cut tliem off, deferring the vif^oiy 
(whereof he was too fecure) till the next iday, by reafon 
of the prefeut wearinefs of his fo^iers. In the* mean 
time, Turenne with his whole army paffed the ftttight 
in the dead bf the night, and came to Philipfburgh. • 

This overfight of the general is mbch talked of> 1bc- 
caufe had he purfued his advantage he had not only en« 
tirely defeated the French, but in all probaI>3ky falling 
wkh the whole force of the empire on the Swedes, he 
had likewife vanquifhed them, and fo put an end to the 
war. But it feems as if the infcrutable Providence bad 
detertnined to infatuate the minds of the Germans, and 
referve thofe iwp potent nations, their enemies, to be a 
farther fcou^ to the empire# , 

Adieu, great guardian of the ctcrnal*monarchy, and 
belieye Malunut, when he folemnly fwears by Mount Si- 
nai, and by the tenth night of the moon, that he adores 
thy ^onfummate virtue and wifdom, which never fail 
thee in extremities. i 
Paris, 8th of the pth Moon, of the Year 1^45. 
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VIII . — To Car. A Haly, a Pb)fician, at Conflantimple. 

1 AM weary of writing news of battles and fieges to 
• the grandees, and I know thou fcldom troubleft thyfclf 
with the care of foreign tranlaSlions. Befides, I have no 
certain inteBigence of moment to communicate. But 1 
can acquaint thee with fomething more agreeable to thy 
iludics and genius. 

Here is a man in this city who ivas not born blind, but 
b^’ feme ill hap loft the ufc of his eyes ; yet nature feems 
to have recompenfed that misfortune in the exquiiitcnefs 
of hts feeVng. Thou wouldeft fay he carried eyes in 
his fingers ends, lince he diftinguifties thofe things by 
his touch, which are the only proper objects of fight. — 
Believe me, I think there can be no deceit or confedera- 
cy, whereby lit might blind others inftead of being fo 
himfelf. 1 faw him muffled up with a napkin, which co« 
vered all his face, then divers pieces of eaftern filks, of 
various colours, were laid on the table before him. He 
felt them attentively, and told us the colour of each 
picce'cxadlly. I who was never over crcdillous of extra- 
oidinaty pretences, iiifpc^ling that either the finenefs of 
the linen which veiled hib face might give him fomc 
glimpfe of the different coloiirs, or that fume byftandcr, 
with appointed figns, might inform him, caufed all the 
company to withdraw, except a learned dervife, who was 
intimate with me. We threw a thick velvet mantle over 
hi's face which reached down to his navel, girding it 
about his waift, fo as to leave hig arms at liberty. Then 
I procured fmall (lireds of filks, fuch as I could conceal 
in the palm of my hand ; thefe I caufed him to touch 
with his fingers, brought' up as high as his chin, fo that 
it was impolTible for him to fee them, had he had the life 
of his eyes ; yet he made not the leaftTmillake in five fc- 
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vcral colours. We changed the order of the lilks, and 
fometimcs gave him the fame piece four or five times to- 
gether ; yet, as foon as he had felt it; he readily told us 
it was the fame colour. 

I tell thee, O learned Haly, fuch an uncommon expe- 
riment afforded me matter both of delight and wonder. 
I concluded from hence, that Nature is no niggard in her 
gifts, but fupplies tlie defefts of one fenfe by the fuper- 
abundant accuracy of another. We afked this blind 
perfon, By what di{lin£lion he thus knew one colour 
fiom another without the help of his eyes i He 'was not 
able to exprefs the particular manner of this diferiminat- 
ing fenfation ; but only told us in general, that he felt 
as much difference between the red filk and black, as he 

f 

had formerly done during the enjoyment of his cye-fight 
between the filks of Perfia and the fine linen of Europe, 
which, thou knowell, are as different to tlie touch as fine 
paper and vellum. o 

Thou that daily pryeft into the fatuities of human bo- 
dies, art bell able to judge whether tMf man’s excel- 
lency lay in the tenuity and finenefs of his flein, t£c fub- 
tilty of his fpirits, or fomc unufual, powerful, yet delicate 
energy of his foul, or wliether it confilted in all thefe 
together. 

The dervife who was with me, feemed not much to ad- 
mire at this rare quality of the blind man ; telling me, 
moreover, that about ten years ago, in liis travels, he had 
feen a blind ftatuaryat Florence, who undeitook to make 
the refcmblance of an image in the chief temple of that 
city, which he finifhed fo much to the life, that his work 
could no otherwife be diftinguiihed ftom the original 
.than by the difference of the fliaterials, that being ala- 
bSder, his white clay^ which he fo tempered and mould- 
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cd with his fingers, as he continually felt of the other, 
that no lineament was left unexprefTed* 

Indeed, when 1 reile6ied on our mutes in the feraglio, 
and the unaccountable fagaclty with which they appre- 
hend thofe words which they iiever heard, 1 ceafed to be 
furprifed at what I had feen the blind man perform, or 
what the dervife had faid of the ftatuary. 1 remember in 
Sultan Amurath’s time there was a mute, in whom the 
Grand Signior took infinite delight ; for, b^fides a thou- 
land pretty gefturcs and tricks with which ihe ufed to di- 
vert that prince, he often made her his fecretary, employ- 
ing her iib writing letters to his balTas and others, whilil 
he didated to her by figns. Although (he could never 
receive the found of words, nor utter any that were arti- 
culate, yet 1 have feen her tranferibe a whole chapter in 
the Alcoran, containing a hundred and feventy vcrficles, 
in as fine a charader as the moft celebrated feribes of the' 
empire ; and when (lu^had done, would explain what (he 
had thus written by figns, which made It evident that (he 
pcrfedly uiiderllood tlic Alcoran. 

T Itefe arc rare gifts, my friend ; yet were all the mutes 
educated with as much diligence and care as was Saque- 
da (fo (he was caUed), it is pofilblc they would attain to 
greater perfedion. 1 have been told, that her tutor, one 
of the learnedeft men in Arabia, bellowed twenty years in 
teaching her this method of reading, underfianding, and 
writing. * - 

This puts me in mind of a man who was bred a Ma- 
hometan, but being taken > captive by the French, em- 
braced their religion, not in Ids heart, but only ih out- 
ward profcilion. When 1 firft came to Paris, I fell into 
his company by accident, and undetflanding that he was 
an African, I defired to alk kirn fome queftions, .butf he 
was dumb, fo that I had almoll laid^afide my hopes of 
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converfing witli him ; tijl perceiving that he moved his 
lips, and opened his mouth, as one that was talking, 1 
offered him pen, ink, and paper, making figns to him, 
that I would gladly know his mind in writing. He ac- 
cordingly writ in Morefco/that he was ftriick deaf and 
dumb about eighteen years iince, telling me alfo the place 
of his nativity, and how he came hither ; I took the pen, 
and in the fame language expreffed my compallion of his 
misfortunes. Wlicn he faw that I underftood Morefco, 
he writ again, fignifying to me, that if I opened my 
mouth wide at the pronouncing of every fyllable, he 
could underiland my meaning by the pofture «^f my Kps 
and tongue. 1 found his words true, to my no fmall ad- 
miration ; for he would write down what I had faid. Wc 
converfed together often ; and at length I procured his 
cfcape in the retinue of a Chians that was returning from 
hence to Conftantinople. 

I befecch the wife Architeft of nature, and Repairer 
of human defeds, either to continue to us the ufe of our 
fenfes, or to fupply that want by fome fuperlative en- 
dowments of the mind. 

Paris, aoth of the 9th Moon, of the Year 1645. 


IX. — To Use PH, Baja. 

TThou wilt fay I am unmindful of my duty in not con- 
gratulating thy new honour before this ; and that I for- 
get the good offices which formerly pafled between us 
in the feraglio. I tell thee, my obligations are infinite, 
not only to thee, but to many ©thers of my friends at 
the Porte : It is impoflible for tne^ to acquit myfelf of 
fo fiiany engagements. As for the dignity to which the 
fultan has ra^ed tnee, I received the firft news of it 
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withm thefe fourteen days ; ^nd I dare afErm, that 
none of thy friends^ or of thofe v/hofc dependence is on 
thee, could with greater complacency behold thee veiled 
by our moil augull emperor, than 1 read the letter which 
conveyed to me this welcome intelligence. 

Long mayeil thou live to enjoy the bleifings which thy 
good fortune has heaped on thee. Yet I counfel i.hee to 
enjoy them fo, as not to forget thou muft die. Let not 
the grandeur of thy ftation render thee proud and wil- 
ful ; but remember, when thou art furrounded with a 
crowd of adoiing fuppliants, that death iliall level tliee 
with the gieaneil of thy ilavcs. Tims the ancient pliilo- 
fophers fpared not to perform the office of monitors to 
their kings and princes ; and I hope, thou wilt not take 
in ill part *the wholefome advice of Mahmut, who dif« 
covers a temper void of hypocrify, in the freedom he 
aifiimes. If thou givefl ear to flatterers, they will ccyn- 
pliment thee to thy ri^n ; and when thou art on the brink 
of a precipice, they will perfuade thee there is no danger, 
though, if thou goell on, they know thy fall is inevit- 
able> They will pride themfclves in the dexterity of 
their malice, and infult over thee wltli fcornful farcafms, 
whom not long ago they idolized. 

The eminent command thou had, requires thy fre- 
quent prefence in the fovcrelgn divan ; and that thou 
mayeil not fit there only as an auditor of other men’s 
counfcls, and incapable of making one in the numb& of 
tliofe who become remarkable by their orations, or re- 
ports of foreign events, I will now entertain thee with 
fome paflages which have happened in Europe fince the 
beginning of tliis year, whereof the other baflas may 
poifibly be ignoranti^ • 

The diet of Franefort, tvhich had continued for three 
years, was diffolved on the 12 th of tfic 4th moon. This 
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may be known at the Poftc, wlule they remain grangers 
to the reafon of it. Tlicrc are a fort of Ckrilh'ans fn 
Germany, whom they call Evangclics. Thcfc arc oppo- 
litc to the Roman church, both in religion and intcieft. ; 
and their caufe is chiefly cfpoufed by the Dukes of Saxony 
and Crandenburg. It was to comply with thefe that 
an aflcmbly was appointed at Ofnaburg ; but the em- 
peror and the Catholics were cither for contiruiing that 
at Fraiicfort, or tranfiating it to Manlier. While the 
contending parties were bickering and ft riving to gain 
their ftveral ends, the deputy of the Duke of Bavtiria, 
tired out with fiich intolciable delays, departed from 
Franefort, whom the reft of the deputies followed. And 
this thou mayeft report for the true occafion of the dilTo- 
lution of that diet. 

Thus, at the beginning of the year, the difputes which 
thefe infidels raifed about fafe condu^l, exaAnefs of titles, 
priority of addrefs, and many othor vain pun6lilios, bin* 
dered them from coming to any conclufion about a peace, 
which was the principal caufe of their affembling. And 
this is a folly peculiar to the Nazarenes, that in all pub- 
lic alTcmblies the very ftrength and vitals of their coun- 
fels are fpent in a vain adjufting of empty ceremonies. 

It is credibly reported here, that the King of Poland 
carnci^iy folicites a match with Queen Chriftina of Swede- 
land, but has not hitheito had any pofitive anfwer, or 
effefted any thing in it. In the fecoiid moon of this 
year, that queen fent an ambafTcidor, to give tlje King of ^ 
Poland an ac^couiit, that had taken the government 
upon her. While he tarried in the Pulifh court, there 
were noj wanting fuch, as by the king’s order, fifted his 
jiiclxnatxon, in reference to th’s aHair. It was propofed 
to Sim that this match would be a hipj y occafion to 
unite the two kingdoms in a firm and durable league ; 
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that the evangelica In Poland would be much eafed there- 
by ; that UladiHaus was not much decayed in his natural 
vigour ; that Swedcland might ia the mean while be go* 
verned by the council, with many other propofals and 
encouragements to this puri^ofc ; among which I mull 
not omit, that it was fiiggeiled, how cafy it would be 
{or two fuch potent crowns, in conjun 61 ion, not only to 
humble the Germans, but alfo to put a flop to the vic- 
torious arms of the Ottoman empire. But all this came 
to nothing, that wary queen fufpedling tliat there was a 
deeper defign in tlie courtfhip of this old fox ; and that 
by fuch i^match, the kingdom of Sw'edeland, in default 
of the iffue royal, might be fubjefled to a foreign crown. 

However, it is eafy to apprehend from this, tliat if 
the Poles maintain at prefent their accord with tlie Sub- 
lime Porte, it is for want of flrength to break it ; and 
that they only wait an opportunity to make fomc potqnt 
and firm alliance, whi^h may fecond the deiigns formed 
by that court againft the firil throne on earth, whereof 
thou art one of the principal pillars. 

Rvmain firm in thy ftation, and let neither the tem- 
pefts of war, nor the convulfions of Hate, which are the 
too frequent produds of peace, fhake thy oonflancy. 
But above all, fuffer not thy integrity, which is the bafis 
of all virtues, to be undermined by bribes. 

If thou followefl this counfel, God and his Prophet 
iliall eftablifh thee, all men will honour thee, thy ibve- 
rJgn fhall^exalt thee, and Mahmiit will rejoice to fee 
thee in time become the atlas of the eternal empire. 

Pari*, 5fh of the loth Moon, of the Year 1645. 
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X. — To IcKiNGi Cap^ pGLAvi, Preccptor to the Royal 
Pages of the Seraglio* 

rr^HERt IS a vaft difference between thy letter and that 
of Sha/him lAham. lie eloquent iii the acknowledg- 
ment oi Ills crime, thou rhetorical in thy own j unifica- 
tion. ha/l plundered DcinoUhenct* and CiccioJ 

and lobbed them of ail the fiowere. and tropes of oratory, 
to dref& up a fa nt, lifeieis exeufe. Such an artificial a- 
polog} , in:le.id of cancelling, heightens thy offence. It 
might have procured thee the applaufc of the academy ; 
but it comes fliort ef giving me fatisfadlion for the in* 
juries I have received at thy hands ; I have reafon to 
citeem them fuuh, became to defigned, although they 
took no effeft ; for v/rongs of this kind ought to be 
mcafured by the intention of the author, not by their 
fuccefs.^ The miniilers of the divan will hardly be pre- 
vailed to fufpefi Mahmut, who has given fubftantial 
proofs of his fidelity. 

, Tell me, in the name of God and Mahomet, what 
was the motive that induced thee to flander me ? Where- 
in have 1 merited this perfecution at thy hands ? It could 
not be revenge, becaufe I never gave thee occafion, un- 
lefs thou flill retaineff a grudge on the fcore of my ftudy- 
ing in the academies ; and that at my return from Paler- 
mo, thou wert not able to expofe me in the prefence of 
the mufti, in any point of language or learning. But I 
had rather charitably believe It was thy ambitibn, not tliy 
malice, which gave birth to thofe calumnies thou haft 
vented againft me. Thou envieft me the honour of ferv- 
ing the Grand Signior in this ftation, thinking thyfelf 
•capable of difeharging this office^ more fuccefsfully than 
Mahmut. I cenfupc not thy abilities, but I think it is 
•beft for every man tp be content with his own condition, 
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ffnce deftiny dlftributes the em{>loyments of the world a- 
niong men, by rules into whlcra wc cannot penetrate. 

Thou art mailer of the French tongue ; but doll thou 
think that a complete qualiHcation for a man in my poll ? 
Art thou fit to converfe in the court of a foreign prince, 
who canft not govern thy tongue in that of thy native 
fovercign ?*Thou art yet to learn a courtier’s mafter- 
piece, which is, to difl'cmble even the neceflary art of 
difliinulation ; that is, as the Arabians fay, To have 
a veil upon a veil or, as the Italians, To have a 
malk with a natural face on the outfidc.” Thou art fo 
far from this, that thou canll not yet draw perfedUy the 
firll rough ftrokes of a counterfeit. 

To fpcak plain, hadlt thou by any artificial feigning 
of fiiendiliip to me, made way to inhnuate thy flory in- 
to the belief of the grandees, thou mighteft have praifed 
me to my ruin. Eat to go bluntly to work, without pre- 
ventive encomiums, difeovered at once the wcaknefs of 
thy judgment, and flic ftrength of thy pallion ; giving 
the miiiillcrs occafion to think there was Icfs of truth, 
th:^| of defign in thy accufatiuns. 

For the futuic, 1 advlfe thee to mind thy books and 
fcholars, and meddle not with Mahmut, whofe buiiiiefs 
is to iludy men. Adieu. 

Paris, 5th of the loth Moon, of the Year 1645. 


XI . — To tkc Reis Efffndi, Principal Secretary of State* 

iTH extreme joy I have deceived the certain news of 
the taking of Canea by the invincible Ottoman arms. 

I mufl confefs, when I firfl apprehended the intea« 
lions of Sultan Ibrahim, to make war with the republic 
of Venice, 1 was apt to hearken feme thinkiog meD& 
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in thiVcourty who, maki|pg their obfenrationa of the ful- 
'tan’s indulging himfelf in female plcafures, conjeAured 
from thence (as by a common rule) that he would not 
have difeovered fuch a martial and adive fpirit, in aflert^ 
ing the honour of the Ottoman empire. ^ His dexterous 
concealing his defigns, even to the very execution of them, 
has ftruck a damp into all the courts in Europe, infomuch' 
as Cardinal Mazarlni this day told the queen regent, that 
he doubted left Sultan Ibrahim would prove another Ju- 
nius Brutus, who being the nephew of Tarqiiin, one of 
the primitive kings of Rome for fome years, counter- 
feited an extraordinary fimplicity and weaknefs jof fpirit ; 
but having privately fecured a fa6rion to his own inte- 
Tefts, by popular arts, he, to gain the fovereignty, changed 
the form of government, procured himfelf to* be made 
'conful, and difeovered a genius, furpafling in policy and 
'mature judgment all his predecefTors. 

' Though the cardinal’s comparifon be difproportionate 
to the grandeur of the fovereign emperor of the world, 
who cannot without a vaft injury be poftponed in virtue, 
wifdom, or power, as a fecond or imitator of any prince 
upon earth ; yet the chara&er holds good in the main, 
that he has timely and maturely diflembled the moft fu- 
Uime abilities and endowments a fovereign prince is ca- 
pable of, rendering thereby his enemies fecure and care- 
lefs; till at length all thofe illuftrious attributes exert 
thenTfelves on a fudden, breaking forth like the fun from 
an eclipfe, at once dazzling the aftoniflied world, and 
^furprifing the enemies of the, Ottoman empire, in the 
ilumbers which proceeded from the contempt of his fa- 
cred majefty. 

I thought indeed once that the Vfnetians would have 
been, in a condition to have faced the Ottoman navy, and 
fifpifted'&eir farther, progrefr on the feas. 1 expefled 
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no Icfs than that they would have made fome huffing it* 
tempts on the ifles of the Arcmpelago ; that they would 
have entered the Hellefpont, braved the Dardanells^ and 
failing forward would have blocked up the Ottoman navy 
in the Propontis, or driven them into the Euxine fea for 
(helter* And who could have thought otherwife, had 
^ they been provided for a war ? But our fage emperor, by 
fecrccy, which is the very foul of all great undertakings^ 
has anticipated their very fears, and leaped upon the prey' 
while the keepers were afleep. 

Had the Chriftian princes and ilates laid afide their 
private pundtilios and animoiities, when the Venetians 
firft made their application to them for alliftance, it might 
have proved a doubtful war. But iiiftead of generoully' 
uniting their forces in the common defence of Chriften- 
dom, they began to divide their interefts and hearts one 
from another, and that upon the vaineft motives in the 
world, one Hate dlfputing with another about precedency 
of poftfl in the army, which proceeded to that height, as 
to fruftrate the main dclign ; for the pope himfelf at laft 
is ftreed to raife the greateft aids the ftatc of Venice are 
like to have. Joining his galleys with theirs, and fending' 
a tlioufund foot on board at his own cofP. 

Thus docs divine providence, out of the difeorda of 
Chriftian princes, draw occaiions to enlarge the facred 
empire of the muflulrnans, and to fpread the Ottoman 
conquefts over the weftern world. • . , 

Paris, aoth of the nth Moor, of the Year i 64 S» 

f . ■ ■■ 


XII.— To iife Magnificent and Redoubtable VisierAzem* 

It appears that the Queen of France is very indidg^t 
to her generals, having called boxncd^he Duke of EngtUt&i 
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from the tqjls of war, Thu prince negleAing the wounds^ 
he received in the battle of Allerflic!in» not many day»» 
after fell into a violent fever, fo that he was carried in a 
horfe litter to Philipfburg, with no fmall danger of his 
life. As foon as he recovered his health, he was com^ 
manded to return to France, and the charge of the whole 
army committed to Marefchal Turenne. ' 

Such tendernefs is never (bowed to the invincible Otto- 
man generals, neither would they cReem it a favour, but 
a difgracc. When they go to the wars, they make no 
underhand leagues with the elements to fpare their bo* 
dies, but are refolved to combat with cold, heat^ hunger, 
thirft, and all the hardihips to which foldiers are liable^ 
as well as with the fwords of their enemies. They take 
no other armour again R the rigorous frofts of Ruffian 
winter, or the fcorching fands of a Perfian fummer, but 
an unfhaken refolutlon, an invincible patience, and a 
mind incapable of bowing under the worR misfortunes. 
They arc not angry with the weapons of their adver- 
furies, when they carve in their limbs the marks of an 
honour which will far outlaR the pain of their wopiids, 
and in their fleRi hew deep characters of an immortal 
fame, and a renown which (hall know no period. They 
arc not parRmonious of their bloovl, but court their ene- 
mies to fpill it on the ground, from whence it will fpring 
up in laurels and wreaths, to crown them with triuinplfb 
and glory whilR they live, and to fweeten their memory 
with the praife of future generations. 

Thus, magnanimous Vffier, do^the mufTulman heroes, 
the props of the firR empi^, manifeR their courage, in 
defying of dangers and wounds, and fcorning to capi- 
tulate with fortune, for eafe and exemption from death. 
They know, that when they march againR the iniideti, 
it is^u vindication oi^ the eternal unity ; and thereforet 
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ftead of endeavouring to (hun, ^hey court a death fo glo 
r^ous, as that which will immediately tranfport them to 
the bofom of our holy Prophet, and to the inexprcffiblc 
deli;;ht3 of the gardens of Eden. Where this truth is 
firmly rooted, there is no room for fear' to plant itfelf. 
But the cafe is otherwife with infidels, who blafpheme 
that purefi undivided eflence. They alTert and believe a 
plurality of gods, and therefore, in time of danger, a- 
mongilTo many deities, they know not wlTom to ad-> 

. drefs, or whom to confide in. The appreheiifion of death 
is terrible to them, whofe hope is only in tbis life; 
whofe conferences are ftaiiied with a thoufand pollutions, 
and yet renounce the very method of being clean ; who 
not only err themfelves, but by their evil example aiid 
influence* (for 1 fpeak of the princes and great ones), 
draw innumerable after them, to taile of the tree Zacon, 
which grows in the middle of hell. 

People fpeak varioufly of the Duke of Enguien’s coit- 
du£t in the battle of Allerfheim, His creatures extol 
his valour and experience with hyperboles, whilll his 
ene^^ies endeavour to leflen his reputation. Some fay, 
he owes his revocation to the queen’s diilike ; others at« 
tribute it to the extraordinary concern (he has for liis 
health. But fucli as would be efleemed the wifer fort, 
fay his return is voluntary, and fought by himfelf, fcorn- 
ing to hold his commilfion any logger at the pleafure of 
Cardinal Mazariui, who, it is thought, firft procured him 
this employment, only to have him out of the way, and 
take off his application from the domeftic affairs of 
France. Tliefe are the difeourfes of the people at pre- 
font, who yet perhaps may change their opinions before 
the fun goes down. T^hcy will always be cenfuring and 
defcanting on the aflions of their fuperiors ; few jl^eing 
willing to think their tongues were given them to Ue 
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idle. It Is but a little m^inber, but often does great miC* 
chief by Its aftivity. One of the ancients gave no good 
charadler of it, when he called It a dscmon. Yet we are 
not bound to believe all that the phllofophers fa Id. iEfop 
gave the moft impartial account of this member, when 
he fald It was the beft, and the woift.” Sometimes I 
fit filent many hours together, not for vrant of compa- 
ny (for here is a glut of that in this populous city) ; 
nor becaufe l know not what to fay (foi 1 could fpcak 
a great deal more than it is fit for others to hear), but 
that I may lludy with Icfs interruption how to ferve my 
great mafter ; for much talking eneivatcs the yidgment^ 
and evaporates the mind into air. Ikfides, by thus prac- 
tifing filence in private, I learn the art of rcllralning my ' 
words in public, when it is requifite to promote the ends 
at which I aim. It is not for a man In my ilatlon to be 
open and talkative, but to diftinguifh perfons and fea- 
fons ; to underftand the due Ilop| and advances of my 
tongue ; fometinies to fay much in a Title, at other times 
to fay little or nothing at all ; bat ever fo to fpcak, as 
net to lay myfelf naked to tlie hearers ; yet to fifCoi a 
very frank, open-hearted man, in whai I difeourfe of. 

I would not have thee conclude from what I have faid, 
that Mahmut ufes any referve to the minlUers of the di- 
van, who are mines of fcience and wifdom, and can eafily 
difeem the heart through the moft artificial veil of words. 
But*It is abfolutely ncceffary for me te life dilfimulation 
in this court, feeming many times ignorant of what I 
really know, that I may not be thought to know more 
dian they would have me. I was never yet fo indifereet 
as to publifh any fecret that was committed to my 
charge, whereby I have gained grejst confidence with 
meikwho ddight to unbofom their intelligence. They 
efteem me a man tf integrity, and fit to be trofted.^ 
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Thus am T made privy to m^y intrigacs of tht gran- 
doesy and a rcpofitory of the court news ; whilft they whif- 
per in Mahmut’s ear what is tranfafted in the royal bed- 
chambers, and private apartments. 

By this means I came acquainted with an amour of Car- 
dinal Mazarini, which is known but to a few. This mi- 
nifter has none of the worft faces; and a proportion- 
ate elegance in his fhape ; much addi 61 cd alfo to the love 
of women ; yet he manages his intrigues witti that cau- 
tion and privacy, as not to expofe the honour of his func- 
tion. Among the reft, he had frequent accefs to the cham- 
ber of a qprtain countefs- dowager, her huiband being lately 
deceafed. This was not carried fo privately but it was 
whifpered about, that a man was feen often to come out 
of this Iddy’s chamber a little before day ; but nobody 
knew who it was (for the cardinal went difguifed). At 
laft it came to the queen’s ear, who was refolved to uA- 
ravel this intrigue. She caufed fpics to' be placed at a 
convenient diftance from the lady’s chamber-door, which 
opened in a gallery of the royal palace, with orders to 
trac» him home. That night the defigned watch was 
firft fet ; it fortuned that the cardinal being in the count* 
efs’s chamber, her maid, who was privy to this amour,, 
overheard thefe fpics talking to each other concerning 
her lady, which made her more attentive (being in a 
place where Ihe could not be feen), till at length (he plain- 
ly difeovered that they lay in wait to find out who k was 
that had been feen coming out of the chamber. She 
quickly acquaints the countefs with this news. She con- 
fults the cardinal what was beft to be done to avoid dif- 
covery. In fine, it was agreed between thpm, that the 
countefs fliould pu^ on the cardinsd’s difguife, and he a 
fuit of her clothes ; that fhe fliould go out at the pfuat 
hour of hie retreat, and walk in th^gardens i that if cx^ 
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amine 1, ihe fliould preteijd this diTguife was to guard her 
from the rude attempts of meD, who, if they found a la- 
dy alone in tlie night-time, would not fail to ofler feme 
incivih‘ticj ; that foon after her departure, the cardinal 
ihould go forth in her drefs, and Ihift for himfelf. This 
was pel formed accoidingly. The countefs walked into the 
gardens in the cardinal’s difguife, followed by the fpies, 
whilil he goes to an intimate friend’s houfe, an Italian, 
whofe fortune depended on this mlniiler, and changes his 
female accoulremcnts for the proper apparel of his fcx. 
—The countefs having walked about half an hour in 
the garden, was feized on by feme of the guards, under 
fufpicion of fomc ill dclign. She was carried before the 
queen, and examined ; Hie then difeovered hcrfelf, beg- 
ging the queen’s pardon ; and telling her, that a particu- 
lar devotion had obliged her to take that conrfe foi feve- 
ral mornings ; but if it offended her majelly, fhe would 
hold herfelf difpenfed with, and would foibear. Tlie 
queen feeming fatisfied with this anfwcr, difmiiTed her. 
Thus the amours of the cardinal and the countefs remain- 
ed a fecret ; and there arc bat three perfoiis befides^^em- 
felves that know any thing of it, among which Mahmut 

one. 

Thou feeft, illuilrious mlniiler, that the reputation of 
my fecreoy has gained me the confidence of one of the 
eardinaPs privadoes ; fur 1 had this relation from the Ita- 
lian# whom 1 mentioned at whofe houfe the cardinal 
changed his difguife. I am not without hopes, by the 
prudent management of this difeovery, to penetrate far- 
ther into the court intrigues ; for he that told me this 
llory, coniidered not that he made me thereby niafler of 
.his fortune ; and that it is no longer fafe for him to deny 
me any intelligence I require of him! He has put a key 
.nto my band whicl^will open bis breaft at my pleafure.. 
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Yet I need not magifterial^ claim difcovrties frbfilln 
him, as the only conditions on which he is to cxpeft my 
concealing what he has already difclofcd. There is a 
more dexterous and ferviceable way to become his corf- 
felTor, without fuch an ungratefiil infult ; whilH with a 
wcll-a£ted candour, I feign a relation of fuch things as I 
^fufpefl, yet cannot be certain are true, till atteiied 
hiinftif, profofling at the fame time not to believe thofe 
pretended reports I heard. If I (hall be fo happy as to 
do any elFcttual fcrvice to the Grand Sigtiior by this en- 
gagement, it will anfwcu my ends, and I lhall not repent 
of my cr|ft. 

Mahmut falutes thee, fovcrcign Bafla, in the humblcft 
pofture of adoration, lying proftrate on the ground, in 
contemplsftlon of thy grandeur, befeeching God that be 
would grant this favour to thee, to live happily, and to 
die in thy bed. * 

Paris, aoth of the xith Moon, of the Year 1645. 


^XIII. — Egri BoYifOu, a White Eunuch. 

T'hou giveft me abundant proofs of thy affeAIon and 
friendfhip, in frankly telling me what they fay of Mah- 
mut in the feraglio. I do not expeft to be free from 
cenfure ; and am fo far from being difeouraged at the 
obloquies fome men fallen on me, that it adds to mycom^ 
fort ; it being an affured mark of innocence to be tradu- 
ced. I am not dcfirous that the Arabian proverb (hould 
be verified in me, which fays, ** That he deferves no 
man’s good word, of whom all men fpe^ wcll.*^ I 
dread to be popular, at fuch a price; and will rather 
court the (landers of the envious, by a ftedfaft perkver- 
aiice in my duty, than lay a train fqf the compliments of 
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flatterers, by favouring ^dition. Thou knoweft what 
reafon I have to fay this ; there needs no interpreter be- 
tween us. Though the black eunuch has recanted his 
afperfions, yet there are others who perfift in their ma- 
lice ; and it will be diiTicult for the mailer of the pages, 
with his bed rhetoric, to exempt himfelf from the num- 
ber. 

I have received both their apologies, and have anfwer- 
ed them. I wilh they would reform this vice ; not fo 
much for my fake, wlio am proof againlt tlicir accufd« 
lions, as for their own ; for the injury they intended to 
do me, will redound mod to themfelves. Mifrry is on 
him that perfecuteth his neighbour. 

He that is merciful and gracious, who hath feparated 
the brightnefs of the day from the obfeurity of Ihe night, 
defend both thee and me from the malice of whifperers, 
from the enchantments of wizards, and fuch as breathe 
thrice upon the knot of the triple cord. 

Paris, aoth of the xxtli Moon, of the Year x645. 


a 


XIV . — To Mustapha, Berber Aga. 

T HOU wilt laugh at the hypocrify and folly of the Na- 
zarenes, when thou (halt know the articles agreed upon 
between the Eleftor of Saxony, and Koningfmark, one 
of the Swedilh gtnnals, on the 27th of the 8th moon. 

The Swedes had picva led on the fon of the ekdlor 
to intercede wilh his father for a truce 5 but the old duke 
would not h<.arken to any thing of that nature, till Tor- 
ftenfon give orders to the Swedilh ai-my in thofe paits, 
that they Ihould opprtfs the tlefli^r’s fubJeAs, by exadl- 
ing from them unreafonuble taxes and contributions ; and 
tbat they Ihould lay defolatc all the countries about Di'*!* 
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deiii if they refufed to pay wh^ was demanded of them. 
Accordingly they look a caftle, which commanded a 
large valley of meadows and corn-fields. The Swedes 
burnt the corn on the ground, ltd away the peafanta cap* 
tives, and demolifhed many towns and villagts ; yet ftot 
without fome lofs on their fide ; for the Saxons one 
night Hole upon them while they were fccurcly fleeping, 
and fiew an hundred and twenty, takmg above three hun- 
dred prifoiiers. Thofe who were left iii poiTclfion of the 
caftle, met with no better fortune ; being compelled in a 
few days to furrender this their new conqueft, with five 
enfigns, i|pd a hundred and fifty prifonersi which were all 
carried in triumph to Drefden. 

One would have thought that thefe fuccelTes fliould 
have coniimed the eledor in the averfion he had already 
conceived for a treaty *, that he would rather have purfu* 
ed his good fortune with arms, cfpecially when, by en* 
tering into a private feparate treaty with the Swedes, be 
mull needs give a great fufpicion to the aflembly of the 
deputies ; biit the old duke doted ; and what neither the 
repeated folicitations- of his fon, nor the continual rava- 
ges which General Koningfmark made In his territories, 
could procure from him, that be granted to the charm- 
ing addrefies of a beautiful lady. 

The eledor's fon adhering much to the Swedilh inte- 
rell, and finding all other means ineffeAual to oblige his 
new fi lends, it was agreed upon between him andf Ko- 
ningfmark, that he (hould at Icall perfuade his father to 
a truce of a few days ; that during this ceflation of arms, 
the fon Ihould Invite his father to a banquet, where Ko- 
ningfmark Ihould be prefent, with fome of {he principal 
Swedes in his ariqy. • All this fiicceedcd according to 
•their wiflies. The good old man confented to a sefia- 
lion of arms, and to give Koningfinark a meeting at his 
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fon’s banquet. The Gei(hian gallantly^ and indeed that 
of all North Europe, coniifts much in their exccfiive 
drinking ; he is clieemed the moft polite man who can 
bear molt wine, with lealt alteration of his temper. This 
they call Caroufing. The fon had provided plenty of 
thofe wines which grow on the banks of the Rhine, 
efteemed the w^holefomed and moil delicious of all thefe 
parts. It is not nccelTary to repeat particularly their firlt 
falutcs and addrefles : both parties feemed emulous to ex- 
ceed in civilities ; they fell to their wine ^'ith freedom and 
mirth, after the manner of the country. When in the 
midft of their glalTes, whilil the heart of thei^old duke 
was elevated with the juice of the grape, came into the 
room a tall perfonage all in armour, and making his 
obeifance to the company, delivered a letter fo General 
Kbningfmark. The general having received it, the firan- 
get was invited by the ele£kor’8 fon to fit down with 
them. He was mailer of the feail, and only Koningf- 
mark and the ilranger, befides himfelf, were privy to the 
intrigue. * 

The ilranger unbuckling bis helmet, and pulUng^t off 
(for all the reft of the company were uncovered, it be- 
ing the hotteft day in all the fummer), difeovered a face, 
and hair, much like one of thofe nymphs deferibed by 
poets and painters. 

The duke could not withdraw his eyes from this fur- 
prizing beauty, nor fix his roving thoughts : Sometimes 
it put him in mind of Ganymede, the difearded minion 
of Jupiter ; but Ganymede was never feen in armour. 
Then he thought of Adonis, then of the Babylonian Py- 
ramus, the Jndian Atys. lu fine, he run over all the 
celebrated youths of the eaft, to match the beauty of 
this^illuftrious ilranger. He diank and gazed, whilft 
his fon and Koning^finark were pleafed to fee the bait 
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take. From ruminating on ou!^ fex, he paiTcd to that of 
women ; and rememberingy that in fome former battles 
between the Swedes and Germans, feveral ladies had dif- 
guifed themfelves in armour, and followed General Tor- 
ftenfon to the field, he concluded prefently, that this 
was fome bejiutiful female of Swedeland. 

This thought put the old duke into a* pleafant fit of 
raillery, yet not without fome mixture of pallion for this 
lovely heroine. There was fomething fo peculiarly grace- 
ful in all her carriage and addrefs, as charmed the elec- 
tor’s heart. The women in thofe parts of Europe are 
not fo prvecife in their converfation with men as in the 
eaft ; and it is a great point of education, fo to adjiift 
the pun^lilios of their department, as neither to appear 
too open, nor too rcferved. This w^as her mafterpiece ; 
for file fo equally divided the parts (he was to afl, both of 
a maid and a foldier, that neither entrenched on the otlier, 
but file acquitted hcrfelf with cxquifitc honour and gal- 
l^try. 

The next day after the banquet, the fon renewed his 
mediftion for a treaty, but the ele£lor feemcd cold. All 
his thoughts were bufied in ruminating on his fair enemy. 

Not to detain thee longer in expeflation of the ifltfe, 
the love of this young Amazon had taken fo deep root 
in his heart, that he would grant nothing but for her 
fake, neither could he deny any thing which Ihe.defired. 
Thus, by this ftratagem, they accompliihed their aimsj 
and he condefeended to a treaty, after fourteen days 
debate on the articles, of which I here fend thee a true 
and particular copy, that thou mayeft find fome divertife- 
ment in the folly of the infidels. The articles are as 
follow : 

• j 

That it fhould be lawful for thP duke to keep due 
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faith to the emperor, no^ ihould he be obliged to admit 
any thing contrary to the intereft of the empire* 

« That tlie elector fhould not lend the emperor above 
three regiments of horfe, nor fhould permit him to raife 
foldiers in his principality* 

“ That the Swedes fhould have free and fafe pafTage 
through Saxony, provided they came not within three 
miles of Drcfden. 

** That there fhould be free traffic between the eleftor^s 
fubjcdls and the Swedes *by land and water* 

That at the end of three months, each party fhould 
be obliged to declare, whether they would prolong the 
truce or break it off. 

*• That the elector fliould again enjoy his revenues, 
except thofe which were drawn from Leipfick. That he 
fhould pay the Swedes eleven thoufand rixdollars a^month, 
and a certain quantity of corn* 

That the ele^lor flitnld do nothing which might 
hinder the liege of Magdeburg.’’ 

Thcfc articles at firll fight appeared to be tljually 
favourable to the Saxons as to the Swedes ; but in 
reality, they ferved only as an umbrage to deeper defigiis, 
which the Swedes had in agitation ; for this was tiie 
firft ftep to draw the Saxon off fiom tlic emperor’s 
party ; and Torftenfon was now fecure, that whilft the 
Swedes rufhed failhcr into Germany, the Saxons would 
not molefl them behind. 

For my part, I neither underftand the policy nor the 
integrity of the eleAor in figning thcfc articles, nor how 
he can recckicile the firft of them with any of the reft ; 
to give fafe-conduct and kind eiftcr^ainmcnt to the cne- 
mics3 of his fovercign ; to be obliged not to lend him any 
more alfiftance thah his enemies Ihall allow, nor fuffer 



Book 1. • 


A SPIT AT*?ARIS. 


47 

him to raife forces at his own cliarges ; to be cheated of 
Iks own revenues, and tamely yield to pay a monthly 
tribute belides ; to be tied up from fuccouring one of the 
principal towns in his principality, at that time belieged 
by the Swedes ; this is a nev/ method of keeping due 
faith to fovejreigns, or of obferving common prudence for 
one’s felf. But ** women and wine caufe a wife man te 
ilumble,” as the Arabians fay. And this old prince is 
bleifcd in a hopeful fon, who is not alKamed to turn 
pimp, that fo he may betray his father to his mortal ene- 
mies. But let the Chridians proceed in their falfeliood 
and treaahery one againit another, whilfl: every good 
muffulman proftrates hlmfelf five times a-day, and prays 
in his integrity for the confummation of that time, where- 
in God has determined to put a period to the monarchies 
of thefe infidels, and to reduce them to the faith and 
obedience of his holy law, * 

I willi fomc of my •friends would fend me fome i ela- 
tion of what paffes in the call ; I have heard nothing of 
moment out of Afia thefe many moons. 1 could almoU 
tbinkVnyfelf banifhed from the eternal providence, whilft 
T refide among thefe uncircumcifed. 

"J’hink fomelimcs on Malimut, and if thou canft not 
iclicvc his melancholy, at lead pity him, whom all the 
lionours and pleafures of thefe weftern parts would not be 
able to exhileratc, fo long as he apprehends himfelf for^ 
gotten by his friends at Conftantinoplc. 

Paris, aoth of the nth Moon, of the Year 16^5. 
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XV.— To Mahummed fioGiA) Dermfcy Eremitf Inba- 
litant of the Sacred Cave at the Foot of Mount Uriel In 
AraUta the Happy* 

'X'hy remembrance is as the dew of the evening, or the 
midnight breezes in Afric, after the fcorching fervours of 
a fummer’s day, when neither trees, nor houfes, nor high- 
eft mountains, afford any fhadow. Such are the employ- 
ments of ftate, keeping the mind in as reftlefs an aAivity 
as. that which the philofophers fay is the occaiion of heat. 
Such alfo is the refreflimcnt 1 find in thinking on thee, 
whofe foul is a manfion of tranquillity, an umbrella of 
temperance, and all virtue. Thither I retreat for refpir- 
ation from the fatigues of worldly bufinefs. Pardon the 
bold accefs of an humble flave, who cannot be fo happy 
as to vifit thee any otherwife than by letters, yet would 
be miferable in the want of this privilege. 

Ever fince I had the honour tQ kifs the duft of thy 
feet in that facred retirement, I was filled with love and 
admiration of thy fandlity. Thrice happy are the neigh- 
bouring fhepherds, whofe flocks feed under thy atifpici- 
ous proteSion. No fierce lions, nor ravenous tigers, dare 
violate that fanduar}', or hunt for prey within thofe mea- 
dow’s confecrated by thy prefence. That rich and flow- 
ery vale was firft fecured with an eternal immunity from 
fpoil and rapine by the bleifing of our holy Prophet ; 
now that bleifing fetms to be redoubled by thy prayers 
and abftinences, who iiiheriteft his fpirit as well as .his 
abode. It was in that holy cave the mcfTcnger of God 
failed for the fpace of three moons. Thy whole life there 
is one contjnued abftinence. When thou lifteft up thy 
venerable hands to heaven in pra}er,i the enemies of' our 
liol/ law are feized with fear and trembling ; thou avt 
the guardian angel^ of the Ottoman empire ; thy body, 
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attenuated with twenty years fafting, is purified almoft to 
*invportality ; thou art become a denizon among the fpi- 
fits ; neither the beads of the earth, nor the fowls of the 
air, nor the fiih of the fea, will charge thee with their 
blood ; Miy table never fmoked with ilaughtered dain« 
ties ; every tree affords thee a feaft, and the meadows re- 
gale thee with a thoufand harmlefs delicacies; thy thlrft is 
allayed with the cryftal dreams ; and when thou art dif- 
pofed .to banquet, the Arabian iheep fupply thee with 
ncAar ; thus, like a prudent traveller, tliou accudomeft 
thyfelf beforehand to the diet of the country whither 
thou art gqfng; thou lived the life of paradifciiere on 
earth. 

Thou art not privy to the wickednefs of the age ; that 
cell guards thee from other mens vices, while thy incom-. 
parable humility defends thee from thy own virtues; thou 
art not puffed up with thy fublime perfeftions ; pride is 
a ferpent which commonly poifons.the root of the faireft 
endowments, but thou had cruflied this ferpent in the 
«gg- 

In that folltudc the angel opened the heart of the Sent 
of God, and took out from thence the devil’s feed-plot. 
When Mahomet awaked (for this was done while he lay 
in a trance), he faid, I am a worm. When Gabrid faw' 
his humility, he pronounced a bleiling on the place, that 
whofoever fhould dwell in that cave, fiiould be meek as 
Abraham, chade as Jofeph, and temperate as^ Ifmad. 
Thou hall experienced the effe£l of his benedidion. 

There is another happinefs alfo attends thy retire- 
ment ; thou lived free from cares and anxieties; thou 
committed the public good to the condu£l of thy fove- 
re^^n, and thy private welfare to the protedlion of Pro- 
vi(!e?ice; neither difquieted foi the one, nor felicitous :^r 
tlie other. Who lifes, and who fallfi^in the favour qf 
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the fultan ; who purchafcs the government of the em- 
pire by their merits, or who by their money ; whether it 
'be better to remain in the feraglio, or to be made bnlTa 
of Egypt, are cares that never moleft thee. Thou canil 
iit in that fan6):uary of peace, and pity thofe «^hofe 'am- 
bition, and the love of glory, has driven into the toils of 
war. Thou canft behold with compalfion the burdeii- 
fome attendants the .great ; their labours by day, and 
their watchings by night $ their reftlefs thoughts and bu- 
fy aftions ; macerated bodies, and uneafy fouls : while 
with indefatigable pains they purfue mere fhadows, and 
endeavour to grafp the wind, or fecure to themfelves a 
bubble, which is no fooner touched than it vaniflies ; 
thou in the mean time art filling thy mind with folid 
, linowledge, and laying up pofleifions which fhall never 
be taken from thee ; for the foul carries her goods along 
with her to that other world. 

1 often wifli myfelf with thee ; and the remembrance 
.of what I once enjoyed in thy converfation, cannot be 
effaced by diftance of time and place ; the farther I am 
from thee, the more ardently do I long to fee tl^e. But 
even in thefe innocent deiircs, there is a neceffary morti- 
fication ; fince we are not bom for ourfclves, but to com- 
ply with the myfterious ends of fate. I am appointed to 
ferve the Grand Signlor in this place, where I endea- 
vour to acquit myfelf a faithful Have, and a good mufful- 
illan. Jf I fail in the firft, my great mailer will punilh 
me ; .if in the lall, God and his prophet will revenge it. 
Yet I hope every frailty will not be effeemed a tranfgref- 
fion, fince the heart and the hands go not always toge- 
ther. l^ften ftrive to imitate thy abftlnence, but my 
appetites are too firong for me: I return to my old 
Qpurfe again, like a bow that is forcibly bent. Yet I lin 
ROt in this, fince cc is not required at my hands. 
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Phiy for me^ holy man of Go<l> that» while 1 aim at 
things^ I may not fall into the worft ; and by 
ftriving to arrive at perfeSion» I may not crack thofe pow- 
ers which are requifite to keep me fiedfall in the high- 
way of ihoral virtue. I leave thee to tliy contemplations^ 
and the focWy of thy courteous angels, who ever wait 
at the door of tliy cell. 

Paris, aoth of 2 l^e xxth Moon, of the Year 1645. 


XVL— To UsEPH, 

I FORMERLY acquainted thee, that Uladillaus King of 
Poland, fought Chriftina Queen of Sweden in marriage; 
but that his propofal was rejeded. Now thou mayeft 
know, that this monarch has made a more fucce&ful 
amour, being married to Louife Marie de GonzaguCM 
Princcfs of Mantua. The nuptial folemnities were per- 
formed in this city the ambafiador of Poland, w^ 
was his mailer’s proxy. The greateft part of the laft 
moon was fpent in maiks, banquets, and court-revels, to 
honour the efpoufals of this new queen, who is iince gone 
towards Poland, being attended to the frontiers by a nu* 
merous train of the nobility^ with all the ceremonies and 
regard due to a perfon of her rank. 

The French, who are never fparing in words, are too 
liberal in the praifes they beftow on this prince^ ; foe if 
all were true they fay of her, flie might be lifted^ the 
• nuinl|^r of angels; whereas, fomc more imparls eyes 
have difeovered fuch imperfe&ions, as fpeak her yet on 
this fide a faint. But ordinary virtues in princes dazzle 
the multitude, borrowing a greater luilrc &om the nobi- 
lity of tlieir blood, and the eminence of their quality ; 
their vices are either flirouded ;^om the vulgar, or 
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made to pafs for yiitucs, in the artificial drefi which flat- 
terers put on them. It is under this advantage the aew T 
Queen of Poland is cried up for a Diana ; though a late 
fatirefl: vmdicatcs her from being half fo cruel iCs that 
gcddefs ; it being no fecret» that a young Itidian m'ar- 
quis had fometliing kinder ufage than had AAeon, when 
he accidentally encountered this princefs as flie was walk> 
ing alone one evening in a grove belonging to her pa- 
lace. 

I am no patron of libels ; nor would I fpeak irreve- 
rently of thofe whofe royal birth claims refpedt from all 
mortals; but the ftupidity of the Nazareuc^ provokes 
my pen, who allow their women all the uncontroulaUe 
ii^edom and opportunities* that commonly give birth to 
the moft irregular amours, and yet believe thdn innocent. 
They are perfeft idolaters of that fex, not having learn- 
ed, vrith the illuminated muiTulmans, that women are of 
a citation inferior to that of men, have fouls of a lower 
ilamp, and confequently more prone to vice ; and that 
they ihall never have the honour to be admitted into our 
paradife. • 

But thou who believeft the do£lrines clear and intelli- 
g%le, and liaft kifled the garment of the Sent of God, 
wilt not fuiFcr thy reafon to be blinded by the enchant- 
ments of thefe deluding fair ones ; but fo love women, as 
^ to remember thou art a man, whicii is fometliing 
riitire fublimc. 

of the xsth Moon, of the Year 1645. 


• XVII. — Kaimacham. 

Jt is hard to guefs where ll»e French Tidories will t^cr- 
minstc. Either fear, or the defire of novelties, opens the 
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^ gates of moft cities to them; and when that will not do^ 
force of thdr cannon makes a paiTage into the ftrong« 
eft hoMs of their enemiesi and puts whole provinces un- 
der thai;^ubjedhlon. 

Their enamies fay, that^ the French never befiege. a 
own, but their lirft afiaults are made with bullets of 
gold ; and when that will neither prevail on the gover- 
nor, nor win a party, then they only try the force of the 
coarfer metal. Yet this will appear but a flander, if 
thou confidereft a late a£lion of the Duke of Orleans, 
when he lay down before Bourbnrg. 

He hadk fcarce finiftied his trenches, when the next 
morning an arrow was found with a letter faftened to it, 
not.fiur from his tent. The letter was direfled to the 
duke, and fublcribed by the governor of the town. The 
contents of it were, to fignify to him, that if he would 
give him fifty thoufand pieces of gold, and continue hintf 
in his office, he would (he next night open the gates, and 
let in his army ; and that before mid-day he would fend 
a meflenger to know his pleafure. The duke waited the 
arrival Vif the meflenger, who feconded what his mafter 
bad faid. But the magnanimous prince, inftead of ac- 
cepting his offer, feat him back to his mafter, with tUs 
meffage, That he came not before the town as a mer- 
chant, to purchafe it at the price of a needlefs treafon ; 
but as a foldier, at the head of an army flufhed with con- 
tinual viclories fumtnoning him forthwith to fun%n- 
der at difcreilon, that being the only way to experience 
his generofity. 

This year has been fignaUzed with much a&ian in 
Flanders, Catalonia and Italy. The field waa (hared a- 
mong many brave generals. 

•Tlie Duke of Orleans had the command of the army 
.In Fl inders, where he took the forts flf Vandreval, Bour- 

c 3 
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burgi Linki Dringheiii Bethunci S. Venant» Guifca^ 
Xens, Mardykci Lillm» Mening and Armentien. 

Thefe places were won by feveral parties, undfir 
commands of'the Marefchab de Gaftion, de Rii^ifn, and 
the Duke of Guife, who all a&ed in feparatr bodies un« 
der the Duke of Orleans. 

Nor was the Count de Harcourt idle in Catalonia, 
where he fucceeded in the charge of the Marefchal de la 
Mothe. The firlt effort of his arms was the retaking of 
Agramont, which the Spaniards had feized; a ftrong 
city, and which kept a large part of Catalonia in fulgec* 
tion. * 

From hence he marched toward RoTes, one of the 
moft important places for ftrength under t^e Spanifh 
king’s domnnions, and governed by an experienced fol« 
dier, who failed not to defend the place to tlie laft ex* 
tremes ; but after a iiege of two moons was compelled to 
yield for want of provifions. o 
After this, the French general cut off feven hundred 
Spaniards, who were polled to hinder his paffage over 
a river. The next day the whole armies meefing in 
the plains of Liorens, there was a furious encounter, in 
which'thc Spaniards loft ten regiments of horfe on the 
fpot ; the reft threw down their arms and yielded. The 
Man^uis of Mortare, one of the Spanilh generals, was 
taken captive, with other perfons of note ; among which 
was the ftaodard-bearer of Spain. 

Yet this was but the engagement of one wing ; for 
when the other entered the combat, the llaughterwas 
dreadful. Of the Spaniards were flain fix thoufand horfe, 
and iixteen^hundred foot } and three-and-twenty hundred 
of them were made prifoners. Thep French loft not a- 
bo9e three hundred in all, and had but a few wounded. « 
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Thiibattk hat blt>ught^ kifinite glory to the Count 
'dFllarcoiitt. After which there ba|»pened nothing re- 
marMide in Cataloina» {ave the ^taking of Balaguicr, 
which to this year’t campaign oh that fide* 

Prineh ^hfooiMT of Shvofy commanded in Italy, but 
"^had no great number of French in lut army^ the main 
body being drawn off to fcrve in Caudonia* Yet vexed 
to fee the focceft pf the^ Spaniards,^ who had pofleffed 
themfelvet of a ftrong caftlc, .and kept the fie^n a bra«i 
vado, as if be were not to fime them, he ndfid fome 
recrukt and entered die Mihmene, where he took the 
city and cattle of Vigevano. After thia, defigning to re- 
turn into Piedmont, he found all the paffiiges blocked up 
by the Spaipardt, who had a far 'J^reacet ' army than his* 
Yet affiiining'coura|re, he attempted to paft.the river/ 
Moura ; and the enemy pfefenting themfelveB to oppofe 
hia defign, he gave them battle, and killed five hundred*- 
and thrcefcore of them# among which were nine ofScere 
of principal command and quality $ on his fide were loft 
two hundred common foldiers and twelve o&ers, among . 
which ^8 his brother Prince Maurice of Savoy. Thefe' 
are the chief aftions on tliat fide. > As for Portugal,; 
there has happened nothing in that kingdom worthy of 
remark. 

I have in this letter, fage governor of the imperial- 
city, obferved the method thou enjoinedft me ; I have 
acquainted thee with whatfoever has occurred in the pre-- 
fent wars of France and Spain duiing this year. 

It is dlfcourfed here, that the Venetians will lay fiege 
to Canea nextTpring, in hopes to recover that important 
place fn>m the arms of the victorious Ottomans. 

The Duke of Orleans will be on his march to Flan- 
dfrs toward the latter end of the next moon, refolving^^ 
make an earlj campaign, being alarmefb with the late lob 

c 4 
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of Mardykc which the Spaniards took hy furprife» wHh-. 
out much hloodflicd, having not the fourth .part of^* 
hundred men killed on their fide ^ whereas, wbu'^the 
French took It from them, k cofi five thoufan^^ves of 
the bed foldiers the King of Fnfiice had la bSS^army* 

The hour of the poft wiU not permit me to fay more; 
than that I am the humbleft of thy Haves. 

Paris, X4tli of the xsth ^loon, of the Year 1645 * 


XVIlI.--M 7 Vl>OfifiT Ootev* 

1 WILL not make trial of the vlrtufl of friendftip at this 
time, in the way that phSofophers propofe to be ufed 
between fuch as own that title. I will not complain of 
the dolours 1 undergo, that fo by making thy compaffion 
ihare them with me, I may eaie myfelf of a part. It 
appears to me a pufiHanimoos, i^ not an unjuft a6lion, 
for a man to transfer his fufferings by difeovering them 
to his friend, and defignedly throw that upon another, 
which is fcarcc tolerable to himfelf. * 

^ 1 am fick, and cuftom has rendered this almoft as na- 
tural to me as health. My conftitution is not proof a- 
gainft the envenomed arrows that are ihot from the ftars; 
nor am I conllcUated to refill the fecret contagions that 
lurk in the elements. The herbs^e of the field languifh- 
es when poifoned with invifible atoms from above ; and 
all the leaves of the foreft wither when touched with the 
baneful cmiflions of certain meteors, or fcorched with 
the winged exhalations of the night. So^our bodies le- 
edve a thoufand impreffions from things without us, and 
not a few maladies from ourfelves. c Thc very channel of 
life proves many times t}ie vehicle of death, while o'ar 
lungs fuck in unwholfome airs, and our very breath be- 
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copies our bane» We hare radical poifons in our com- 
plexionSf which^ though they do us no hurt while we let 
lliem lie dormant, yet, once excited by our palfiona and 
vicF^ they become noxious and fatal, hurrying us into 
the clhioibers of death, by unaccountable difeafes and 
pains, wmch are under no predicament. 

^ This makes me bear iny prefent diftemper with an 
equal mind, becaufe I know its original, and it is not in 
the lift of thofe maladies which have no name ; whereby 
I can cafily calculate its duration, and almoiT point to a 
day when 1 ihall be well again ; for it is in the number 
of thofe, phyficians call acute ; and the angiiifh it infliAs 
confirms that title. 

Take not this for a complaint, nor what I am about 
to fay for a paradox, when 1 tell thee, that 1 know not 
which is greater, my pleafure or pain, during this excru- 
ciating fever. Thefc aSedions border fo near qpe upon 
another, that I find it dijBicult to diftinguidi them. Th^y 
feem to be inmates 40 Fach other, and blended together 
in their roots. Sure I am, they are fo twilled and inter* 
woven in niy conftitution, that I never felt one without 
the otiicr. £veiy man may experience, that his ftrong- 
eft dCiires are compounded of thefc two pailions, and the 
very moment of fruition itfclf cannot feparate them. The 
minute of enjoyment it but confecrated to his lofs, while 
the height of his joy is the rife of his grief, fince the 
fmallefl; particle of tim<t cannot diftinguifh the life q/id 
death of his pleafure. 

Do but reverie this contemplation, and apply it to my 
fickuefs, an<^ thou wilt find no riddle in my words, when 
I alTure thee, that as the torment of my fever advances, 
fo does my cafe ; pleafure and pain fit and ifiake hands 
in my heart, embrace* and equally divide its fyftole and 
diaftole between them.. 
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Yet I mufl needs own, I am indebted for this fdlay of ^ 
my dolours to the prefence of my mind, which'ITufiCT . 
not to be torn from itfelf, or carried away by tAe^xifiole&l/ 
motion of my agitated fpirits. Were it not for tJ^ST a 
fever would prove a hell upon earth, and every jSulfc •a, 
tormenting fury. My very drink (which is all my fubfift- 
ence now) would appear but the loathfome diftillation of ^ 
that trce,wliofe unpalatable and fcalding gum is appoint- 
ed for a beverage to the damned. The fofteft entertain- 
ment of my bed, while awake, would but be a tranflation 
of the torments of Ixion and Syfiphns ; and the flatter- 
ing intervals of fleep would but renew the fufferings of 
Tantalus. Whereas now, whether aileep or awake, my 
mind, keepng aloft in her proper fphere, biificd in the 
contemplation and enjoyment of herfelf, and fnperior ob- 
jeds, partakes not in the fever of my body, but, as if on 
the cooktop of fome high mountain, furveys all the val- 
lies beneath, without being fcnflble of tbeir raging heats. 

I owe this tranquillity, in the midtt of bodily pertur- 
bations, to the examples of ancient philofophers, which 
thou knowell have far moie influence than precepts. 
Ever fince I read, that l^lotinus could cluce away the 
racking tortures of the gout and iloiie, by the foie force 
of his thought, 1 daily tried the experiment, fpuired on 
by emulation of his virtue, as judging it ignoble in a 
muifulman to give the palm to a pagan in any point of 
mafculinc bravery. 

It Is recot ded of the fam^ philofopher, that, by the 
mere ftrength and msgefty of his mihfl, he difllpated the 
enchantments of ApoHonius Tyanxus ; and the infernal 
ipirits confelfed they were baffled by that thinking man : 

‘ As if his ioul were of thn flatnre of Medufa’s head, which 
turned all into ina^ver fEatucs who (lid but look on it. 

I „ 

Surely great is ^e efficacy of contemplation hinted at 
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.Ak the Arabian proverbi which fays, He that can fee 
^is own eyes without a glafs, ihall be able to move the 
home.*’ . Which myfterious exprefiion is thus iiv 
t«l}hic|ed by the learned Avicen : A prophet, or fpiritual 
mao, v^o always converlies within, ihall have power to 
ihake the foundations of the earth which, thou know- 
eil, reds on the horns of a bull, according to the do^rine 
of our holy lawgiver. 

I' need fay no more to convince thee that I am in 7 k > 
fever. My thus expatiating and running from one thing 
to another (when I thought to have faid all in a few 
words) will fatisfy thee what temper I am in. Yet re- 
colle£kmg*myfelf with comfort, that I know my diftem- 
per, I will crave leave to tell thee a fliort dory .of a man 
who was lick for many years, and yet the abled phyfi- 
eians in Paris could not difeern his malady. . 

This perfon was an ofiEcer of the city, whofe bufinefs 
it was to arred men that were In debt. He was obferv- 
ed to be the fubtleih of all his brethren, and the mod 
dexterous at plotting another man^s ruin. This augment- 
ed his edate, and he grew extremely rich. But in the 
onc-and-fortieth year of his age, he was feized with an 
unknown malady, a didemper to which the mod Ikilful 
were drangers. He languiflied five years, in a condition 
which moved all men to pity.^ It will be tedious to re- 
count the fymptoms of his iUneft. At length he died, 
and, according to his own will, was dilTeded. The phy- 
ficians found all parts of his body decayed and waflfed ; 
but when they came to hts head, they were, above mea- 
fure aftonilhed to fee a ned of ferpents, inde^ of brainy. 
This was concluded by all to be the fourtie of his didem- 
per ; and people defcant varioully on it. Sbine lay it 
was a judgment of Sod infliAed 09 him for bis cruel fub- 
tb:ty, in trepanning men out of their liberties by a thoufind 

*c6 
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wiles : Others are of opinioiii that it h a natural pro^ 
duA, it being ufual in fome conftittttions for this fort 
creature to be bred out of 'their vitals. A mcrchaiil^ 
that had been in Peru told met that in a province of'fhat 
empirCt there were peoplct who, by drinking th€ water 
of a certain Tiver, had ferpents often engendered in their 
bowels ; that he had feen one prefented tcj^the King of ^ 
Spaint which was taken out of a dead man’s hearty a cu- 
bit in length. He faid it was of a crimfon colour, with- 
out fcales or eyea^; neither was it venomous. This he 
aflerted very folemnlyt and with imprecations. 

I teH theet dear friendt if thefe things be true, who 
can be fore he harbours not fome fuch loathfome inmate 
in his body ; yet 1 would not have thee grow melancho- 
ly upon it, and difturb thy repofe. The day^will come 
when we fliall all be metamorphofed into worms and fer- 
pents in the grave. 

' In the meanwhile, live thou happily in ths^.fitvour of 
thy fovereign, in the enjoyment of ^hy health, the vigour 
of thy fenfes, and have fometimes in thy thoughts a man 
full of in6rnutfe8, without murmuring, Mahmut,^ that 
loves his friend 'in all conditions- 

l^artg, a6th of the isth Moon, of the Year x 645 « 


XIX. — Yo /ic SiLiCTAR Ac A, or Sword-Bearer to his 
t Uighnefsm 

X WISH 1 coidd time my letters fo, as to gratify all the 
minifteraof the blcflcd Porte# by making each alternate- 
ly the firft relatcr of fome acceptable news in the myftc- 
rious divan, Vhcre all human events are fcanned with ixn- 
partml judgment. But ev^ry moon does not prefent us 
wills fiegea or baulep $ neither can, I receive intelligence 

a 
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of bH remarkable events^ fo foon as they come to pafs. 
What 1 ihall no^ tranfinit to thee, b an account of what 
\has been omitted in my dffpatcbes to the other minifters. 
^^’Cttrope is a fidd, fertile in rcbdlioaa, tumidts, dif- 
'ordei^i and unnatural wars. No part of Chriftendom^ 
which is not pdluted with treafoDS» per£die8«>and maf- 
facres ; no^omcr undefiled with human blood. The fon 
confpires the death of him who firft gave him his life ; 
the brother lays trains to enfnare the partner of his bloody 
the ofFspriog of her that bare himfelf. 'No bond of a£- 
fe£lion, or tie of confanguinky* is of force to reftrain 
thefe infidels from purfuing each other with malice. Nei- 
ther has^their religion any more influence on their paf- 
fioDSf than the fables of the ^illcient poets. In public 
and private, all things are governed by intcreft. Thus, 
while every man and every ftate are only biaifed by the 
narrow priiKiples of felf-prefervation, they abandon the 
general good of Chriftendom, and cxpofe it as a j^rey to 
the next daring invader. 

There is no reafon that we ifaould grieve at this folly 
of the Naaarencs. It is from their impiety and vices, the 
virtue and wifdom of the vidorious mufltdmans receive 
the greater luftre, who are created to difplant thefe un- 
circumcifed, and inftrud the ns^ions which they pof- 
feifed in the faith free from Idcmifh. 

Yet iince the depredations which the « Swedes have 
made in Gel-many and Denmark, the neighbouring cipwnt 
and ftates, notwithftanding their iniincerity, have feem- 
inglyinterpofed their endeavours, to prevent the mrft 
effeds of a war, fo deftrudivc to the common nitereft of 
Chriftendom^ Deputies were fent from sdl parts to Mun- 
ftei and Ofnaburg, with inftrudtions from \faeir refpec- 
live fovercigns. They have fqttamdered away much rime 
*10 vain overtures of peace; whilft tjfs Sweto daOy get 
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ground on ^ne fide of the empire, and the French Srr 
not unfuccefaful on the other. 

The enemies of France, fenfible that they cannot re- 
duce this crown by open force, have tecourfe to artifie^.- 
Tbey endeavour to conupt her aUics, and infinuate<ios<n 
the minds of the United States of the Low Countries^ 
all thofe apprehetifions which may ferve to improve the 
jealoufy they had already conceiv^ of the French neigh- 
bourhood ; fuggefting that the Spaniih Netherlands are 
the only bmr which flops the armies of France from over- 
running HoUand, and the reft of the United Provinces. 
In fine, they have prevailed on them to enter into a fe- 
parate alliance, and not to treat in conjunAion ii(^ith the 
other mintflers at Munfteii^ 

On the other fide, the Freimh, by their agentain Hol- 
land, endeavour to unmafk the artifice of <the Spaniards ; 
reprefenting that they have no other defign in thefe in- 
finuations, but to breed an ill underftanding between this 
crown and the United Provinces, thet fo by their ill of* 
fices, in time, tilings may come to a rupture, and the 
States be deprived of Xht friendfhip and prote^on of 
Fiance, which alone is able to fupport that common- 
wealth againft the prelenfions of their old^ enemies, the 
Spaniards. All Europe is aftonifhed to fee, that not- 
withflanding the utmoft condefeenfions of the French 
court to tonfenoe peace,, yet the States, led by their 31 
deftiivjr, Ihould embrace the propofris of Spain. This 
makes a great imprefiion on all the miiiifters aflcmblcd at 
Munfter and Ofiiabuig, who nOw conclude, that the Spa- 
niards only feek occafions to perpetuate the war in Eu- 
rope ; that whilft the princes of. the empire are engaged 
in a defence^ of their territories^ and the Swedes and 
French are bufied in purfuing their 'cifiiquefts, riiey may 
pick a quarrel with t^eir new friends, whom they have 
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deprived of a more powerful prote^tiou, and re<eftabliih 
^thcmfelves in the revolted provinces. 

The deputies have had feveral conferences about this 
important affair ; and the refult of their counfels is, to 
fblick'the French court to ufe its utmoft power -to pre« 
vent the ill confequences which this feparate treaty will 
bring along*with it. 

It is difeourfed here, that Monfieur de la Tuillerie will 
be recalled from the court of Swedeland, being efteemed 
the htteft man to diffuade the Hollander^'from this new 
alliance ; he having been already employed in feveral ne- 
gotiations with the States, and is wcU verfed In the me- 
thods of^reating with that nation. 

This fome judge to be the rcafon of the STeur Cha- 
nut’s being feat to Swedeland, that ^be may refide at 
Stockholm, and continue to a£l there in the ab&nce of 
la Tuillerie. So nice and delicate is this afiRsiir, that all 
France cannot afford another man duly qualified, t6 ma- 
nage it with any probability of fuccefs. If he (how not 
more candour in this negodation than he did when he 
was fent to mediate a peace between 'Sweddand and 
I>enmark, he will receive but (lender thanKs at his re- 
turn ; but if he fucceeds^ k is faid, that Cardinal Ma« 
zarini has declared, he will merit to^ be inltalled in the 
order of the Holy Spirit. 1 have formerly fpoke of this 
In one of my letters, as the moft eminent order of knight- 
hood in France. 

1 wifh the Chriftlans may ever fmd difficulties to ob- 
firuft the meafares th^ take to eflabliih an univerihl 
peace, and may continue to amufe and vea one another,' 
till the day of the fcourge. 

Paris, aeth of the ift ^oon, of the Year 1646. 
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XX.— To the Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary of the 
Ottoman Empin 

It IS not yet publicly known wbat defigns hare 
this court to order a mighty fleet to be fitted out to fea ^ 
but it is privately whirpeied, that they will fail to the 
Levant, to afliit the Venetians agalnlt the Tuiks. 

People difeourfe varioufly, accotding to the fticngth 
or wtaknefs of tlieir reafon ; and five days ago an old 
man went to Caidlnal Mazarini, pretending to fpeak by 
infpiiation : He told him, that it was in vain to truii to 
their winged caftles (fo he called the fhips), the multi- 
tude of their armies, or in the ireafures of theii^ money ; 
for a decite was figned in Heaven againll nil the nations 
in Europe ; that the war was begun above, between the 
potentates who have the cuftody of kingdoms and em- 
pires ; that they (hould fooli fee the banner of the eter- 
nal difplayed in the firmament } that the liars fliould fight 
in their courfes againfl: the vtichti profclfiirs of Chri- 
ftianity ; that the Ifmaelitcs lliould come out of tbeii* 
holes, and fliould flow down like a torunt ftom the 
mountains oPthc eaft, overrunning all Chriftendom* ; in 
fine, that Germany, France, Italy, and Spain, fliould 
be laid defohte, their beautiful cities facked, and the 
inhabitants led into captivity ; that the pope, with all his 
priefts, (hould be exterminated ; aud that all natiuua iheuU 
embrace one law. 

They put him in prifon, but he was found walking 

next day in the flreets. The keeper chained him in irons, 

but in the morning he was ftanding at the gate of the 

prifon, preaching to the people. Some fay he is a che« 

mift, and hasVound out the mailer fecret $ others fay, he 

is a prophet ; but moll judge him to bb a magician. He 

kcBoJt now to have lofl; his vigour, not being able to re-' ^ 
€ 
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leafe himfclf from the chains which faften him to the 
groapd where he lies ; yet he continues to foretel the 
ruin of Chriftepdom.. It is.faxd he will be feat to Rome, 
there to receive fentepce of the holy father, according to 
Ills demerits. I am no admirer of vifionariest yet there 
appears fomethiitg extraordinary in the conftancy of this 
man. Time will demonftrate,. whether he be a true or a 
falfe prophet. 

A courier canie to this city iait night ^rom Swede* 
land, who brings letters from Monlieur Chanut, which 
fay, that he has receWed great encoaragement to hope 
for the fhtps which be was to boy in Swedeland. Thou 
haft already heard, that Monfieur b Tiiilleriei ambaila* 
dor from, this crown to Queen Cbiiftina, 'was thought 
the only proper ioftrument to difluade the United States 
of the Low Countries from entering into afeparate treaty 
with Spain s and that therefore Monfieur Chamit was 
fent to reftde in his%abfence at Stockholm, to cftiferre 
what paffes, and to continue the alliance between the 
two crowns. 

This miniftcr arriTcd in SwCdebnd the 15 th day of 
the moon of December, in the laft year, where Moiii* 
fieur b Tuilleric had prepared all things repdy for a 
fpeedy difpatoh of his negotiation ; haTing the day be*- 
fore his arrival made known to that eour^he pleafure of 
the Ktn^ of France, and the Queen-R^nt, whofe let- 
ters were received by Queen Chriftina with all the marks 
of royal alTe^fcidn $ telling the ambafiador, that (he 
infinirely honoured the perfons of the king and the queen- 
regent ; and that (be would give them fuch proofs of the* 
integrity of her friendfhip, as would demonftrate that (he 
was fenftble of hei» oUigations to them,' for what they 
'^lad contributed to the good fuccefs of her afiairs ;*and 
that there was nothing more dear to her, nor more fixed 
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in her refolatton, than to conferve inviolably th(f league 
that was between them. She &rther told the ambafla- 
dors^ that it was with no ordinary complacency ihe *ndw 
beheld two minifters of FaindC' in hei*' courts after ihe. 
had been without any for a lohg time. In fine^ flie af* 
fured them» that whatfoeWcould be fpared from the 
neceflary defence and fervice of the kingdom, whether 
ihips, arms, or men, fhould not be wanting to the aid 
of the King of France. ^ 

By this thou mayeflr perceive,^ diat though the King 
of France has powerfid and!^ by land, yet he is defec- 
tive in naval forcn ^ or, if he has ihips enough' to de- 
fend his own reahm by fea, and to fervc as eonvoys to 
his merchants, it !mtift1>e concluded, that' foine. foreign 
espedition is defigned, which has put him upon this ex- 
traordinary method to increafe his fleet. 

1 thoq^t it highly nece&ry to acquaint thee with 
this pafli^, that the miniftcrs of tho Porte, auguft and 
ever happy, may confult what mcafures to take with 
this prince, if it be true that he defigns to break the 
league which he made with Sultan Ibrahim four ^btrs 
ago. There is but h'ttle confidence to be repofed in the 
moft folemn oaths of Chriftian monarchs, who hold not 
themfelves obliged to keep faith with thofe whom they 
efieem infidels^and thou kzroweft that is the bell title 
they pan afford the obfervers of the moft perfed law in 
the world. Yet the French, among all the nations of 
the Meffias, feem to bear the greateft refped to the Ot- 
toman empire. But they are iuconftant and changeable, 
which is an argument of infincerity. They are very 
prompt and i^rm in contrading friendfliips, and as ready 
to infringe thofe &cred.bon<b, on the leaft occafion, 
€fpeciaDy where inte^eft and ambition have the afeend-* 
ant. 
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The Venetian rdSdent at this court makes daily vifita 
' to the queen-regentf and has frequent conferences vdth 
Cardinal Mazarini. Many couriers pafs between Mun- 
4er, Stockholm, and this city. Yefterday one arrived 
from the Venetian ambaflador at Munfter, giving an ac- 
count that the fecretary of that embafiy, whom he had 
fent to Queen Chriftina, was returned with the promife 
of eight fhips of war, lent by that queen to the republic, 
to alfift them againft the all-conquering muilulmaiis. 

It feems as if ' Sweden were become the common arfe- 
* nal of Europe, from which the other kingdoms are fup* 
plied with all the inftnimepts of war. But what is moft- 
obfervable is, that the Venetians obtained not this fa- 
vour, without the mediation of the French minifter at 
Stockholm $ by which it feems evident, that this court 
has newly entered into a private league with the republic ; 
and that they defign to furprife the Ottomans with fcfme 
fudden enterprife by (ta« 

I (hall not let a moment efcape which may prefent me 
with the leaft opportunity to dilcover what is in the 
hcartf of thefe infidels. 

If thou wilt favour me with thy inftniftions, I lhall 
make the fafer fteps. God, whofe eye penetrates into all 
obfeurities, enlighten us with a ray to that wifdom, which , 
once revealed to his meifenger the fecret confpiracy of 
the Coreis, when they plotted to deftroy tfic temple built 
without hands. * 

Paris, 17th of the id M^en, of the Year 1(^46. 


XXL-— To William Vospel, a Reclufe aT Halmeijladt 
^ * in Auftria. 

I RECEIVED thy letter with abundaifte of complacency, 
in that it argues the continuance of thy friendfhip ; and 
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that I trace therein no fooiftepa of an angry pen, not- 
withllanding the liberty I took to defcant on thy man- 
ner of life. On the GOiitrary» thpn fendeft me an apo- 
logy, full of meekneffi. Thy reafons have a marvellous 
force in them ; they feem to fpring from a foul vegete 
and living, yet dead to pailion. Thou almoft perfuadeil 
me to affedl a moiiaftic life, which may not unfitly be 
termed a fociable folitude. 

I much admire what thou fiiyeft concerning fitence, 
and wifh 1 could pra6Ufe that palfive virtue. It is the 
firft ftep to wifdora, the nurfe of peace, and the guardian 
of virtue. Words do but ruffle and difcompofe the 
mind, betraying the foul to a thoufand vanities. There- 
fore Pythagoras' enjoined his difciples five yejrs filence 
before be admitted them to his myfterious philbfophy. 

But tell me why thou didft nbt rather choofe to live in 
a defart remote from men, where thou wouldft have no 
temptation to fpeak, uidefs thou wfjrt difpofed to hold a 
conference with the trees or beafts, or hadit a mind to 
fport thyfelf, and have thy words retorted by mocking 
echoes ? IF a reclufe life be thy choice for the fake of 
contemplation, I would advife thee to turn hermit. But 
perhaps thou dareft not venture thyfelf among the ia- 
tyrs of the wildernefs, or thou art afraid of the wild 
beafts. As for the firft, they are either the dreams of 
poets, or if there be any fuch beings in reality, they will 
not hurt thee, fince thou voluntarily forfakeft the compa- 
ny of men, to become a fylvan, as they are. As for the 
Ikter, I muft confefs I cannot difeommend thy fear, theie 
being no fricndfliip or intelligence common between us 
and the lions, tigers, bears, &c. of the foreft. Yet I can 
tell thee, for thy comfort, tliatbyJong and afliduons 
pra3ice, the fierceft of thefe creatures have been taught^ 
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to convcrfc widi men, to obey their commands, and to 
perform the parts of diligent fervant^ and faithful friends. 

The vrildcmefs wHl afibrd thee a fair importunity of 
ftudying the nature of plants and animals, the Tarioua 
alterations in the elements, the influence of the winds 
and rains, meteors and exhalations, with many other fe- 
crets which are hid from the greateft part of men, who 
are buried alive in poptdous towns and cities, baniflied 
from the familiarity of their mother eartfa,*iand molt of 
her genuine produAs.^ 

In the defart, the unforced harmony of birds lhall lull 
thy foul Jin innocent and grateful flmnbevs ; the gentle 
winds (hall waft immortal whilpers to thy ravilhed ears, 
breathing unutterable founds from paradife. The mur- 
muring dreams (hairwaible forth their foft and fweet 
eternal ftories. All (hall confinre to ferve thy contem- 
plation, and to tranfport thy mind with facred eeftaSes. 

If after all this thou (hall prefer the monaflic enclo- 
fure, follow thy refolution, and be happy. ^ Only remem* 
her, that though thy body be (hut up within thofe walls, 
yet if thy mind draggle in vain and worldly thoughts, 
thou art no longer a reclufe. Adieu. 

Paris, 25th of the cd Moon, of the Year 1646. 




XXIL — To the Captain Bassa. 

If all be true that^I have reafon to fufped, thou wilt 
find a warm divertifeinent^t fea this fpring. Though 
the Europeans have feemed flow in their preparations to 
aflid the date of Venice, fuifering their iepara|e intereds to 
fuperlede the care ^of. that republic, yet now they turn 
tJieir eyes thither. Their backwardnefs hitherto ismw- 
ing to the fecrecy with wliich our f%e emperor meditat- 



70 (ETTEItS BY yol. III. 

«d the prefent war. His counfcls were never whifpered 
out of the feraglioi till the fame wiAds traufported the 
news w'hich wafted our invincible fleet to the Ihore of 
Candy. Now, they behold the ocean covered with the fliips 
of die eaftem empire, fear furprifes them ; the princes of 
the Nazarenes tremble $ they look no longer on the re- 
public of Venice with the eyes of envy, becaufe of her 
pre-eminence in traffic, but vrith another regard : They 
confider her as the bulwark of Cfiriftendom, the only 
bank which has hitherto ftemmed the tide of the Otto- 
man puiflance, and flopped our viAorious armies from o- 
verflowing aU £iurope. 

I have informed the ]^eis£ffendi of what I knew con- 
.ceming the naval forces which are fitting out in feveral 
parts of the north and weft to aid the Venetians $ but I 
have not told '>him what tKe Chriftians fay of thee, nei- 
ther am 1 willing to believe it* They fpeak of thee as 
of a man not more difficult to be corrupted than was thy 
predeceflbr, who w^ ftrangled by the order of the ful- 
tauefs mother* This cenfure, I hope, is an effed of their 
impotence; while they flatter themfclves with th( ima- 
gination of bribing him, from whofe courage and fortune 
they qiu eaped nothing but defeats. 

They truft much in the force of thy birth and educa- 
tion, and difeourfe of .a certain magical chara6ter, imprirft- 
ed in thy foul when thou waft, baptized, which they fay, 
is iftj^ble. And they promtfe themfelves, that thy na- 
tive Chriftianity has more influence on thy heart than 
forced circumetfion ; and that thou wilt not fight with 
any zeal againft,jmen of the fame principle as thofe who 
gave thee ^hy breath. But they confide more in the 
charms of their gold,, with whicb ^bey defign to bribe 
the. In fine, they drink healths to the honeft renega- 
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4o } fo they term him who commaads the whok fleet of 
the Ottoman empire. 

. ^ I 4o not give credit to thefe calumnies^ having good 
. grounds to boaft of thy integrity. However 1 counfel 
'theCf by fome extraordinary ferrice toothy mafter, to give 
die Ue to thefe iofidek: And fuQer not that, which at pre- 
fent may be but a bare fufpkion, to be imp^ved, by thy 
negleft qr cowardice, into a palpable evidence, that thou 
art falfe and petfldious to the fuprtme lord. of. the globe. 
PSrlf»6thof theadMeonjOCtke Year tS46. 


XX1H.m7o Ahonai, a at Vifucem 

INTow thou art fixed, it ia time to write to thee. Thou 
haft been a rambler thefe three or jFour and nobody 

knew where to find thee. I have received eleven dif* 
patdies from thee iince thy firft dqparture from Genoa, 
wherein thou haft inlbnned me of many paffitgea of ftate. 
Now 1 defire thee to fend me fome remarka on the £fie- 
rent ^nature of the people thou h^E^ft feen, their various 
cuftoma and laws, with whatfbever was worthy obferva- 
tion in thy tinvela. 

Italy is a fair field, yet produces darnel aa well as 
'Srholefome com ; it ia a beautiful garden, yet bears aco*- 
nite intermixed with her rofea ; great virtues, and no lefii 
vices. This region is ftunous for the wifdom of its inha- 
bitants, and for their proverbs ; it is the Arabia of £u« 
rope, in many fenfes, yet much leiTened in its renown 
fince the decline of the Roman empire.. The Goths and 
Vandals turned all intg defarts where they came, and 
have left fuch impreifions of their northern barbarifm be- 
hind them, as made the people they conquered half kva- 
ges. Hence came the general degay of learning and 

3 
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kn0wM|C(m fr<;4«rn put! |;h»ce .tb» cpnraptwn 
ol aimteat,iimnii^nK Tbe gro^, tbe boUc, and tin wife, 
bfwed u^dev the jrolqR'of dteir^new vnftera, karncd thair 
Miioait and glm^in diaK4.ft<BMi. Th«ir eaampW^an. 
flueacei the Ti4gat;( debawheiy beoine 9K>d^ aadw^ 
d^atie* Thiiaa gepeod iuftaetal^ot^ «£ prifiine ift^ypiity 
tooJi; plac^ aad nen became ,miam by • law. 

Neither has wu;he 4 iiafa phated iddf enly ia jgiwc^e ; 
the lea coyM QQt ft(g^th^,h<we 4 M^«nU Afiaismied^• 
c^^alfo, an4thai,nc«f)f Jfaly j> |qu)l^9Xl^ t«)j^ein. 
pire of ^ pWf, belieiers. Thgi^haft fiseo* all chief 
cities between the Alps and Rhegii^mi^wbieh nt* 
meft fuigl^ «f bnUft |^9>the fnpth » jk: whether So- 
dgjn^ could s^^ed any of thfm,ia %eiiti»ii|fiiefs t we vuU 
Upt^cx^^ grepi l^eme t^e feat of thp Chri^il^ 

'lliefe unch’cumpfed juve learned of , thy ,nption to, call 
t^e anient Jdiijlolop^^ iafideU but^bad any pf thofe 
Ages lpic|r|y^ the aSomia^tioqs^f the otc^ejs^N^ea- 
repes^ tl^qr wo^ Jhayo delj^e^^die ^h>lth whsdt prpdo* 
cednobe^^Ks. , . 4,.., 

Adpoai put^io, piB^oe the hi^ig (of.^hy oenv ; he 
Iprd of thj^i^lf* aad if , thou ftuadilt^ at the Ught of the 
mulTiijlmaa^jaralh in that of Mofei, but Ihun tbe paths 
of the GirS^ptSi for they are epTeh^ed in daiko^ and 
gj^pe at mid-day. , X<ive acoo)plii)g to isq^fon and thou 
lhalt he happgr*^, Adieu., j 

allbat tho id Maw, af tbs Tear 164!. 


• XXlV<-.>7a Mvaobf Ha> BerierjSgMt 

^ * a SA 

HE prefent war of Candj is I|ke to rend^ that tfland 
as^much the fubjecl of the worlds ditcourfep aa it waa 
formerly famous frr being the cradle of Jupiter. In 




thofe^daya k.xm Cadh^Crete, . iiilick tficAAralet in tbi 
writings nf the Ckeek poets f ftfierawds^ k became a 
province of the Itoman empire^ tken of l9ie GreciamSf 
next it fiibmitted to the Saracens* But in the dtne of 
the CltfiftiaA expeditioBS in Pal^ine^ when Baldwin Earl 
of Inlanders was crowned emperor of CoaftantiiiDplei thit 
iiland came intd Ida poUsffion^ which he gave to a cer« 
tain valiant commander in hia anny» a man of a noble 
defcent, of Whom the Veaetis^ purchaAA it; and ia 
their hands it has contimted ever lhtee« But nowy in a& 
probability^ it will be the prise of thofe attna whioh no* 
thing fnblbnary can relift. 

The pofta from Italy and the fea-eoafts of ^a king« 
dom confiM each 'others new8/$ all agreeing^ that not* 
witfiftantfing the Utuioft efforti of the Venetiana and 
Candiota to hiti^kr the rdief of Canea, yet out general 
is got into that haven, with vaft quanritfea of pravifibiia» 
and a fuiScient remfoceemciit of men. They idd, tliat 
forty thoufiuid of Oftr foldiers have made a defcent in 
another part of the iAmd, have gaind the foita of Cif* 
temes; Colmt, and Bidomo, and were on their march to- 
wards SudOf 'With a defigii to ba&ege that place* They 
aecufe our general of barbarous cnidty> in that he catifed 
fve of the principal noUemen of that kingdom to be 
put to death, bObxufe they retufed to betmy their coun- 
try, or enter into the interefta of the Giund Signicw*^ 

I muft confers magnificent Aga, Ant whatever .fiiay 
be faid in commendation of this genefal*a pci&y and 
lity to his mafter, it is no argument of the goodndk of 
hta d^olteiofi. I rather admire the templar thee Duke, 
of Orleans, who, when Graveling wo f ui ftnefared ftf 
him. Juft as he entered the town, was heard to (ay thefe' 
wUrds, << Let us endeavour, by generous aAiotis, to vRik 
the hearts of all men, fo may we hope, for a daily vie- 

FoLIII.r D 
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^frdkH^ 

coi^atfL to fiibdue men by meiscy ■ ; 

iveil anffi the 
to hawe^tecB 

^ ^ledthy -'bam mmagcd 

<k% r*aS«4t4«)idMy,-ii^>«s;^ 

It u not hid-ftbrn'-HiDti a imMhltft 

'4fim. ' ’TISa aflkSm Ma&ffbrdd’fd ^a&'into till 

proteadiog tbatitiafa of 
great fe4a-a4t}ii4>'dtffc«-«(A 

■Hw liyd ^*SSm} f '•*< 'I’<bntM(4hy bt^nefs 

£ii(»d ;. tiioQ dftfdSH io tidE'e'' tMhijhirby ' 1% j bttvt 
turn 1 done tbee? jIb».eo«r in loy pow^«.nti^ 
to luve thee in ^efes befbife my kee ; but I pardon 
l^»"j^'^ylny;'ind'fee'my &t^%din *'’■ 

The gC^AlNiai^ bj^i^itu-gHil^t.p;^ aftoniih* 

nd at ^ 'exficBent t^wt of t^ prince, Mon hit kneqr, 
ij&lillfjS^dr>l^',dM^r^^ -dmidoyed'^m ; and- hav> 

>hg de> 

^sbted'aiiifioiKt^hii^ bibSir not^'Ci^keu'of ^ f und:fiwr< 
’]|^tbtaii^F^>!Srdp^,‘tnr^^ hutiM'jnto tbe fisaiae 
cd^tHe'Spto^^^Ch^; ' It -Mt b» fottuntf' aftorwasfda to 
i^ihidtir file Orleii^rlnr’ »bait^ in Fhiidcn. 

The duke, at that'inft^'Wu -ep^)%fled with aoowd 
of ^i^inatdr’ii^lfeiToiidded.Iuhi, aad in>the eonfliA he 
10lL1ia‘!(Wo^‘;^Myrthu geittkaiiin parceivingi nimbly 
to hnn,- ‘ahd dd^ad^^one into' die dakeVkanda, 
ifiiymg withal, ** m'bv'ieap'the -fridbof thy ’daRnet de> 
meiih;^;' '* I^oU gaVeft me'my life, itow I pot thee iatlo^ 
bh^iicity to defend thy own * l^«e pHnee, by this ttkeana, 
it^ngtb efie^d the danger ht waa' 'in ; and that day 
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titc ibniine of war 1*9# ^•Mjt #4^ so !S>« ^<rcQoh Wd- « 

confidcrAte vi^rgr* * . i . 

Than £e«ft by t;j^8| that^he^c a^iqna hw^lomatbing 

divine in the«H and 9tpm& tbe Avoura of Ij^eaye^ JMo 

nian ever was a lofcr by good works ; for though be 

sot.preCen^y fewafded» vyet in tiaft of tixne fpmc 

emergency or other arUea to cunviace himt Tbs^t vir* 

tubus men are the darlinjs of providence**’ ^ > 

Thou that art near the perfon of the Graed S^nibr^ 

mayeft find an ofyortuaity to relate .tbis ftgry to hn, 

which may make uo unpYghtable impre^^ pn bis mind. 

'Fdooesi^Fer* ftand ia need of faithful monitors* 

Adieui jgreatminifter^>and fiivimrMfbmut with t^e 

eoqttouance of thy protean and firiendibipa 
< 

Paritf^ e5th of the Moon, of the Year idef • 


t t , 

XXV*^^7sJNdS8UF> Sti/k ^•‘Viioitku 

I thy letter^iu ^ avgumeqt of ijbie MOitinii* 

Slice of that i^aodfliip whj^ was between «u^ when we 
lived together in the fen^jlio. {Since }|wt,tii 9 m» tiw ai^ 
I have been, empi^ed abroadt in diffitrqit iernces cotr 
nnguft emperori^ who has now rewarded, thy^ddity iHth 
nowamandr irhicb* if itbe aoit ndopnite to thyAi^ 
U'neverthdcis agteaatde to thy wifltst. •, 

I congratulate thy honour, and widi,thtt ngtadwilip* 
cteafe of it ; for fuddan and vudent, leaps are dangenMis* 
fiat our ^rious fultao difeovers 1^ id^tiea in nndiing 
Biott enidently, than in adapting plncea of .troft to the 
daicBta «iid capacitiea ofi his faithful Haves t fo tbitt if hk 
fiia«U in time thinly fit to exalt thee to the h^heft dift- 
aity in the ftate, we night, fccan the choice of fo wife 
a prince, prefage thee a better fortufie than befel one of 
• D a 



j6 LBTTSift WkI<rr£N BT .TbL IlIl 

t1)]r namci in the reiga<c>f Adunct III. who fitots 
a Have fold in the market for three fequins, was adsiilced 
to anhosoq)* too weighty for his <fttrtuit, beii^'inade 
Vifier Aeem, aad locd.ef the mofrdeliekms promces^&i 
.^hfia} but being <{uid>itioQ8 of abfdute {bvereignty, >be 
plotted treafoa againft his mafter* whidi being difedrer* 
odt the fatal firm was ^ned» and all his defigns were 
ftifled adth-a bow>fbiag. . , ; . 

i> By this thou mayeft comprehendi how neceilary it is 
fi>e,princes.not to overload any man with dignities be- 
yond t&a proportion his. humBity and faithfulnefs. Yet 

rewards well placed, give new vigour to the endeavoursof 
ar-flave ; vhei^eai, when -good ferviccs are flighted,' it does 
hutf quench die ardour, with which tliey were performed. 
Ftw fli<Q;,aie fo fpiiituali.as to do great a^^hemic 
Unngtf ipunely for <the fake of internal complacency ; and 
I> doubt not bat<thc Decii themfelvei^ -in fo -freely facri- 
fliBng )heir4ivesfor their countqri.|tad regard <to bumaa 
|||(ny.t Been Seneca, woiiddiake for the moft 

meittifipd thai^. by }f(6^wJ^^kgh > yet is con- 

eejned to hi^e found ' .move >eiw(^ragemeDt> in- the trea- 
^ith.whkh. NeOp’s bounty.lmd filled -his 
thwjB biF xaoials, qf wb^di-he had fuch re* 
fined fentiments and elegant expreffions. . ^ 

-IjJWhat I have ,|hott heft-, wjhiont oAough to apply 

•tQdhyJelii w<tb«td'bc>ng vain-glorious t Let thofewlmm 
t)iio&im!tldoyeft- i%imy mentoiions Oirvioes, -and who dif- 
charge their trull well, be encouraged with the ftme 
-pippottions of ^bounty . , Munificence will not .on^ add 
to thy glory, ^t alfo advance thy interell, fince thou 
wilt ever hape occafion for thy flaves ; and he who has 
once lafted thy liberality, as a rewafd for any eminent 
performance, had he no other motive than the plcafure 
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•f renewing fo profitable an experiment^ will firecly hazard 
bis b*fe to ferve thee in an extremity. 

This method thou wilt find of no fmall ufe to thee in 
the wars to which thou art going, where it will he ne- 
cdTary for thee to recompenfe the lead fingular bravery 
of the meanyfi foldier, not only with applaufe, but with 
fome preferment in the army. 'Thia will not oiily prove 
a fpur to otlicrs, but even to the perfon fo rewarded, and 
put him upon new cfTorta of courage^ to attraA the eyes 
of his mimificeut general. This will be the way for thee# 
in time, to have an army compolbd all of captains, or 
men qualified for fuch. ^ 

Yet let not this diminiih the feverity of that diicipline, 
which is jrequifite to retain a profperoua army in their 
obedience. I oounfel thee to be ftridt in requiring the 
lead military duty, and induftiious in performing tby 
own part, which win be an example to the reft ; fet ta» 
ther be forward to le|d in labours than in dangers, in re«^ 
gard thou wik be more farviceable in a batde^ by thy 
counfels and orders^ than by perfonally entermg the editib 
bat. In all things, prefer the welfare of the Ottoman 
empire, to whatfoever elfe Is oioft dear to thee, even td 
thy own honour, which yet ought to be dearer to'tbee 
than thy life. 

If thou thinkeft I have taken too much liberty tO hd« 
vife thee, accufc thyfelf for having honoured me with 
thy fnendfhip, which admits of no referees in COvrveHSid 
lion. 

Paris, 7th of the 4th Moon, of the Year 1646. 
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a ytSt ffi%>pdiitnum to die VenMiaits, that out 
gl^Bend ih CtMf Ins fit op p oit a ndy reriftuaBcd Candt* 
aUd tnctcafed tbt gkriion tliere. Moroftii ia Uamed for 
tbit by thoft that trili biai no goodL What will aot ettvy 
fttggeftf when ft bdkolda a iraaf dft the top of honoulrf 
Thia geaehd, to giee an anetAy fata diie-, is a man of fpi> 
lit and true fortitude ; Neither courting nor ihunning 
dangers in the Imiet of his ehuntiyt but when once en* 
ga^ed in perils fbt that canie, he is inrlefii as a lion. If 
he has not hitherto had occafion to give the ftate fi> def« 
pertte a probf of his loyaky, as once did the Roman 
Chrtius (wild bravely gdoped into the bottomlers diafin 
to padfytheir angry gods)* yet he has often* deteon* 
flratcdi that hia courage and fidelity come not ifaotf of 
<hc ancient heroes. In a word, he fits done too mnch 
for the repnUic of Venice, to efcape the ^deenof other 
Ipfundees. All mtdl be gteertds, or die war will nob 
proffier. Sadh niati^s ambition cHAatds due to die ftate, 
that a man OF coiiduA woidd finm expel the Turks oot 
of that idand ; thtm, inlwconcrit, laying a train for b» 
own pswnedtMu 

Wduldeft thou know Morbfini's crime, thot exdtes afl 
thia ^wffion ? To fpedc tin troth, it was an overfight ad> 
wllditiigeous to dfo Ottomans. He pn4 out with his whole 
fiekftNo Ibi, and left the port of Cadea open, by which 
nieans, thrte of our fliipS got in with plenty of prdvi- 
fions i fo thM the town is'nbw in a condition to fn^in a 
hmg fl^, ted the VtmCtians ^fpaitr of dKr tfeeomfo^ 
it} yet Mdaofini has made fo pldufible an apelogy-, that 
the fenate have ae^/atUA him, not judging it confifiqpt 
either with juftice or then intereft, to fnffier one mifcaik 
riage, the effeft of b foir intention, to outweigh his nu> 
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merout merits ai^ fcrvtCM ft)r tl^ of his thus 

'.fuddentyabandoiuBg^ihe av^i^** of that 'haven, was to 
chafe feme of our v^efeithei^ u)i^4fir]fe4i]ifAF9a!VL)^*E’^ 
•f ; and the taking of fh 9 fe.vt^f^, oga hqaa4 {if 
were abundMce <of fenres, juuj£eid^-J|jie (ani^jthe tni^ 
Ilf his pretei^au* H<|,w«vcr«,t)i(^ AifiOOt «*iPtiBg; fel^j 
as fey, he h^ a privaiU oorce^oadcp^ ^gpc*, 

rsl } others, that the ptefeat.goTeipQr,()f Canef„|)ad fe|^ 
meily taken arrive at fea a fen of Alorofini-X ^ 
now efieied to reftore, ia cafe he wonUr withdraw hfe 
' Afes from befose the haven foe f few days. I ktpn^ nq|^ 
how fer ^psmay be credited) hint it is. n uerAip tnitli^ 
tbgt Morafini has his feu again, and he ffefepded himfeif^ 
by pleading, that he redeemed him» bp exchanging a Ma- 
hometan captive of equal quality, whmn he had aboard 
has Afe. 

And thou koDwefl^ that this manner of hi|rter i| Jkw 
folr hi ntar* Adanas |he Jew fends me this intclligeacet 
and I dare believe him { fea fince the infemAions 1 feid.^ 
him to Genoa, be baa taken caae to afeertain biareporta* 
1 wiA it were as true that Morofod could he prevailed 
on to accept the friendAips of the Sublime Poster bq|( 
the ckaniAer of that general gives me no enpouragep^^ 
to hope for fe fortunate a tteachery from hia feispte 
virtue. 

However, I will hope apd believe tbaft»the; cteroalpj|-, 
tron of true believers, wi9<£ive foch q happy iflhe 
Ottoman aims in Candy, and all other parts, as-feaU,^^ 
pofe the Naaarenes that remain uncoqqueced, to honqitfi 
HIM ndiom they have hitherto defeifed en4.bl4fekffmedj|. 
even th» pwphet, who oould^neither write npr sea4> 

Paris, 7 A of Ac eAsMSon, of A« Tsar teqc. 

* ' ♦ 
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^ Cax,a lAkii-'i^^ 'Pl^aaHi at Confiantuu^. 

:6f year is now tome» wtierein the earth 
amrns hef««nfide ttut, And natare calls forth the hidden 
t^BitOAaof that demeiit) to grace the world* with an in^ 
finite vaii^ of«phnil!ii^ fdrms and colours. The eye ia 
fueh^a erowd of dlfiereht beauties^ and every fenfe 
’Si miihed with deKghtfid otgefts. The young men and 
inrgiiisdiiiQiig.the fields, to behfold the refurreftion of 
/dU>wets atidr herbs ; and* the old feel new vigour fpringing 
^tlf'lheir bodks^ 'an 'though t^ey had been in Medea’s cadi- ' 
dron. Even Mahinut himfelf, who has drooped all tfie 
^'^arinter^ now begins to lift up his head, and partake in the 
vcOmmon^reftaimttida'df aH things. ' - ' ^ 

I am capabfe of guciEng at the occafion of my fre- 
«^uent ficknefs, 1 believe it may be attributed to 

the vmnt offrefli air in the place wiiBre I lodge. ' There 
ia a vaft*differeAce b^ii^een the ilieets of Paris and thofe 
'^'Conftantxitbpld. '1 feem to myfclf to be buried ahVe 
thiAck)fe dtyy wfad^^'my chamber window affords me 
IK^ farther prdpedt than I dan fplt ; whereasj^ in Coiiftan*- 
^inoplc the gardens are'fo intermixed with houfes, that it 
^fooks like a city in the midll of a foreft^ and by the ad* 
leairitageiof its fituatiofl/ is always refreihed with breezes 
from the fca. 

j Befides the ' impurity of 'thefe ififidcls, who empty all 
fifth in the ilreets, fo the dirt of Paris may be 
miles ofT^ the unclelmnefs of their diet contri- 
bhtes^in no fmall mcstfiirc' td^-my diftemper, bclng.forccd 
either to feed on flefli with the blood in it^ or llve^ oii 
herbs. Thfy laugh at the nicenefs o_f the mnffulmana, 
who will eat no meat that was knocked down or ilran- 
g]^. They feem to be greedy of Wood, favlng it in vef- 
felsi and, mixing it with flour of whear, make a certain 
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bread thereof, which they devour without ^the 
fqueamilhnefs. A true behever would tremble at the 
fight of fuch impiety. I tell thee it ia impoffible to live 
among them, and not be polluted : They have no me** 
thods^ of purification ; they wallow and hug themfehree 
in theii unclcanneft ; they are worfe than the beafts* 

Now thc‘fpring has provided a new banquet, wherein 
there is no impurity, I am refolved to live like a mufliil* 
man, and conform to the precepts of our l^y Lawgiver, 
who, when he beholds my zeal and abftinence, will fend 
the angd of health from his paradife to repair my decay* 
ed confiitution. 

The French pliHofophcrs are bufied in an inquifition 
after certain kinds of biids, which, from the fecond day 
of this moon, they fay are not to be found in the whole 
kingdom, though the woods and fields were full of them 
duiing the winter. Some are* of opinion, that thev fly 
to the moon ; afierting, that if their wings will but car* 
ry tliem beyond the*magaettc force of the caitht it will 
be no pain to glidie through the upper aiiy region till 
they arrive within the attraftive energy of that plimef» 
where they will naturally feck reft. Others, with more 
probability, lay, that thele birds take their flight to fimie 
other region on earth, whofe climate ia more agreeahk ta 
their nature, at this time of year. 

I wifti 1 could as eafily once a-year take my flight to 
Conftantinople, where my heart is winter and fumfliser* 
Adieu, dear Hali, and pity Mahmut, who counts himlEelf 
unhappy in nothing fo much as in being abient frmn his 
friends- 

Paris, 7th of the 4th Maon, of the Tear 164^. 


• »s 
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XXVllLi— 7(» tie Tefti ebarI or^Lord-i)ea/unr/ 

It*' l^ppem that France has •fome extraordinary defigiri' 
^ byibsu When and where it will be put in execution ia 
ndl yet known ; but the vaft prcparationa that are nsak^ 
in^ feem to thretteta tome foreign invafion rather tlialt a 
nasral combat : It look§ as if they had an expedition in 
hdntt gtaater'^han that of Xerxes^ to make a bridge 
over the octan; «hd jdiii the feparated parts of the world 
together/ New^affenfads are built in fevcral maritime 
towna, and all the foreftt are cut down to fill them wkh 
tiddler for Aiipt of war $ the mountains arc left naked of 
VMet» and the irately woods are tranfplanted into the ha- 
oens. An ia&tike number of men are employed in mak<r 
mg covdagot chains^ bullets^ anchors, ordnance^ and all 
other neceffiiries belonging to a navy# 

^Thiois Caidinal Mazarlhi’s pro^d, under pretence of 
retiring the poor of the kingdom M workt and dSfburden* 
11% tKe cemtnMweabh of Vagabotids and idle perfoii 8 .^-<- 
Bitt SifidiTifuit is not placed here to bit atnufed. wkh ftate« 
Ik ti evident that this mhnfter deAgns to 
cender his mafltel! formidable on both elements. Agents 
are^fent to bay (hips in all parts t and the very peai^s 
are forced from the vineyards and fields to man the great- 
eft fteet that ever this kingdom fitted ou^to fea. 

Iiaft reoon iha Sieur deQg^e wai font to aflift Mon* 
fieup Chnnut in purchafing vefTels in Swedcland. It foemi^ 
dbre bad Been feme demurs in hk negotiatiQn } to rc* 
ido^lAich this latter was f<^t with frdh iaftrodkioas**^ ' 
Biit Mreifieur rejeAed liim ; and tdn vdays* kgo 

dkne dli ekprefs firdita that fifinifter, defiring that « more 
kifidii^iij dtiHcague mf^ht^bo fimt^him, iti'regaird he 
{S^d diffidldl fifecefolfitiry with fl people too 

mfidi*eiatedfWicbd<abi(taB^ ^ * 
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Upon thit the cowt We fcnt a <;ourkr to Stockboloif 
wih new ocdem^ whereby be » forbid to make any far« 

* tlier oiaertureB) in oixLer to the continuance of the league ^ 
beeween>tWe two crowns 1 that France may mit always, 
^qipear in a fuppliant^ pofture^ wbilft the Swedes kev^ 
carelefs to confisrve a firiendihip whudi they themfelnes firft 
coveted* > 

Thcfemifimdierftandings may in a fliort time proceed 
to a greater ahenationi and in the end to an open lup^ 
tun ; which has the moift pnobability* in*that General 
Koningftnaiik lately flopped fome French troops in tbek 
march* under pretence of» fedng their pafTports, but real- 
ly* as it is thought* to corrupt the foldiers* and withdraw 
thnm fraai the fidelity they owe their foveieign« 

This it highly refented here ; and they begin to dii^" 
courfe of making peace with Germany. 

What the ifioe of thefe things will be is yet in the 
dark ; but God* from whofe throne hangs the cliaih of 
deftiny* which rel(chef tp the centre of the eaith* wSl* { 
hope* fo dtfpoie of all human events* that the quarrek oj^> 
the Naeasenes fholl minifter occafion to tbq Ofinan%r^o^ 
ineneafe the territories of our puillant emperor. 

mUt xft ofthe 5th Moon, of the Vear 1646. 


XXIX.-— 7b Nathah BaK Saddi* a Jmu ai FieHHa^ 

I . * ** 

CAKM.T but higUy i^plajid tW relblutioo thou 

ukoit w tb)i ktter intiaaat€S» to iw^iuK iut. the gijmind.. 

fibftrdigiDii tbou ut of. Tbu that tboiv let* 

teft< « viim on th]M«.fi»>» thidkaft thyl«)f beyoqi^^ 

tho pupfflflge o£ a ohOd t dwt thoa e^nioft thyldf. 

y^m nakc noholco'of tby leligiqPt aodauit to 

it upon the bne credit of tby fonSt^ib Jt i» caMwi^ 

o 6 
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doit «itdp My' be tradhtonal at ivdliat truth ; And the 
PagdniiddAters pleaded a greatenontiqaity for the altaiv 
lof |[kesr<gods^ than could the followert of Mofes far the 
temple of Jerufaleni» the tabernacle in the defart, or for 
the promulgation of the law itfdf on Mount Sinai*; 
flnce there was fcarce a region on the contineut which 
had not eftabhflied rites and ceremonies of worihip long 
before Mofes, or even Jacob, the great father of the 
Ifraehtes, were born. 

Amongft the reft of the nations, Arabia, my native 
country, was peculiarly bleflcd with the footfteps of the 
iUiiAiious Ibrahim, grandfether to IfracI, from whom the 
Jews defcend. In this happy country that renowned 
^ophet fojoumed, converfed with angels, and, with the 
Imajefty which cannot be uttered, he preached the unity 
of the divine elTence, converted the people from their 
idolatry, built an oratory at Mecca, and was taken up in** 
to PUradSfe* 

Ifinael, his eldeft fon, and heir of his fadier^s fpirit, as 
^of his territoiies, trod io the footfteps of the aflumpt of 
God. He brake down the idols, alTerted one God, the 
trfurredUon, the day of judgment, the joys of paradife, 
*bBd the torments of hell. His offspring muldplied, and 
^peopled all the eaft ; the princes of this holy line fubdued 
thcinfidel nations, and rooted themfdves in the moft fer- 
tile regions of Afia, profeffiog themfelves mufiuhnans, or 
troeibeUierers. Thus paffed the light of God from the 
ftice of Ibrahim to hispofterity, by fucccflive generations, 
till at length it refted on the fece of Mahomet, our holy 
t lawgiver, and was increafed with admirable ipkndoar by 

feequent viftts of the angel Gabriel. He took the 
Tobt^of evil out of the prophet^s heart, brought him 
ftojlTB the Akoran iroih Heaven, an& gave him vidoiy 
ithdliocKnir) caBedchim by a new name, THE SEAL 
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OftTHE to thih^hvotue 

^ God». through ' >kgio^^ devib. that wasted belo# 
moon to deftro^ hiili; and fiaaUyvuiadebistfepukhre 
glorious, and reforted to by the believers^ of. aQ nations 
on the earth. • -j " : * * 

^ ’ 1 fend thee this abftrafi: of the nuiffolman biftory^^tto 
the end thou mayeft fee what pretenfions the children 
Ifinael have to the true law, which you of the poftertty 
of Ifaac would monopolize to yourfelvei^ as if Gi3id 
had not font prophets to>ttll nations, to lead them into 
the right way, and not into the way 6f infiddlB. Never- 
thelefs, take not thefe things on my credit, but ex'adi^e 
.the records of thy own nation, and the hiftqry of paJl 
timeb Weigh all things in* the balance ; confult thy^ 
reafon, whieh is an indebcieat light to thofe who follow 
it. Your law was once pure and uncorrupted ; but^in 
time the devil inferted many errors: He feduoed your. fa- 
thers ; they returned upon their fteps, and fell b^te into 
idolatry. Then GoA raifed up theiMei&as, to reform all 
things ; but-Hun ye needed t apd>wheo be >yas taken up 
into paxadife, ye report/cd, ^*sThat he was, hanged-oi^ a 
tree/' In this the Nazarenes are yqur fools, and -fight 
t^gainft tbemfelvcs ; wbilfi they aflert, as you do*,, that be 
who is immortal and triumphant among jthe 
tweoity'four tbou&nd, prophets, was crucified biSlSwe^ 
tWA thieves thushrmging a reproach on< the appftle.of 
God, and on their own faith, in believing things ipqop- 
fillent with the goodnefs and power of the djvine ipa- 
jefty. WiilioutAdoubt, Jefus the. Son of ^blat 7 ,fis.a- 
fcended^biody Md foul into paradife $ wbof.whiUl.be, 
on carrii, ftid, «**WorihiponeGod, jroof Lord,an4lW^* 
y Let meofot-feeiK importunate: or tix>ubibS>mc. -. J 
nos to circumvent .*thy , reafon, ba^,^to dire^^it. ; . 
feren timea before thou change gpcg, i will 
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Inw ^ pemife them jii^gment^ aod teU 
ne tlw^mhcther thou^haft ew feea aoy' wiitiitg^ qom« 
pMnhk to tkc Alconm.; The majefty of the ftyle fpeaka 
iMANOve hataatt ongioal ; it it exempt from contradict 
tkn from theheginning to the end ; it coofirmaUmtOld 
Tl^tiiesiti which; diow heKeirefl:; it.it.flU over clothed 
with>lighti doubtleft it it other' than a tnmfcript cS 
tfce'book Wfitten* in/ Heaven. 

If after aO thy fcarch thou fliialt determine otherwifct 
fgfiow thou thy latv, and I. wilHpllow ixunc. We both 
wovfliip one God, Lord of the univerfe. 

9 arh, lotk of the 5th Mbo^, of the Year 16461 ' 


. XXX.— To the fame. 

XiXT not the feet: of difpleafing ^hc^ of thy nation hia^ 
dev/tbee from embraci^ the truth. • God- fhall protoA' , 
tiiee from^the nudice of’ unbdlievm.^^; Thy iutereft ia 
viddy grtat^among tht mhffuhnana $ our augoft ea^eror 
wffl*aihgmeBtbotheimif4uid thy.honoan . Take hfdd' of' 
the ftrongefr knot, and adhere not to Tagot. The cleans 
lfaibftodd<.d^imi 7 of tfas muffidinmiB^ may iSmf 

wkkhAr OBcaeda tbatf of the Jaws, nnd yet} is vciid.ofi. 
ibpefftttion : We only obey^ thc^^fincBae diftatea o£ nai^ 
which teach us» that fo Jong aa the foul dweHa in 
tbit manfion of flelhi it partakes of bodily pollutions. It 
a^id the A Wtt abSaiii from certain meats and diinkn, 
whidi cuutnet be toudied 'Wiihoiit conta^ation. To 
Ait endf do we'obfetve that fuperlative niceneA in oar 
WiMaiM afltd purification^ whkh^ difbrimhiatcfc Ok froorl 
BoubtlcOs oueWA but tfaehw^; 
If^ ■ytSlw^aiidMliimMd'fi^ aA>' 

mtiSmttrttt » 
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Writi^toften to iMc, «tid llrifiitevMr itafoiis tatty prtvtuit 
on thee not to change thf religioiiy let no arg«iment»^ 

' tempt thee to fwew from thy fidelity to the fbvmigo of ' 
forereigns on eartiif the Grand Signior, in whofe ireioo' 
runs the moft exalted blood Of the human race/ 

Heref is a report in this city, that the £le Aor of BiM-* 
denburg will* demand the Queen of Sweden in marrhige^ 
Let me know if it be true, that I may inform the mim^) 
fters of the lofty Porte, from whom nothing ought to 
be concealed that occurs of moment betwixt the two> 
Poles. 

Inform me alfo what paffes remarkable ia the afiembly 
of the deputies at Munfter, and whether it he true, that 
the Dfitnube has lately overflowed its banks, and carried 
away fout hundred houfes in its rapid courfe. 

Such ftories are told here, by thofe who know not liow 
to pafs away their time, but in heaikening after foreign 
news, to- fiimifii< themfelvcs with matter to amufe the cre-^ 
dulotts, and beget adihiration of tlieir iaseUigtsice. < 

I hmre fent thee a watch of my making; if tlmu ao^t 
cepteft is with good wiHf it is a fuSkient acknowkdg<v 
ment. « 

May God| whofe prefence fills the univerfe, difolofo ^ 
himfetf to thee, in the way of falvation, and oontinuetii** 
breathe good motions into thy foul. 

Paris, xoth of the 5th Moon, of the Year 1646. 


XXXI.— To tAe J^lMACHAM. 

Apoxai the Jew has much improved himfelf 10 Ujn ]|||e 
pnogreft thixmgh Italy. He is groww a ]fkr&& ftaDe&>^ 
mam, hawng foand*oiif die way to penetrate i|ito/ecre( 8 i « 
and to difpatch bufineft without s\py noife^ 
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;provc very ferviceable at Venice, daring the profent war 
<it acquaintance iii that City 'i;ive8 him ^ac- 

cliiHb t)ie cabals of the fenatofs, wKb fparc not, ovet 
wihe,^ to whifper the counfels of the ftate, and ^ to 
(Sercaht lijpon the mealbres tliat are taken to defend ihe 
lepviblic againft the invincible prowefs of the Ottoman 
ar&ies. ' * 

^ 'tt 4s publiciy kn6\Vn, that they have fent ambaffadors 
to the crown of Mhfeovy,' that of Poland and to the 
&iracs, inviting them to enter into a league againft the 
6rand Signior. liut few are acquainted with the pri;< 
va^e treaty ttiey are making with the baffa of Aleppo. 
Wc owe this difcovciy to the diligence and wit of this 
fon of Ifrael. lie has drawn the fecret from the mouths 
of fevcral eminent counfellors of ftate ; and afhires me, 
traVthd fenate have made fuch propofals to the gover* 
W cannot fail 6f itlduciog him to revolt. 

This may prove of ill confcquence, if not timeFy pre« 
example^ oPthis bafia, may in* 
tread in his fteps, efpecially his neighbours 
df^Sijfoii add DaxAdSTcuiii who have for a long time me- 
c^ated a' foveteigtity, independent of the throhe which 
them in thofe charges. Befide8,sthe fingle 
£a£des of this bafia wifi be kble to give a powerful diver- 
fion to^jthe arms of the empire already engaged in Candy, 
Dalmatia, and other parts, by fea and land. He fays, 
the Venetians Qpcak much in praife of this bafla’s juftice, 
wiSerW they relate’ many examples; among the reft, a 
cib'tain cook among the Franks of that city, was accufed 
0{ dreffing and feUing putrified fle(h, whereby many that 
thereof were infefied with the plague. Complaint 
bem^made dt' this to the bafia, he fends for the cook 
aii4 cxslnjiiiOs him about it; he replied, that he fold none 
b^^good ini wbolei^me meati for if it happened, that 
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at any time he ^Bjfqrced to kecg any fleih in his^^ 
ajbove t)iree days, lie f6 feafoned it^with fpiccs and h(rbS|^ 
as made it very favouiy, and without any 31 fcent.^^ 

^ The baffa not having patience to hear any more 
fetid apologyi comonaiided his arms and tegs ,to^^ cut 
off, and the ycins to be feared up; ordering, that d^^- 
ing the Aiort time he had to live, he fliou|d have no o^er 
food but what was made of his own limbs. 

They relate one more ^palTage, of ^ eomplaint thot 
was made by a peafaiit, whofe daughter this balla’s only 
fon bad rayifhed. l^he baila compelled him tq marry her^^ 
with this charge, Let ipe bear no more complaints of- 
thec, unlcfs thou art refolvcd.to leave jne without a 

fony . > . 

It i,s reported here, that the King of Perfia has made 
a peace with the Great Mogul, and that they will 
turn their forces againft our auguft emperor. . 

Here is ^fo a courier, arrived from .Marfeittes,. who 
briogs news of the reyplt of $ the inhabitants, of 

that place having Ih^en off the obe^nce t^ey p^e 
the fultan, and put themfelves under the protcAion cl 
the Venetians ; and that General Grirxuini has tahan four, 
{hips of Ragufa, laden with ammunition for pur 
He adds alfo, that Morofini has thirty fmall vefleh, be* 
fidcs galleys, under the very walls of the DardancUes. I 
long ago fuggcfttd to the Vifier Azem, that the weak- 
nefs of theft* cattles would one time, or other fencouiag^ 
the Chriflians to perform fomc notable exploit in the 
Hellerpunt. But Mahmut’s counfel was not regar4edC 
Now the eyent juitifies my adviccj^ the Porte will confult^ 
the fecurity of that avenue. I wjih they do not prac*^ 
tife the Trojan wifeV^mt The Venetians havq^ a poWer^ 
fel flce,t: If they block up the Ilcliefpont, and hinsler^ 
our fliips from failing Into the ATchlpclago, and^tlie 
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Cdffilds III the mean while, cmr the Black Sea widi 
their barks^ commlttibg a tb^a&itd 'piracies and ravages^ 
what will become of the imperial city ? Whence will they 
provide fuftenance for fo many millions of pedj^le as in* 
habit that city, and the parts adjacent i 

Thefe things are worthy of confideration ; and thou 
who haft the care of that capital feat of the Ottoman * 
empire, wilt not blame Mahmut for putting thee in mind 
of the danger which threatens even the feraglio itfdf at 
this junAure. However, I have done my duty, fage mi- 
nifter, and refer the reft to thy wifdom. My letters are 
all regiftered ; and if affiurs ihould fucceed ill, ‘t will be 
manifefted, that Mafamut, who watches night and day to 
ferve the great mafter of the world, has not been want- 
ing to give timely notice of what might be advantageous 
to the monarchy of the true faithful. 

Thou, who art edehrated for thy juftice and probity, 
pardon the liberty vdiich my zeaV for thy mafter and 
nine tenders worthy of excufe^ 

' Ptaeh, 19th of the 5th Moon, of the Year 1646. 
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BOOK II. 

I.ETTER I. — To the Magntfiunt and Hhtfirlom 
VisitR Azlm, at the Porte. 

OsMHi the dwarf, whom I formerly mentioned, re- 
nains in the coutt, and continues his good offices in 
eoBUDunicating to me fuch paftages aa come to lus know- 
lec^e. He has a fubtle wit, and bears no hearty love ts 
Ac Ckriftians, thoi^b he be one himfelf in profeffion. 
3 
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Hefi«fU(£ntI]rvirit«;iper wsAa 
.OoCidaT'bc confkioe^ foa by evident oircimfts^nceBfv t)^9t 
Cfurdmal MMuirini was ]»ojeftiiig tagm fomo ^cret and 
fuddea blow to the Ottomaa empire^ for wb^' Qfmin^ 
feems to be concerned by a natasaliocUiiatioo^ beings as« 
I told theCf born of Mahometan parents i \\q was nueafy, 
tiU he had acquainted me with bis apprcheniions j and X, 
gave him fuch iiiftru^ioiis aa I thought moft proper on. 
this occafion. I fet my thoughts on the 'Tack» to prc«^ 
vent fo dire a miTdiief } and having premeditated well on 
this affair» 1 pitched on a courfe which would at onco 
clear me the cardund’s fufpicion» and by< fceimug, 
tq favour his dehgnsj would abfolutely overthrow them«< 
I went to boldly one 4ayi and being admitted to his 
clofetf I tlius addreffed that politician » 

•• TufiaB are now nine years dapfed^ great minUter^ 
finoe I firft breathed t|i^e air qi ^rance^ during all which 
time I have not only (hared in common with the nativesr 
the benefits which have accrued to this noble kingdeiOf 
under the aufpicious mlniftry of Cardinal Richlieu, and 
his no lefs eminent fucccflbr, but have alfo received many 
parttcnlar honours from that' ilhiftrious prince of the 
churchy to which your eminence has been pleafed to 
make fome undeferved additions. It is to you both I 
owe the charadcr which has introduced me into the ac- 
quaintSfiice and favour of tlie nobility, who on that fdore 
have thought me worthy to inftruCi their children in th|j^ 
Greek and Arabic tongues, have vouchfafed to admit me 
to'their £ilt^ and to encourage me with thehopes of findl^l 
ing a comfortable repofe in the bofom of |)ie GalHcaft^ 
church, after a tedicfus peregrination from my ow«r 
country. o.y 

** When I refleft on aU the accillnulated blefliiif8rj& 
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nndtt tlie proteAion of yottv eminence,''' bleflliigfr 
equally tranfcending my ambition as they do my merits^ 
IvBpply all my lludies, to find cut fome acceptable way 
cf acknowledgment to my gracious ben^fa£lor : And b6- 
caufe nothing can be more welcome to the guardian of 
France, than the means of advancing the public good of 
kingdom committed . to his care, I now prefame, as 
a, teftimony of my gratitude, to propofe to your emi- 
flcnce fome fpeculations, wliich, if put in execution, will, 
in my judgment, not only render France the moil for« 
intdahle and ahfolute mowchy on earth, but alfo the 
• whole Gaitjicdic world in eternal obligations tocher, and 
give Juft reafon to change the ftyle of his Moil Chriftkn 
Majefty, from Eldeft fon of the Church, to that of Fa-> 
Iher of all Chriftendom. 

* ^ Your eminence will not wonder at the xealof a 
ftnmger, or the care that Titus of Moldavia takes for 
France. In being folicitous for thjii kingdom, 1 confiilt 
die welfare of my own country, <and of all the nations 
which profefs the faith of Jefus ; fince k is eafy to fee, 
that in the fate of France, that of all Europe is in*> 
voltcd* 

It is a long time fince the difmembered relics of the 
Roman empire bordering on Afia found themfelves too 
weakto reiift the puIiTance of the Ottoman arms. All 
Greece was loon overrun by the warlike Turks. Tran- 
fyhnmla, Wallachia, Moldavia, with the greateft part of 
l^e Upper Hungary, quickly became tributaries to the 
inveterate' enemies of the Cfariftian name ; aifd Germany 
itfidf is fo enfeebled by their repeated xncurfions, that all 
the emp^oracan'do, is to make dKhonourable and collly 
compofitions, buying a precarious peace with little lefs 
ehsrges than would ferve fome more fortunate prince to 
carry on a glorious ^ind fuccefsful war. Neither is the 
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ftate^of Venice la any better condition of defence, the 
Turks having pared away whole provinces from that once 
flouriihing commonwealth, and by their continual invaip 
iions and hofUlities, reduced her to a necelfity of mer^ 
chandiiing with the Ottoman Porte for peaces which is 
no fooner concluded, but on the leak pretence is broke 
again by thofe who hold thcmfelves not ‘obliged to keep 
faith with Chriilians. Behold at this time, without pro* 
vocation on the part of Venice, or a declaration of waf 
by the Grand Signior, the late league broken on a fud:* 
den, and in a mod clandeftlne manner : Behold, Candy- 
environed with their fleet by fca, and her fertile plains 
covered with armies of Mahometans by land. Bchold- 
her cities in the hands of her enemies, and her villages 
laid defolate, her nobles put to the fword, and her mqr^ 
chants led into captivity. In fine, behold this aiBidled 
commonwealth yet druggling with her fate, and fending 
her ambalfadors to all^the princes and flatea of Chiiftea^ 
dom, demanding, or rather, in a fuppliant manner^ im* 
plorjng their afliftanoe ; yet fhe finds little or no help 
from any but the Pope and the knights of Malta ; and- 
his holincfs has enough to do to preferve the patrimony 
of the church from violence. The ilate of Genoa is too 
^intent upon her traffic, to regard the calamities of< htas 
neighbours $ and all the princes of Italy have fuch di^ 
verfioiia at home, as render their application to things 
abroad very cold and indiffierent. In the mean wKilr, 
tlxe Turks gain ground, double their ftrength, and m« 
creafe their vidiorics 1 O deplorable date of Chriftendom I 
Is there no redrefs for thefe mifenes ? Yes^ Purely there 
is ! and'fiich' a redrefs, as only lies in your power, great 
minider, to apply ; ivhich, in the experiment, I dare af^ 
furc will prove effe^ual. 

** Ido not pretend to the vifions^andinrpirattons 



P4 




^Feterihe'^Htrinitt who gairbled^ftelikr^aftd dti4fi(f oSoetf 
^fid arming himfelf ill hafaAimentfr*of ftetU W6fft> dragoon- 
ing lip and down' Chnft%ndom,^t die ’head of a confidld 
to render himfelf popular^ and aeqilire the ti^le 
charader of pHgrim, pri^» and captain. The 31 foc- 
eefs of his rafh expeditions ihowed»'that he was only ftung 
^ith a religions caprice, and that God approved not hit 
'folly. I do not go about tb propofe another crufiKlei or 
xontrive a way to (hed whole deluges of human Uood, 
with no other oonfequence, than to ftain hiilory with the 
fanguine memoirs of Chrtflendom’s vanity and misfor. 
£une. Bcfides, that would be found imprai^cable, in 
this age, which was eafy to put in otecution five or fix 
hundred years ago. The world is not fo devout jiow^ as 
it was in thofe days ; neither are men fo prompt to run 
the rifle of their livesr on re%tous errands, for tlie honour 
of being efteemed martyrs. It will be difficult to find 
out a new lift of Godfreys, Bah|Wms, Guysi and other 
heroes, to lead the champions of the crofs through all 
the hardfbips of (ea and land, fo many hundred miles, 
into remote and dcfolate regions, to combat not only 
mth fiefh and bbod, but with famine, peftSenee, and^all 
the miferies of human life; and, as if this were not 
tnouglr, to (heath their fwords allb in each' others bowels,^ 
for pundtilios, mere trifles of miftaken honour, and sH- 
timed emulation ; and all this only to purchafc tlie empty 
tide of King of Jcrufalem, or the precarious authority 
of a Grecian emperor ; both fbort-lived' honours } tins one 
to be loft in a little time, all Paleftine, ’to the Sara- 
cens ; the other depending only on the pleafurc of the 
multitude Ic^uch were the glorious fi*uits *of* tbb Chrif- 
tian arms In thofe days ! Suchab^ triumphs attending 
cTtir viAories ! Thcfe the trophies which oisr fathers ^e- 
refted to their own difgrace ; when, after a war of fo 
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ditioa^ahan tbcy^found k| an4 fo many hundred 
tliaa&itd men a> marched tlUther» threatening the utter 
fi^iverfion of the Saracen'<empire> there ficacce retutncd 
dioi]|^ to difpcde the news of thek/owa overthroiv. 

Waving therefore thefe vifionary jra(h cxpeditioaf» 
I.iiowpropofe'to your eminence an uadertakiqg» whfohj 
though jt may make left noife in the world, yet carriea 
more probability of fuccefs, and wi)l not only promote 
the intereft of France,^ but redouqd to the advantage of 
all £urope^ 

, No man who is acquainted with hiftory^ .O&n be ig* 
norant whatHclaims the Kings of France have made to 
the empire of the weft &icc the days of Charlemaigne, 
the royal predeceffiir of his prefent m^efty, who was dig- 
IU&4 with the unperial title by the Sovereign biihop. 
Neither is ijt unknown, by what, artifices the Houfc o( 
Auftria have procured 'the tranflation of this ^iacred au- 
thority to their own family. 

f* Your eminence is fenfiUe by what tyrannous and 
uiduft methods they have maintaiiied themfelves m tliis 
hlgheft pitch of human glory ; and not content with .|hi6» 
how they have afpired after the monarchy of the whole 
world. All the north have groaned under the burdeu.of 
their infupportabfo tyranny ; and their encroachments on " 
the foutbf have rendered that line little left, infamous. 
Tliey fpare neither ciwl nor ecclefiaftical rights, in the 
purfiijt of their ambition, nut even the patrimony of St. 
Peter, which has ever been efteeincd facred and invio- 
lable by Cbriftian princes. They have facked Rome it- 
felf, and led the fupreme paftor of the cliur^ into cap-^ 
tivity. „ What •fbould 1 /peak of the Hollanders, Swit- 
zers, Qrifous, and other nations, which, impatient 
ahe Auftrian yoke, revolted from tbci^ cruel mafters, and 
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have «?er fioce aflerted their Hhttuty by the Cme of their 
arim ? What fliould 1 mention the frequent troubles ta 
Bohemia, Tranfjlvaniat and Hungary, when the inhabi- 
tants of thole countries, grown defperate with their 
daily oppreflionsi have bravely endeavoured to redecfg 
tbemfelves and their pofterity from perpetual (ervltadc, 
but for want of a powerful prote£tor, have been forced 
to yield to their old mafters i That inceftuous race are 
grown odious to the whole world ; even the princes of 
the empire arc forced tP fmother their refentments, when 
they ele6t one to poflefs the imperial diadem whom they 
cannot but hate. 

Tliat therefore which I aim at in this addrefs, is, 
to reprefetit* to your eminence, how eafy it will be m this 
juodurc, for his mod Chridian majedy to recover the 
imperial crown, which of right belongs to none but the 
fuccellbrs of the renowned Charlemaigne ; and which 
even the greated part of the Oem^ns themfelves wilh to 
fee placed on the head of Lewis XIV. Mod of the c« 
leftors are already inclining to the interells of France : 
It will pot be difficult to win the red. The Hunga-^ 
rianSf dec. long for a deliverer ; and the otlier provinces 
beyond the Danube, will freely open the gates of their 
^cities to let in his armies, whom they look on as the hope 
of all Chridendom. The Helvetians, who are allies of 
this crown, will not diil to perform their part. The 
Swedes have already plucked many feathers from the 
ravenous eagle ; and the forces of this crown Itave blunt- 
ed her talons. Another ca,mpaign will quite deplume 
her, enervate her lad vigour, and end the .tedious coti- 
troverfy. i, 

** Let not therefore an UDtimel)b peace with 'the em- 
ptier, fo much talked of, flop the current of the French 
triumphs ! Let not the finidcr prafticcs of German pen- 
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fioncrs in the Swediih coutti occafidn a rupture betwe'etr 
two the moft potent and viftorioue crowns in Europe ! 
*Or rather, let not Queen ChriHina reap thc'^ foie glcny 
of fe fortunate and profitable a war ! His majtfty has a 
ili^idable army by land, and in a (hort time w31 have 
an invincible deet by fea. Continual viAories court the 
perfeverance of-the French valour,* whxKk thejuflice of 
your caufe invites to the battle. 

All things confpire to put a period to* the Auftrian 
grandeur. Only fnatcli the prefent opportunity, which^ 
once loft, may never be recovered again. It was only 
the fuddeneand unexpedled fate of Henry IV. this king’s 
grandfather, of eternal memory, that hindered him from 
putting in execution the fame defign I now propofe ; and 
if Lewis XIII. did not profecute it, it was becaufe he 
Wimted a favourable junAure. Now, behold it ofters 
felf i it is in your power, fupreme direAor of the ^at6, 
under his majefty, tc^buffd the fortune of France fb 
high, that all the nations of Chriftendom may repofe 
under its fliadow. Purfue the fuccefs which H^ven baa 
already granted ; and when all Europe is thus f^tled ia 
a durable peace, either making honourable friendihips 
with, or entirely fubmitting to this new Gallic empire^ 
j^hen will be the time to call the Ottomans to an account, 
for the ravages and fpoils they have committed in Chrif* 
tian countries, and to carry our arms to the walls of Con* 
ftantinoplc, and drive thefe barbarians back to their pri- 
mitive rbeks and defarts, from whence they have thus 
long ftraggled, to ruin the moft dcfirabte^^rovincea pf A& 
and Eufepif, nay, and of the whole world. 

There is no other way but this, in my judgment, to 
ftop the progrefs of the Turkifh viAories ; fince it is ii^« 
pofilble to make a durable peace amoT\g Chriftian princes 
but by conqueft, I mean fuch a peace as will infpire them 

/V. m. r 
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With the rcfolmlon, aud pat them Into a capacity^ to 
nuite all their forces in a war againlt the Mahometans* 
As for tlic picfcnt condition of the republic, if their 
Iqffes were greater tlian they are like to be, } ct they will 
bfi^iucouCderable, iu compaiifon of the mighty gain 
which will afterwards accrue, not only to them, but to 
all the Chriftian nations, by advancing the French crown 
to that height of grandeur dcligned for it by fate. Hi- 
therto the Chriftian princes have only endeavoured to a,p. 
ply a remedy to the part particularly affefted ; from 
whence, if by fortune they chafed the dillemper, it fooii 
brake out in fomc other member ; whence it^ came to 
pafs that we loft province after province, and the Turks 
arc almoft gotten into the heart of Europe, If there- 
fore we dcflgn to drive them thence, it is nccefliry to fol- 
low this method, which will be found the only way to 
pluck this evil up by the roots. 

, Go on then, mpft prudent and illuftrloiis guardian 
of;!:he crown^cftined to conltnand the earth : Go on, 
and lift up our* great mafterto the wreath with which 
the tutelar angel of Europe is ready to environ Lis facred 
tcmpl^. Let not the German deputies at Munfter any 
longer amufe you with feigned overtures of peace ; but 
^i^uc the. propitious fate qf France, which waits to lead 
OUT armies to viAories, triumphs, and glories, and to efta- 
bli& a new ^empire in the world, to wliich all nations 
fl&ail pay homage, and fly for proteftion.” 

';Thpu feed, illuftrlous and.fercnc vifier,^tbat I hVc 
ufed much flattery in this addrefs. It is a^ necefiary vice 
in the copyt^f Franco, where no Diogei^isi caa have au- 
dience, it cannot be exposed thaf flpuld difeover, by 
i\n cardinal’s* anfwcr, wh^t li/s fentiments were of »y 
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projcft. He 18 of a debonair humour, and will rather 
feign virtues to commend in another man, than put him 
* to the blufli by mentioning his real vices. This is an eP- 
feA of his natural d Jpoheion, which he is wife enough 
to improve to the ends of policy ; there being no fubtiler 
artifice to gain a popular tfteem, than by the reputation 
of a generous teniprr. 

However, I think I faid nothing that could juftly of- 
fend him, unlefs he were endued with tha^incommdnica- 
blc gift of difeerning hearts ; for other wife, at the worft, 
he could but tax me with a loyal prcfumptxon and mif- 
takc, in propofing things altogether ioipradicable. 

Tlicfe were fuch as thou wilt eafily difeern, when tliou^ 
eonfidcrefi, that though they appear fair and cafy m the 
attempt, as the circum fiances of Europe are at prefent, 
yet the revolution of a few moons may quite change the 
face of affaira : New and untliought-of difficulties miiy a** 
rife ; the emperor m|y msd^e ,41 peace with Swcdeland, 
the pope might interpofe his mediation an^ authority, the 
aflembly at Muniler might have a concluiion according 
to their wifhes, the cle£loral princes might be more^jfirim- 
ly faftened to the intereft of the empire ; bcfides, another 
campaign may prove as fatal to the French, as the for- 
.jner have been propitious. After all, if they ihould find 
encouragement to begin this enterprife, and Ihould meet 
with anfwerable fuccefs In the profecution of it, yqt R 
thoufand occurrences would emerge, to hinder them from 
enjoying their new gotten empire long, or from being 
to maintain a war againft the empire, whof; fubjedU 
are InfiflTte, ahd treafurcs ifiexhaufiible. 

If thbuV who' art the light of the Ofinai^ monarchy, 
fhalt approve of what I liave done, my happinefs will be 
great ; nevertlidcfs thy reproofs >vill qpt make me mifen* 

JE z 
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able» fincc they arc arj^uments of thy condcfcenfion and 
favour. 


Pariit lotli of the tftli Moon, of the Year 1646. 


II.—- ISMAEL Mouta Faraca^ a JVhke Eunuch* 

T*hy letter Js come fafe to my hands, accompanied with 
a munificent prefent from Egri Boynou, uho thou telleft 
me is deprived of his eyes by the Ciand Signioi’b order, 
^ condole the calamity of my fiiend, yet accufe not the 
Jullice of him who is mailer of us all. We are mufllil- 
mans, and mull not difpute the pleafure of Heaven, or 
the commands of our fovereigns. It is an aigiiment of 
theii' clemency, when they retrench their angci, and fpare 
the lives of their Haves. The fultan is mciciful in a high- 
er degree, in not extending his hands to the wealth of 
our fiiend, but has left that and his liberty untouched, 
whereby he is.ftill in a capacity of enjoying many plea- 
*furei^ w^tich are denied to tboufands who have their 

I do not write this, as if I were void of compafiEon 
toward my fiicnd. I owe him ftill the fame afFc£lion, as 
invhen he was able to read the fincti ity of it in my face. 

1 would not have the lofs of his eyes abate the fight 
pf ]^S fouli which is his reafon. I^et him remember, that 
a famous philofophcr has done that voluntarily to him- 
£;l£i for the fake of a kfs interrupted contemplation, 
w\fich is impofed on our ftiend as a punifliment. There 
is no outward difaller c-^n hurt the optics of a mind 
guarded witli patience, and Ihut up within the circles of 
its own light. Such a foul is imfiregnable againft all the 
aliaults of fortune, ^nd triumphs over defiiny itfelf. * 

Befides, our beloved eunuch can Hill conver^r with his 
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friends, which is a privilege the deaf would almoft give 
their eyes to enjoy. It is haid to determine which of 
thofe two fenfes would be mifTed with leaft regret, efpe- 
<;jially to a man, who, by his excellent voice and (kill in 
finging, feems to be the very Ibul of mufic. 

What is it in all this infinite variety of vifible objedU 
that affects the eye with fo refined a pleafure, but the 
hatmonious difpofition and fymmetry of the parts, which 
compofe the whole feene of the univerfe i /Lnd may not 
that pleafure be tranfiated to the ear, whetyt receives 
the proportionate meafures and exquifite cadences of 
founds i Certainly mufic is no other than beauty to the 
ear, as beauty is mufic to the eye. 

But our friend £gri needs not thefe encouragements ; 
he underftands the way to make himfelf happy, and has 
wifdom enough to put it in pradice. 

The Grand Signior’s fury is pacified. Egri lives : tie 
has houfes and gardens ; gardens replenifhed with all 
manner of fruits and flowers to gratify his tafte and fmell : 
He is matter of much treafure in filver and gold, and of 
many (laves. If all thefe cannot contribute to his fldi- 
city, he is matter of himfelf^ which is eflential hii^pi* 
nefs. 

Thou who fucceedett him in that honourable poft, ahd 
guaideft the avenue of the majeflic chamber, where the 
addrefles and fupplications of all the princes of the earth, 
are made at the feet of ouf auguft emperor, watch thy 
fenfes, and obey thy rcafon. Remember thy predeceiTor’s 
fate, and forget not Mahihut: But above iU things, for- 
get not thyfelf. Adieu. 

P *18, 30th orthe 6ch ^eon, of the Year 1646. 
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Ill— 7i Dgn£t Oglou. 
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I AM cxtiemcly furpufcd, and equally troubled, at the 
feverc punilhmcnt which Sultan Ibrahim has infli£ied on 
Egti Boynou. lli^ lucceflor, Ifmael Mouta Faiaca, fent 
me the firfl- ntw^ of it, but faid nothin or of the eunuch’s 
enme. Neither oitld I lequcil that fatisfadiion gI a man, 
who ilciives a new luilic from the tragical tclipfe of my 
fi^rnd, Lil m> lo\e fhould have bctiaycd my difeietion, 
and lcn»p]td me to utter that v^hich is not piopcx fur a 
flave of the Sultan’s to exprefs. Our tboughjs aie our 
own whilft vse keep them chained up in out breafts ; but 
if once we fuiTer them to take air iu words, the^ become 
another man’s, who may make ufe of them to our ruim 
I never had familiarity eno^'gh with Ifmael, to trufl: him 
with reflcdb'ons of tliis nature. Belides, his own letter 
to me difeovered tod much fteedom^to be void of defign, 
it being the iirft that ever paiTed between us ; which for 
that reafon ought to have been di&ated in a ftyle mote 
referred* I fet him a patter i in my aiifwei, not letting 
^ vtond cfcapcmy pen, wbiji might fpcak kfa rcftgnatiun 
to the w31 of oui mafter, tlian tend^iiitlb foi my fxiend’s 
ihlFering. 

* But with thee I dare ufe greater ftecdom : My long 
expedience' of thy integrity will juftify this boldnefs, 
TdH mc» my D^'ct, was it not the blinduLfb of Sultan 
Ibrahim's pafliun, whkh has robbed EgrI of his fight ? 
Anfwcr me without difguife, ^Vas it not foinc caprice of 
jejoufy i Was it not bevaufe the mailer thought he faw 
too much, tUu the flave hes not now at all? If that fenf • 
was not judged criminal in Egri, why was it in pat titular 
pitiiifhed ? But it U in vain to meafure the cruel fiolics nf 
a fovcptign monarch by a ruk, who makes his will i law. 
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The Chriftians fay, the Ottoman princes are butchers, 
and the whole empire flumbles, where ^tufons of all de« 
Agrees are ficn'liccd to the luft o) paHloii of a tyrant. I 
tfU thee, though I nppro\c not the licentious tongue^ cf 
thefe infidels, yet it appeals too true, that fo uncontronl* 
"able a powei a** the Laftein monarchs aic^ nvefted with, 
pi ompis them to commit maiiy slolencis, for which jnf« 
tice can make no pica. It wtie to be wiihed, that the 
pradiccs of the fublimc feraglio did not too*bftcn verify 
it. Suffer me to be exafperated a little for the cruel fen* 
Cence executed on my friend, the molt accomplifhed pen* 
fon wjtfaifi the walls of that magnificent palace. Doubt- 
lefs, he owes the lofs of his eyes to the grudge of fbme 
envious iqinion, who tvould not brook fo dangerous a ri- 
val in the fultan’s favour ; for this unfortunate eunuch, 
who charmed all hearts, had made Tome impreflion alfo 
on the cruel Ibraliim's. He often loved to he^ him fiisg 
the lively Doric ftraiaa to chafe away his melancholy; fur 
Egri is a fccond Orpheus, whofe voite, thou knowtil, 
infpired the trees and rocks with paflion. Befides, he 
has many other gifts, which rendered hit perfon and con- 
verfation dcledable to all, and taught the whole ferajglio- 
ntw lefTons of Platonic love. 

• When thou liafl rcctivcd this, I dcfiie theo to give him 
a \ilit. Thou knoweft his houfe at Galata. Embrace 
him in my name, and give him a kifs of faithful firiefid(X 
ihip. Forget not alfo to icturn liitn my acknowledgments 
for the diamonds hv, fent me ; and cheer him with thi^ 
thought, that one day his eyes (hall be renewed in para^ 
dife, far brighter than tliofe glittering jewels. Adieu. ' ^ 
Ti* O h of til* fjth Moon 1 1 rh Year 1^465^ 
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IV.— 7i DicHiEu Hussein, Bqfa. 

It Is not eafy to guefs at the motive which Induced die ^ 
Duke of Orleans to begin this yeai’s campaign In fo 
gorous d fcafon. It was the firll moon, and the ground 
* was covered with deep fnows (an 111 time to march in an 
*eneldy’6 country) ; and when thefr fnows were diflblved, 
SboSb followed. It feems as if he were thirfly of fame, 
and vofild acquire the charaAer of a hardy warrior ; re* 
foMng to (hun no fatigde which might advance the repu- 
tafioA df his arms. 

The Duke of Enguirn, fpurred on with a glorious ^ 
fnulation, f6on followed witK another army, but by a dif* 
faent noad. 'There are four marefbhals of France gone 
with them. Thefe early matches make a great noife.— 
But little of adion could be expc 61 ed, while the wary 
Flemings, knowing thepafles of the country, and the 
fefee of the floods, have kept ]^eir winter-quarters, 
fpending that dme at eafe, in preparing all things necef- 
fary for a more feafonable campaign, which they have 
’rfoW Be^n. ^ 

^In^this the Spanlih policy deferves commendation, Who 
^ttld not ck^ofe the health and lives of their fbldierB to 
^fidi^efiary rigours, but waited till the fun had well dried ^ 
ilp the uhwhed^fome damps of theearth, and fliedding his 
benignei' ihflhence through the air, invited them forth 
Wo the Add. But when I Ihus approve the wifdom of 
the S^niards, think not that I condemn the fprightly 
genius of the French, who feem to approach nearefl; the 
bravery of the mulTulman armies. 

The a6lio% of a French officer was worthy of remark, 
who being fent from the camp with letters to the king 
aitd queen, arrived at the court, the 24th day of the 
cond inobn, whilft t^e ground was yet frozen hard. Af- 
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ter he had delivered his meflagei the chamberlain of the 
royal houfehold appointed him a lodging fdr that night 
in the king’s palace, he being to return toj Flan4crs the 
next day. Bat he generoudy refafed it, fayiqg, ** It 
*2ame not him to lie in a bed of down, when his genersd, 
with the whole army, were forced to fleep on the froz<^ii 
earth. Therefore, caufing fome flraw to be brought p 9 t 
of the (tables, he took his repofe thereon in the open 
The young king, extiemely pleafed with bis gallgo- 
try, ordered him an hundred pieces of gold, and recoi()|l- 
mended him to the Duke of Orleans as one of the brav-^ 
eft men in his army* I > 

I fwear by the whiftling of the winds, and the rofflmg 
of the leaver that 1 honour fuch virtue even in ao in$- 
dd.' * 

I • 

, Paris, ftoth of the 6th Moon, of the Year 1646. 


V.«- 7 b Ksrrex Hassah, 

T j^ f 

HY lett^ is come to my hands, with the prefent of 
kopha, which is fo much the more acceptable, bepaufe 
thoubioughteft it thyfclf ftom the valley of Admoim,tba 
place of my nativity. It is an evident fign that thou 
not forgot thy countryman, in that thou condefeendeft to 
oblige him in fo peculiar a manner. The place where 
we drew our firft breath is always dear to mortals ; and 
the remembrance of that delicious vale aifeAs Mabn^ 
with Angular delight. It is true indeed 1 was brop^t 
from thence before I could diftingiiiCh one place from ats* 
other ; but I have vifited tint region fince, and have rea<« 
fon to pronounce it the mod dclc^bible pLrt of Arabia, 
l^ad the Grecian poets fecn that paradife, th^y w^d 
not have' fo extolled the celebrated fields of Tempe in 

» 5 
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l*Miraly. TMs happy vale is the elyfium of the 'world, 
Mdihd Wfdi an eterrial Q)ring. 

Thou ait hifjhly obliged to the fultan for the lib ity 
he liaS given thee to viiit the place of thy cradle, and to* 
fojduni fo long airiong thy kind td. Thy fathei was fa- 
mous in that ^.ountry for hunting of Lons, and other 
Waib of piey. I have heard fomc of our tribe praife 
his Tatour and deiitcnty in the chace of thofc fierce ani- 
mals. They toH me, that in the fpace of two years he 
had prtfented the Btglerhcg with twenty lions heads 
killed by his ow n hand , thit he had three tame ones in 
his houfe, which he had taken when whelps from a lion- 
efs of prodigious hrlh ; that the walls of hr houft wreic 
hung with the f!<ins of s, panthers and lions, the 
trophies of Ms ludcfatigabh diligence, flail, and'eourage, 
in purfuit of Wild beafts. In a word, they faid he was 
the moft fucctfsful hunter in all Arabia. If tliou tnho- 
rite!! hk inclinatron^ rfs wcH as bis blood (for they com- 
monly go together), tbou hafl had a fair time to range 
the fon-fti, and purge the dilirt of thofc lavtno is crea- 
tures. Were it not for the enmity of the gnat*, tlie eafl 
he overiufi with theft fas age*. They fa}, this 
Ifttle defpicablc infeft deftro} s more lio is than all the 
bWltfmcn in Alia 5 for, fwarming about thtip in the htat 
of fummer, they chufly fallen on their t} e lids, which 
they fting fo \chemently, that the lions, thud irg to cafe 
thelnfclves by fciatcftiug, often tear rii-ir own eyes out, 
and'fo are familhed. 

''Trfunderft indwell the different nitnrcsol: beafts, is 
a ftudy fit f )r kings. It wai the glory of Solomon, td 
b "hccuraic i^this fcnowrlcdgc; and Alexander ^ht Great 
had fu6h*hn eftccta for it, that he; b^ftowed f Auftoib 
tht phdofopher eight hundred talents, on*y l<i wu‘ing *4 
c tif aniirals.^ Our Holy Pxophet was mnent a* 
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bove all Qther inortaU> for his familiarity with the brutlli' 
generations, underftanding their qualities and languagciri 
and often difeouriing with them. When he lived in the 
defart, a libard continually waited at the door of his 
ckve, and did all the ofHcts of a kind and faithful fer* 
vant. Such grace is givcti but to a few. 

But I forget my own oppoit unity of \cntii>g my afr 
fediioiu to my country and tny friends. 1 forget that It 
am wilting to one who is newly como Arabia. 
Would to God I could fee thee, were it but for an hour. 
I have a tlioufand quellioas to rik about my relations^ 
and what changes ha\e hippencd Hncc 1 was there. 

Bat I muft facrifice thcle natural fondutlfes to the will 
of deftiny. 1 am a double c\tle ; and llnce it is for thct 
feivice of* the Grand Signiur, 1 am reiigned. 

Adieu, happy minifter ; and if Mahmut may be ad* 
mitted fometimes to mingle w'lth the tialn of thy better* 
thoughts, he ihall count himfelf liappy %vhcre\er he 

Taris, ad of the 7th Muou, of the Year 1646. 


YI . — Tv Hu?sfis, 

7h£ taking of Relimo in Candy ^ has filled the 
* aarenes with apprehenfiuns of gi cater calamities. « < 
The firil fortunate ilrokes in a war, make deep 
preifiona on the enemy, the \ulgar looking on them as 
the index of their futuie dcRiny. But repealed fupcefies 
chill thiur vitals, bcicavc them of coinage and hope, 
leaving them nothing but ominous poitems, and fiiper- 
lUtious prefages of theii appiuachiug ruin. So hard a 
thing it is to judge of humau events, wfthAt being car- 
•ried into extremes. * They already give over the whqj^ 
illand for loft. 1 wiih and believe ft may prove tnxCm 

£ 6 
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Yet at the fame time I know the fortune of mr it un- 
certaini and another campaign may repair or revenge 
the damage they have fuftained In this and the former. ^ 

The Venetians loft five thoufand men before the walls 
of that town, among whom was General Comaro, t&e 
viceroy of the ifland, flain in the firft onfet, befidea what 
were killed by our foldiers when they entered with the 
retreating Candiots, and facrificed all to the heat of mar- 
tial paffion. 

But that which appeared moft ominous to their caufe, 
though the prefent damage were left, was the falling out 
of the fopraveditor, and the proveditor of the ifle, who 
not agreeing about the extent of their different com- 
miffionsf formed two parties, between whom there hap- 
pened a furious encounter, in which four hundred were 
(lain on both fides. 

Thefe finifter events occafioned the republic to make 
freih appUcatioos to the court of France ; and an a«n- 
baffador is feat from this crown to^onftantinople, in or- 
der to mediae a peace. They call him Monfieur de Va- 
rainei^,»iraMln of a prefumptuous difpofition, and who 
ddBf^bts to attempt difficult things. When there could 
%ot be found a perfon willing to undettake a negotiation 
whidh carries fo little probability of fucceeding, this gen- 
*^<101011, in a bravado offered himfelf ; telling the queenr 
that he made no doubt of fo reprefenting matters to the 
Grand Signior, as would infidlibly produce a peace. 

»' < It had been eafy for Cardinal Mavarini (whofe coun« 
lid the queen follows in all things) to have hindered this 
man's voyage. But thofe who are acquainted with the 
pique that is between them, conclude, that the cardinal 
confented t& his commiffioo, on purpofe to lay a train 
Igr his future difgrace ; as knowing the holdnefs of jiis 
temper was far from being feconded with equal wifdom 
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and conduft ; and that* though he was prone to ur»d^f^ 
take great and hazardous aAionsi yet he never had the 
good fortune to accomplilh any thing of moment. 

They that know this gent}eman*s character, fay^ that 
\ny example will encourage him to rulh into labyrinths 
and perils $ and where examples are wanting, he is am- 
bitious to be made one himfelf. He fears not to tread 
in the footfteps of fuch as have mifcarried in the moft 
defperate entcrprifes ; but promifes himfelf-fuccdfs, where 
a thoufand have failed. In fine, he is elleemed the ralh- 
ell man living. 

I fend thee this defrription of the French ambaflador, 
that thou mayeft communicate it to the fovereign divan* 
It will he no fmall advantage to Lnow the temper and 
qualifications of foreign minilters relidmg at the auguft 
Porte, efpccially at thib junAutc, whereon the fate of 
Chriftendom depends. Befides, there cannot be too great 
caution nfed to obviate the lubtle trains of Cardinal Ma- 
zariniy who, 1 fearf is contriving no kind offices to the 
Ottoman empire. 

1 kifb the hem of thy veft, tlluftrious bafla^ and bid 
thee adicut 

Paris, ad of the 7th Moon, of the Year 1646. 


# ■ ' ■ 

VII.— 7i the fame. 

captain bafla has tlie reputation of a good feamaa 
among the French. They highly applaud his expedi- 
tious relief of Canea, and no lefs commend the feciccy 
with which he landed hib army, and took the town of 
Rctimo. The French arc gentrally greaf critics io mi- 
litary aCairs^ and are not fo partial to the honour of^the 
Chriftiansi as to deny the praifes tkat are due to an^ex 
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|>ert leader among the miiffulmanB. Yet they are incon- 
ftant, and feldom retain the fame fcntiments long. Every 
circulation of their blood begets new friendihipsy ne\? 
^pinionsy new ccnfurcs. In this they feem to inherit' thi, 
vices of the ancient Gaulsy as well as their country. * 
A Roman emperor, who made war in this nations 
has left excellent memoirs behind him ; wherbin, among 
other things, he dcfciibes the nature of the Gauls, their 
difpofitlons, and genial inclinations, lie that fliall read 
his writings, which were penned above lixteen hundred 
years ago, and fliall convcife with the prefent French^ 
will eaflly conclude, tliat the latter are a living tran^ 
feript of the former, and that their humours and at^Ions 
arc cxadly copied from his woids. Yet in nothing docs 
the charaAcr of the primitive Gauls fuit morcTtruly to 
the prefent Inhabitants, than in their furious onfets in a 
battle, and their equal readinefs to flight. Their firft 
aflauk feemft to fpe^ them more than men ; their fecond, 
Icfs than womeit ; and they feldom Venture on a third. 

Wilt thou know then, how they obtain fo many fignal 
victories It/4f(iy flratagems and money. AVhere they 
circumvent their enemies^ they corrupt a party of 
vWith ^bribes and peufions. Thus they purcliafe 
th^ conquefis with a more powerful metal than keel. 
The force ofl^gold, to which all things yield,* lays faitia'i 
and provinces at the feet' of this invincible monarch. 

But 1 pray Heaven fo to profper the armies of the 
empire founded on virtue, that this infidel prince, and all 
the Nazarenes, may' experience their gold to betas inef* 
fcAual as their fwords, againft the valour and juft 
venge of the true believers. 

\ad of tibe ytU Moon, of the Year 1646. 
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Vni. — To the Ven^aHe Mufti, S'jver/i^.i Guide of tht ' 
Tnie Believers, 

(Thou, who art all goodnefs, the arch-type of clemency 
and virtue, wilt not number me among the ^importunate, 
for fo often troubling thee with difputcs of our holylayr. 

1 aik thee no common queilions, neither am I captious, 
feeking occaiions to darken what is apparent, or invali-.. 
date the tedimony of liim who touched the h 2 xid of God. 

I revere the holy oracles, and the book hot diclated on 
earth. Kvery chapter 1 read in the Alcoian, makes me 
blefs the angel who took (o many flights to biing down 
tlic facrctf p/iges from heavtn ; and my reverence is in- 
creafed towards that volume of glory, when 1 confider 
it was not haAily compofed, every vcrficlc being the pro- 
duA of 4ivine premeditation. Doubtlefs it excels all 
the writings in the world. No feripture, before or finite,, 
has approached to the myAerious elegance of thofe ce^ 
leAial lines. Tct mefliinks I find a great profundity of 
wifdotia in the treatifes of the ancients. 

Thou wilt fay, my Aation requires * read men- 

more than books, being not fent hither to contemplate, 
but to ad for the intereA of my maAer and the Ottomad'^ 
empire. It is true, my bufinefs is now to unravel the defigns 
*'of^the infidels ; but bear with me, if I tell Aee, 
order to this 1 took no wrong courfe, when in my youngs 
er years I applied myfelf to books, which are but men 
turned infide out, or metamorphofed into letters ; againik> 
whom, thus furviving th^mfelvcs, the Arokc of death 
iLOt prevail. 

Thofe who have crefted Aatues of gold, filver, brafs, 
or marble, to the memory of departed hie^cs, can but 
tranfmit the tfiigus*of their bodies to poAerity, which 
thou knoweA is the ignoblcr part %f n.;.n ; 'iii;d hereixi 
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they come fhort of the Egyptians, who have the art of 
prefervmg the bodies thcml^lvcs incorniptlble for a thou- 
l^nd generations* But they who left their writings to 
pofterity, have obliged the world with an immortal an$^ 
lively image of their mind : this is properly the man, and 
lives for ever, when the body io confumed in the grave, 
and the ilaiue perhaps is eat up by time, dr demolilhed 
by envy. 

Pardon this digreflion, oraculous and unerring mouth 
of God. 1 have a great deal to fay, and cannot com- 
prehend it in a few woids. It has been enjoined by our 
holy doftors, that a muiTuIman ihould not read the books 
of profane infidels. Bat tell me, thou who art the lefolv. 
cr of doubts, whether this piecept is extended to all with- 
out exception, or whethei a difpenfation may*not be al- 
lowed to fucli as read thofe books with one eye, whilft 
the other is fixed on the law, which balances the miad 
with truth ? The iUcoran tells u$, that the devil has in- 
felted fome falfities in the beil writings ; but, is it not 
poffiUe for a man to fepaiate the good fiom the bad? 
I read in tbelbook of glory many remaikablc things con* 
Ofmmg Alexander the Great : But is it unlawful alfo to 
aerufe what has been writ by others, of the life of that 
femotts warrioi, and holy pxophet ? Both Grecian and 
Roman hiftorlans have related his adventures in Afia, hiV 
battles with Darius the Peifian monarch, and Pox us the 
Indian : they piaife his continence and modeft regard to 
Syfigambis and her daughters, when they were his cap- 
tives ; his inviolable friendihip to Ephtilion, whilft living, 
and the affeAionate tears he ihed for him after his death $ 
yet they condemn him of cruel ingratitude, for facrifi- 
cing Clitus to his choler, and the^fumes of wine, who was 
a/aithful friend, a valiant foldier, and once had faved his 
life in a battlcv 'Phey cannot pafs over the burning ^f 
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Pel fepolis, without fome refledUons on theunmanlyfoftnefs 
of this warrior, who, to pleafe his concubine, gave orders 
lhat the falreft and moft magnificent city in Afia (hould 
ft fet on fire. The Ptrfians boaft, that that city was 
built all of cedar ; that Cyrus had wholly difplanted, not 
only Mount Xiibanus, but the choicell nurferies of that 
fragrant wood, thiough all Afia, to build this glotious 
city, in emulation of Solomon king of the Jews, who 
was by other princes thought to value himfelT too high, 
for building the temple of Jerufalem of the fiime materia 
als. They add, that Alexander found in this city ninety 
millions oi caracks in gold ; that, after the debauch was 
over, and the flames had confumed to afhes this phoenix 
of Afia, the conqueior wept, and commanded the money 
he had found there fiiould be expended in raifing another 
in its loom, more glorious than the former ; but that 
Thais, who had perfuaded him to ruin it, was the on^y 
obftacle to its re-edification ; for fuch was her empire 
over this monarch, that he could deny hlj^iipthing. 

What I have faid of Perfepolis is rccoided Ssj t^erfiaqi 
hiftoriatib $ otlier writers make fome mention of it, but 
not fo paiticularly. There are fome alfo who mention 
his demolifhing of Tyrus, a city fo ancient, that it is tM 
be iirfl built by one of the grandchildren to ^oidi, 
of whom thou knoweft the Alcoran fpeakb oAcn. They 
tax him alfo with cruelty, in caufing two thoufand of the 
chief Tyrians to be crucified as a facrifice to Hercules. 
Tlioii ait befl able to judge whether this be agreeable to 
truth ; for what muflulman will believe, that the viftori- 
ous piopbcL was guilty of fo barbarous an idolatry i 
The method he took to fubdue this imp|iegnable city 
is an argument of hk iiwincible courage, and that there 
islnothing impraflicablc to a mind ainicd with refolutlSn 
and perfeverancc. 
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Tynis Ivas fituatcd dbo\c half a mile in the fca. Wherf 
the Macedonian demanded a funender, the citlzent»^ 
trufting to the llicngth and height of the rock whereon/ 
they lived (for it was a perfeft ifland), and to their 
diltance from the Riorc of the conliiient, bid defiance to 
him» w'hom God had otdained to fubdiie all nations be-' 
tween the cxtrcinitieb of India and the pillars of Hercu- 
les. The conqucior^ inflamed at then rcfiifal of oiFeied 
peace, prepares fur an aflault. He attempted, without 
the miracle of Mofes, to make a path for his army 
through the Sea. He followed the Heps of the Babylo- 
nian monarch, who, not three ages before, had joined 
this proud neft of merchants to the firm land. Twice 
his induftrious foldiers ralfed a caufeway above, the waves 
to the very walL of Tyrus, and as often was their labour 
defeated by the watchful I'yrians; when the thiid time 
he proved fuccefiful, and, in fpite of all tbcir refiftance 
by fire and fword, after a fiege of efix moons, he fcaled 
the walls oflhat queen of maritime cities, and convinced 
the world^ that no human foice could put a flop to bis 
conquefia, whom Defiiny had appointed to cluflifc the 
nations of the earth« 

That cliapter in the Alcoran which fpeaks of thi i re- 
nowned worthy, tells us, «« That he nuiclud io far eatl-» 
ward, till he came to a coiintr/ wbeic the fun rifts.'* 
This paflage the Chrlftians ridiruL*, f lying, that the fun 
rifes and fets in all countries ; and that lliLie ib no fi'iied 
point of call and well in the labile of the world, 'fince 
the fame place which is eafi of one country, is ueft of 
another. Thus th< defpifers/of our holy law cjvil at the 
Alcoran, an^fay, it is compofed of old wives tales, a 
rude iudigcltcd coUcAion of caftern «omanccs and fuptt- 
ffitious fables, ciVi lated for the meridian of ignoian?o, 
firft promulgcd a ih-* fsvpge and irinoldh« d d'fr*ii 
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Arabija, and afterwards propagated by the fword through 
thofe countries! whofe vices had banifhed their learnings 
and renderfd them, flexible to a religion! whofe highcfti 
^etenfipns conflAcd in gratifying the fenfes. 

Tbefe critics coufider not at the fame time! that they' 
argue againi^ the Old and New Teftament (whii:h is 
efteemed the Alcomn of the Chriftians)! wherein tliere 
is ofteir mention made of the rifing and going down of 
the fun, of eaft and well! as proper points or marks from, 
which to take the fituation of countries. Aflurcdly in 
.this they are captious ; for though there be no dated 
point of eaft or weft in the globe! yet India being the 
neareft region of this continent to that part of the ho^ 
rizon where the fun daily firft appears! it has! not with*’ 
out reafop! gained the additional epithet of Eaft. And 
it was here the Macedonian hero fwcat, becaiifc he could 
conquer no fartlier, unlefs be would have begun a wsAr 
with the filh of the fe^. 

There are many other paflages related xif Alexander’s 
temperance! moderation! jufttce, fortitudes^itol4 fuck like > 
virtues! and fomethiag of his vices ; but I will not tire 
thee with all that is fa id of this invincible monarch, nor, 
face him in all his marches through Alia. J will not 
^rouble thee with uhut they fay of his journey into' 
Egypt^ and afpiring to be called the fon of Jupiter Am* 
moil ; his being poifoned at Babylon, in the height of 
all his triumphs ; and the cantonifing his empire among 
his chief captains. Whfitfocver in thefe hiftories is a- 
greeable to the holy Alcoran, I acquiefcc. to ; what is 
repugnant to that fummary of truth, I rejeft as a fable. 

Tell me, thou fovereign refolver of doujjtts, whetlicr 
on thefe terms I may mit read the writings of infidels ^ 
Befoks are relief to the mind oppreifed with melancliol}^ 
and efpeelally hiftor'es, which alfo bring profit, by right* 
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ly informing us of the tranlii£kionB of paft ages | fo that 
things which were done thoufands of years ago, are 
made prefent to us. Where then is the crime in read- 
ing tliefe memoirs of the ancients i Is it not confifteht 
with the faith of a mufliilman to read thefe hiftories, be- 
caufe they were penned by heathens ? Mult, we reject all 
that the Pagans did oi faid ? Why then are the works 
of Plutarch had in fuch veneration by the princes of our 
law ? I tell thee, I not only read Plutarch, Livy, Ta- 
citus, Xenophon, Polybius, with many other hidorians 
that were pagans, but 1 improve by their writings* Such 
rare examples of virtue, fuch lUuftrious patterns of jajCk 
tice, fuch folid precepts of morality, as thefe authors a« 
bound with, cannot in my opinion hurt any^man, who" 
(Jefires to fquare his life by the beft ru}es» 

I read allb the poets, whofe fables and parables feetU 
to me ^c^l many excellent and profitable maxims 

of human hfe. a 

The fiory qfv tbe birth of Typhon, his warring with 
Jupitar, afi4«|(fs final overthrow, denotes the monftrous 
rife qf fiiAions in a ftate, and their ruin. 

The Cyclops being employed by Jupiter in making 
thunderbolts and killing JEfculapius, for which they 
tbcmfelves were afterwards flam by Apollo, intimates tlv* 
ofe uhich fovereign pnnees make of cruel, covetous, and 
unjuft officers, who, when they have fulfilled the plea- 
furc of their maftera, aie absmdoned by them to the re- 
venge of the opprefled fubjeflt. This is commonly ex- 
perienced in all monarchies, and efpecially in the mighty 
empire of the Ofmans, where the btflaa, though the 
Grand Sigi^r, for the ends of ftate, connives a while 
at their unjuft oppieffion pf thc‘*muffulman8 under their 
government, yet in due time, to fliow h s abhorrence o^ 
their \illanKS, confi^ns them o\cr to the cx^w.rionct. 
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13iou knoweft to whom the bowftrmg was fcnt lad ; I 
wUh his fucceflbr may not equally merit it^ 

Aftseon's being devoure 4 by his dogs» only for feeing 
liiana in a bathy might have ferved as a warning to Ufeph 
the black eunuch, who could not leftrain his tongue 
from babling.out the private amours of Sultan Ibrahim. 
It was danger enough to know the fecret ; but to di- 
vulge it, was a fare way to incur the revenge of the 
prince. 

Not much unlike was his error, who, though he did 
jiot report it to othcis, yet had the piefumption to check 
his fovereign to his face, and repioach him with lux- 
ury. Had he been acquainted with the fable of £n- 
dymion the moon, it would perhaps have taught 
him, that it is not the part of a favourite to take notice 
of his mailer’s ftolen pleafures, but rather to invite hi^ 
fometimes from the tods of date, and unbend his mind 
with reel cations. • ^ 

There arc many other profitable remarks hidden under 
the fi 6 lions of the poets, which, though they may feem my- 
ftcrious at fiift view, yet, being examined with a Httle at- 
tention, prove as eafy to be uiidei flood, as the hierogly- 
phics were of old to the Egyptians, who knew no other 
\^tei8. 

God the firft Intellefl, who imprinted his mind on ta- 
blets of marble, in letters of Arabic, and writ the deca- 
logue with a beam of his glory, having alfo infpiied all 
nations with the knowledge of letters, grant, tliat whilft 
I read the records of the Gentiles, I may not forget the 
precepts of the Alcoran. 

Paris, 13d of the 7th Moon, of the Year 1646. s 
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IX.— To Mur IT, S/iffa, 

A couRirR came to this city ]a0: night, bringing news of 
tlic taking of Courtray by the French army. This is 'a 
confiderable town in Flanders, and commands a great 
pait of the country. The Duke of Oihans invefted it 
on the ninth of the laft moon, and on the eighteenth lay 
down befote it i\iih the uhole aimy. The Spanifli ge- 
nerals haftened to its relief, and brought thirty thoufand 
«ien of fix nations, to combat with the French ; but they 
quarrelled about precedency of poft. High words pafled 
between the l^uke of I^orrain and Geneiah Lamboy. 
Thus^ while they fpent then time in nccdlefb contLfl->, 
.the Fiench took the tow n ; and, having left a ilrong 
garrifon there, pait of the army commanded b) the Ma- 
lefchal de Grammont is maichcd to join the Hollandeis, 
with defign to attack Antweip ; and the refi follow the 
Duke of Orleans, who, they fay, ijitends to beficgc Mai- 
d)ke« This ts a fea-towm that has nothing in it coiiii- 
derablc enough to tempt a conqueror, fa^e the ha\en, 
wliich is of gteat importance in thofe Teas. 

We have had no rains here thefe three moon^, which 
makes the people fear a famine^ Fioviiion of all forts is 
very dear ; and thofe v'ho have great quantities of con^ 
will not bring it to the markets. The fruits aic all blall- 
ed, and a diltemper rages in the city, which fills all places 
with death and mouining ; the. cattle drop down dead in 
the fields, and the rivers are almoft dried up; men languifh 
and wither, as if parched up by fome inwurc} fire | fearful 
apparitions aie feen in the air ; each night brings ioith 
new prodigii^ ; the people lament the prefent, and pie- 
fage greater calamities to come ;**-i-wiliile Mahmut perfe- 
veres unmovtd, and neither molells himfclf nor otlifiiS 
about the inev ‘table of d<.fiin}. I n. the 
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path of iny duty, without tiuihng to the light hand or 
to the left ; I ferve the Grand Sign lor faithfully ; I pray 
for hh health, and for the welfare of tlie-empire« 1 nei- 
ther give alms to the iiiddcls, nor do them any injuiiet. 
In fine, if I cannot reap any piofit from other mens vir- 
tues, I take care their vices (hall do me no harm. 

* It is faid thtic will be a procefTion here (hortly, where- 
at the king, the quceiMegent, and the whole court, will 
afliit barefoot, for an example of others. iTie body of 
a certain female faint, whom they efieem the patronefs of 
this city, w ill be taken out of the church where it lies, 
and will be^ carried with other reliqaes of faints through 
the ftreets of Paris, to atone the wrath of Heaven, which 
feems to be kindled againfi them. 

In the iriean time, 1 pray Heaven to fend down its blef- 
fiiigs on the Ottoman empire, and preferve the true faith- 
ful fiom the three feourges of God. ^ 

Paris, 23d of the 7th Moor, of the Vcai xd46. 

•fi 


X.— 7 e i/je Aca of the janyjaries* 

1 ptRcnvE thou had followed the advice I formerly 
gave tUce to read hiftoric;, wherein thy letter fptaks thee 
very converfant. TTiou wilt have no icafoii to repent of 
a labour that affords fo agreeable a diverfion, efpecially 
to a ibldier and a llatefmair. They open the graves, and 
call forth the dead, without didutbing tlieir repofe, and 
ptefent to usthofe heroes living, talking, and ad ing great 
things, wliofe bodies have lain buried in filence and ob- 
feurity many ages ; they introduc^e us intgs the clodts 
of princes, revealing thtir mod fecrct counfcls ; thej 
make us famihar with the intii^iies of jiolituians, and the 
dratagems of w'ariicis. In fine, thcic Iz nothing public 
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or private! in the courts or camps of the grcateft mo* 
naichsi to which an hiftorian is a ilrangtr. 

I applaud the choice tliou haft made of Qi^cian lufto* 
rieSy and others of the call $ yel I counfd thee not to 
negleA thofe of the weft. The ancient Roman writers 
are full of tare examples ; and modern Francey which 
emulates all great and gloiious undertakitigSy takes equal 
csore to commit to pofterity the hves of illufttious perfons. 
I fay not this in contempt of other countries in Europe* 
The Chnftians of thefe parts in general are accurate hit 
temans* They are univerfally leainedy in legard there is 
no kingdom in Europe where they have not (chools and 
academies where all languages and fciences are tauglit. 
He ploughmen in the field fpeak Litin and Greek, 
which thou knoweft are now grown obfolete, and no 
where to be learned but in books* The mechanics are 
philofophets ; and every man fets up for an hiftorian, or 
an antiquary* It was not fo in fprmer tunes, when the 
ecckfiaftics had engrofled all manner of leainiug to them* 
felves, except foaie few of the nobility and gcntiy, who 
had the advantage of patnmonial hbianes, and Icifuie to 
apply themfelves to ftudy $ for then it was difficult to 
purchafe books, there being but few, and for thofe they 
were obliged to the labour of the fenbe. Hence it camp 
to pafs, that only fuch as had plenty of money, and a 
ftronginchnation to knowledge, monopolized the choiceft 
manufciipts into their hands, and bequeathed them as a 
legacy to their offspring* But fince the invenoon of 
pnnting, books are infinitely multiplied, giown cheap 
and common ; and thofe luftories and fciences, which be* 
foie were ffi^t up in the Latin, Gicek, or fome of the 
Oriental languages, are now tranllgted into the vulgar 
fpeech of every nation, whereby the lowed foit of peo- 
ple, who can but Vead, have the privilege o lerome 
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knowifl^ 98 their fuperiors, and the flavc may vie for 
learning with hia fovereign. This makes the Nazarenea 
upbraid the true faithful with ignorance and barharifm, 
becaufe printing is not fufFered throughout the mulTui- 
mad empire. They confider not the bad confequenccB 
of this a 2 t» as well as the good, and that the liberty of 
the preffi has filled the world wkh errors and lies. Be- 
Tides, they are Grangers to the education of the muiTul- 
mans, who are generally taught the Arabic and Perfiafl 
tongues from their childhood ; in which two languages 
how many famous hiftories have been written ! There iff 
no point of ufeful wifdom which is not comprifed in the^ 
writings of the eaftern fages; and as for unprofitable' 
treatifea and pamphlets with which the Europeans ubound^ 
they arc fuperfluous and burdeufome, bringing a double 
lofs both to writer and reader, while they rob them of 
their liii.e and money, and commit a rape on their under.* 
^landings. Add to tlys, the fatal effefts which this de* 
praved indulgence of printing has jproduced in Chriften- 
dom. What fac alleges, maihicres, rebdHons^lftid impie- 
ties, ha\c overflowed moil parts of theq||Kt in thisiicen-. 
tious age; what hatred among ChiiiAans; what fcdi- 
tions amo ig fubjcdls, diverfities in religion, contempts of 
all la\vs, btJth divine, natural, and thole of nations. 
I’he vices, at which former times would have bluihed, 
nay, at the vety naming of which our fathers would have 
ftarted, as at a prodigy, arc in thefe days committed 
openly, without ihame^ without contradidlioh ; whilit 
there are authors who dare .publicly affert the caufe of 
impiety, and patronize all manner of profanations. 

But thou, who liaft the honour to gua^d the incor- 
ruptible feat of juflioe and virtue, the bright throne of 
the^Ofman enpeiors, who are the fhadowa '6f God on 
earth, hai'^ made fiicU a choice of boohs as commends thr 
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wifdom, and the fiacerity of thy morals. Thou wilt not 
fulFer thy imagination to be tainted with thofe enchant- 
ing ideas of e\i], which are drawn by the pens of fome 
elegant writers : All that thou feekeft in books is to in- 
form thy underftanding, reftify thy judgment, and in- 
flame thy affedions with the love of virtue. ^To this end 
ferve the divine precepts of our holy dodlors, and other 
learned fages ; the writings of philofophers, and the ex- 
amples of renowned heroes. From thefe thou gathered 
ibrength to pradife the four maternal virtues, and all the 
good qualities that fpring from thofe roots. 

Go on, and incrcafe in the graces and accornplifliments 
which fhall render thee worthy to be made the fubjedl of 
a particular hiftory ; while the old fhall recommend, and 
the young fhall covet nothing more paflionately than to 
read the life of Caffim Hali janizar-aga. 

Mahmut falutes thee with a kifs of affedlion. Reve- 
rence thyfclf, and all men will honour thee. So taught 
Fytliagoras. 

Farts, X7th the 8th Moon, of the Year 1646. 


XT . — To the fame. 

1 HAD forgot to perform in my other letter what thou 
commanded me \ yet knowing the edeem thou had for 
women of virtue and rare endowments, and with what 
plcafurc thou rcaded their dories, I fhould never fend any 
difpatch to thee wherein there is not a relation of fomc 
heroine. I will be more diligent hereafter to obferve the 
difpofition of my fuperiors, and will endeavour to pro- 
cure a collcftion of the Uves and cl^araders of all the fa- 
^noiis women that have been recorded in hidory* In<he 
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mean while, hear what the French fay of Chriftlna Queen 
of Swcdeland, of whom thou rcquireit a dcfcription. 

She is tlic only daughter of Gudavus Adolphus, the 
mod vi^orious prince that ever governed that nation, 
and one of the mod fuccefsfiil warnors in the world. As 
his whole life was led in the lidd, fo there he received 
an honourable death, being ilain in the battle of Lutzen ; 
fomc fay, by the treachery of Duke Albert, who had 
in appearance deferted the emperor, and ofiWed hiinfelf 
a volunteer to Gudavus Adolphus. 1 formerly mention- 
ed this duke, and that he was killed by a Swedifh lady. 
If the fuf^icion of the Swedes be well grounded, and 
that Duke Albert was really guilty of the murder of 
Gudavus, it may be this was. the motive which brought 
thofc Amazons into the field to revenge the death of 
their prince. But it is impoflible to be alTurcd of the 
ti uth among fo many different opinions. 1 

When the French f^eak of Gudavus Adolphus, they 
cannot red lain tlieir words on this fide a panegyric. They 
fay he was a prince above all praife. It is certain, his 
very enemies admired lus inimitable' courage and match- 
lefs foitiiiic. 1 have fent thee the true effigies of his 
face, wherein thou wile fee a mod agreeable mixture of 
majedy and benig?iit 3 ’, creating refpc6t and love at the 
iame time in the beholders. He Was fo familiar with 
eveiy one, as* if he had forgot himfelf, as well as he was 
a dranger to pride. He was a great dudent in his youth, 
and made himfelf madcr of Latin, French, and Italian ; 
being alfo perfe^dly fidlkd in ancient and modem hifio- 
rles. He had a wonderful faculty in difeovering im- 
podors ; a dexterous wit in time of danger and difficultyt ' 
being ready at coun^el,^and fwift in execution, and as 
cuii]i,ning at a dratagein as he was bold at am onfet. Ht 
was liberal to his officers, and to all Itien of merit ; but 
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a fevcre puni/hcrof difordcr*: in Ij/Scirrr.y; and that which 
crowned all the reft of his vi/lucs, his piety to God was 
lingular and worthy of remark. The French relate a 
memorable faying of this king, when he was once in liia 
camp before WciLen, lie had been foh'tary in the ca- 
binet of bis pavilion fome hours together, »^nd none of 
his attendants durft interrupt him ; till at lenglli a fa- 
vourite of liis, havinjr fonic importiint matter to tell liim, 
came foftly to the door, and looking in, beJ)cld the king 
very de\’Outly on his knees at praycis. Fearing to moled 
him in that facred cxercife, lie was about to wn'thdraw his 
head, when the king fpied him, and bid him^omc in, 
faying unto him, “ Thou wondered to fee me in this 
pofiure, lince I have fo many thoiifands of fnbjcdls to 
pray for me. But 1 tell thee, that no man has more 
need to pray for himfelf, than he, who being to render an 
account of his aAions to none but Gcd, is for that rca^ 
foil more clofcly affaultcd by the ^levil, than all other 
men beCde.” 

Guflavus was born in the year at ivh-wh tiire 
they fay, a comet was feen in the form of a fword, wdt!’ 
its point direfted toward Gcimany, whirh the aflrologcrs 
of thofe times interpreted as a prefage of lliat king’s 
i>varL*ke genius, and of his future conquefts in tlic em- 
pire. He came to the government before he had feen 
full feventcen winters, and w as cut off in the eight-and- 
thirtieth year of his age. 

It is faid, that a few days before his death, when his 
foldien received him with infinite acclamations, and all 
the marks of an unufual and intemperate joy, he feemed 
to be troubled at it, faying, That he took that excef- 
iive demonftration of his foldiers •lov^, for an omen of 
f&.iie approaching difailer I and that he was affurrdGod 
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would, by taking him away, teach them, that there is 
no confidence to be rcpjfed in any mortal. 

After the death of Oufiavus, the ftates of the king- 
dom afTembling, proclaimed Chriftina queen, and during 
her minority committed her to the tutelage of five prin- 
cipal oificcKS of the kingdom, who alfo took on them 
the whole care of the commonwealth. 

She is perfeA in feven languages, well verfed in an* 
cient and modern philofophy, and a complete hillorian* 
In fine, fhe has acquired the title of the moil learned 
piincefs of her time% ^ 

She iseof a graceful and majeftic afpedt, has a piercing 
eye, wears part of her hair loofe about her temples, and 
flowing i^own in curls to her flioulders ; the relt braided 
up behind in form of a wreath. Thus is flie reprefented 
by her pidurc, which I have fecn iti a gallery of Car* 
dinai Mazarini’s palace, who profefles a great vcncratioiji 
for this queen. Ccidd I have purchafed her portraiture, 
as I did her father’s, 1 would have lent it thee ; but all 
the pencils in Paris arc liardly fulficient fuj^ply the 
clofits rrd galkries of the nobles with this admired fi- 
She is Ijerome the idol of inc I'Vonch. 

Many great matches have been offered her, but Ihe re- 
^ tufes all, citlier for reafon of Rate, or diilike of the 
perfons, or an averfion Ihe has for a married life ; or 
through oppofition of her nobles, who feem to covet to 
be governed by a mai<!cn queen. Soon after her fathei’s 
rkath, the King of Denmark attempted to make her his 
wife ; but bis addfefii W'as, abruptly rejected. 

No bcitei encouragement did the King of Poland 
lately meet with, who twice folicited the ^me thing for 
himfclf, and was aas »oftcn repulied. But this, it is 
thought, proceeded from fome poliric reafons, he befflg 
defecr.ded of Sigifmund, a former abdicated king of 
^ ' r ? , 
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Sweden ; all whofe pofterity arc for ever excluded from 
enjoying the Swedifh crown by a law. 

Tbc Englifh alfo gloried in a virgin queen the laft 
age } her name was Elizabeth^ whom thou can (I not but 
have heard of. She was the daughter of Henry VIIL 
king of that nation. She was a princefs of an extraor- 
dinary genius^ remarkable for her wit and learning. It 
was one of her /ubjeds, who the lirft of all mortals fail- 
ed round the globe ; and by his fortunate fetvice, flic 
vanquiflied*thc reputed invincible Armada of Spain. She 
governed her kingdom with fuch exquifite conduct, as 
made the greateft potentates revere her wifddin. It is 
to her bounty the United Provinces owe the rife of their 
prcfciit grandeur and riches ; when they addivflcd this 
potent queen in form of humble fuppllants, intitling 
thcmfelves, The Poor Dillrefled States.’^ But now 
they are high and mighty, p’lflilng for an equality with 
fovercign princes. •’ 

I cannot coinprifc in a letter all that may be faid of 
this great queen. Befides, hiilorians vary in her cha- 
ra£fcer. Thofe that fpeak mod Impartially, fay, that flie 
had extraordinary virtues, yet was not free from great 
Tices. We muft not expcdl in any mortal a temper ex- 
empt from the common malcdidtlon, much Icfs in that 
fex, whofe natural weaknefs claims our indulgence and 
excufe. It is admirable to fee or hear of a female, whofe 
aAive foul can difengage itfelf from the common frail- 
ties of women, and perform things fcarce below the 
power of mafculine virtue. 

If thou thinkeft my letter too tedious, accufe thyfelf 
for commandiig me to write of perfons whofe uncom- 
mon gifts aud tranfeendent virtues* the mod accurate 
Ivorians can but render in epitome, and the mod dur- 
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able records of fame will injure, in not being capable to 
tranfmit thd||||to eternity. 

We oughraot to contemn the excellencies of the Na-« 
aarenes, who, though Ihey are unhappy in not ^know- 
ing the Alcoran, yet they have a law engraven on their 
hearts, which, if they obferve, they fhall be in the mim* 
ber of the bleiTed. 

I am no ftranger to thy moderation and juftice, being 
fully fatisfied that thou honoureft virtue, even in the moft 
prejudifed enemy o£ our holy profeflion. the furio- 
fos among the xnuflulmana or Chriftians fay their plea- 
furc ; thou and I fhall be conformable to our holy law- 
giver, in believing, that the innocent and good of all re- 
ligions fhall have no rcafon to tremble at the fecond found 
of the trumpet. 

Paris, 17th of the 8th Moon, of the Year 1646. 
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XIL — To the Sflictar Ac a, or Sword-Bearer to the 
Grand Signior* 

The Duke of Orleans is newly returned from the cam- 
paign in Flanders. He feems to be cither tired with the 
fatigues of war, or at leaft to be fatisfied with his ex- 
ploits this fiimmer. 

After the conquefl of Courtray, of which thou haft 
heard in the divan, this prince marched diredUy to Ber- 
gucs, which he took after a iiege of Ax days ; then being 
joined by the Duke of Enguien’s forces, he laydown be- 
fore Mardyke. This town had been in the Spaniards 
pofTcAion ever Ance Iqfi winter ; now it Iftid out to a mi- 
jracle ; but after a ftoiit rcAftance was at laft forceck to 
furrender. There were Aain beforli^ it many of the chief 
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nobility of France. The French entered it on the four- 
arid-twenticth of the laft moon. 

The churches here are hung with moumng, and the 
efcutcheonB of the heroes who loft their lives in the bed 
of honour. The bullets, which know no difference be- 
tween th^ noble and vulgar, feem in this baUle' to have 
been dirc6fed by art or envy, as if the flower of the ar- 
my had been culled out for marks. 

In a letter to Murat Bafla, I gave an account of a 
grievous drought and mortality in ^efe parts. Now 
Heaven Teems to be pacified ; and the angel of death has 
put up his fword. Yet the fcarcity of corn, and other 
necelTaries, continues ftill ; only there is plenty of wine, 
which the poor, who have moft need of it, abft^n from, 
left it fhould enrage their appetites, already fliarpened 
with hunger, whflft they have little or notliing to eat. 

Thou wilt wonder at the diet of thofe miferable 
wretches, whom oppreflion and po^verty has forced to 
feed on frogs and other vermin ; yet they extol it for a 
dainty difh. Both poor and rich reckon it a feaft when 
the) can make an addition of a few mufhrooms, which 
they commonly gather thcmfelvcs This is a vegetable, 
of which the Italian proveib Tays, ** Mufhrooms, wcH 
pickled with Tpices, may do no harm, but can do no 
good/^ 

God, who has commanded us to feparate the clean from 
the imjpure, and has taught us wdiat wc may eat without 
pollution, grant, that wc may not, either through necefii- 
ty, or to indulge our appetites, taftc *o£ any thing which 
has in it the Icaft of the feven malcdidions. 

r 

Pans, i4th of t^e 9th Moon, of the Year 1646 
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XIIL— 70 Abubechir HalI} Merchant tn AhppOm 

7hou telleft me a tragical ftory of one of thy^ariveSf 
that (he is become a fugitives and gone away with tby 
(lave LorenzOs whom I remember to hR e feen at thy 
houfe at Conftanlinople. Either thou wert too unkind to 
them bothi or gaveft them both too much liberty: which- 
foever of thefe ways thou hail exceeded^ thou art in the 
fault. Too great an indulgence, either to a wife or a 
fervai((, makes them prefumptuous ; and too 'great feve- 
1 1ty hardens them to defpair. However, fince it is fo, I ^ 
advifo thee lo comfort thyfelf with this thought, that^ 
thou ait^ rid of two evils. Had they proved faithful| 
they would not have meiited that title ; but now they 
are ntltli^r wouhy of thy grief, nor of thy revenge. 

But if thou art- refolved to purfue them, aik not my 
couTifel or alTiftance in this place, where 1 (honld have as 
mjeh leaion to apprehend danger as they. It is true 1 
know thy (lave ; bntVcre 1 to meet him in the dreets of 
this city, I Ihould be very unwillii^, by difeovering him, 
to be made known myfelf. Belides, thy palBon has made 
thee forget that the Nazarenes would commend liis wit, 
and rejoice in his fortune, who being a (lave to one 
whom they elleem an infidel, has now, by his wife con- 
Muft, purchafed both his liberty and a beautiful mate, 
with no fmall treafute. 

I rather advife thee to apply thyfelf to Jafmir Sgire 
Ruglal, the little allrologer in Aleppo, who perhaps may 
tell thee fome news of them. There is not a ftar in the 
eighth fphere can fiir without his being privy to it ; and 
he pretends to behold in tbtir motions whatever is done 
on earth. o 

^ But to be ferious, thy (lave was an ungrateful fellqpr 
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thus to abufe all tliy favours. Thou hadft made him in 
a manner matter of all thyriches, only referving tliy 
wives to thyfelf ; and if the defire of liberty tempted 
him to cfcape, he ought in juttice to have facriiiced his 
lutt to the regards he owed thee. But every flave is not 
a Jofeph. Lorenzo’s villany puts me in mind of the con- 
tinence of an Italian marquis. 

This young lord fell in love with a diichefs of Angular 
beauty, but knew not how to make her fenfible of it. At 
length fortune favoured him with an opportunity teyond 
his expectation. One evening, as he returned from hawk- 
ing, he patted through the Acids of that duchefs, bor- 
dering on the palace. The duke her hulbaittl and flie 
were walking together as the young loi*d came by. The 
duke feeing his train, and what game they had been at, 
alkcd him fume queftions concerning their fport, and be- 
ing of an hofpitable difpoAtion, invited him into his 
palace to take a collation. Nothing could be more a- 
greeable to the young lover. He accepted the offer ; 
and here commenced an acquaintance which made way in 
time for an afiignation between the duchefs and him. 
He was let into the gardens one night, and fo conduced 
privately to her chamber, where (he lay ready in bed to 
receive him. After feme compliments, the duchefs faid, 
** My lord, you are obAged to my hufband for this fat 
vour, who, as foon as you were gone from our houfe, the 
firft time we faw you, gave you fuch commendations as 
made me conceive an immediate paflion for you.”-— Is 
it true, Madam i (replied the young lover, already half 
midrefled), then far be it from me to be fo ungrateful to 
my friendl” With that be put on his garments again, 
and took his^leave. 

^ But it cannot be ezpeCUd that io much virtue (hould 
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be found in a ilave. 1 would not have thee vex thyrdf 
for what cannot be recovered. Adieu. 

Paris, 14th of the 9th Moon, of the Year 1646* 


XIV.— SoLYMAK ih Coufin^ 

I CANNOT approve thy ilngulailtyi in preferibing to thy> 
felf a rule of life different from that wliereio-thou wert 
educated, and from the laudable manners of all true be- 
lievers. Thou hail not done well in deferring the public 
congregadions of the faithful, to follow the fupcrllitions 
of new upftart fe£ls, who, whllft they profefs greater 
purity than orheis, do fecictly undermine the credit of 
our holy law giver, reproach all the muffulmans through- 
out the world, and introduce libertinifin, and a contempt 
of the majefty which cannot behold uncleannefb. i 
Are they wifer thsfli their fathers, who for fo many 
ages have obeyed the facred traditions ? Or will they pre- 
tend to con*eft tin. meffenger of God ? Ho commanded 
Ub to obferve the purifications taught by the angcL— 
Whence do thefe innovatorb derive their new-founded au- 
thority of difpenfing with the pofi live iiijunclions of Hea- 
ven ? Will they enter into the blafphemy of the infidds, 
and fay, the Prophet was a fcducer, and that the Alco- 
ran is but a colledlion of fables ? If they believe the 
pages replenifhcd with truth and rcafoii, why do they 
feck to retrench the divine coiiimandmciiU, and traverfc 
the law traiifported from Heaven ? lb it an argument of 
their piety, that they carve out to thcmfelves %:h a reli- 
gion as fuits witli their licentious fpirits ? ^nd that they 
pick and choofe fucR pfcecptb as indulge them moft in a 
carelefs life ? Is this to be muffulmjrais, that is, rcCgned, 

V 6 
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• when they will not obey the fovereign lawgiver of heaven 
and earthi but upon their own conditions ? Coufin, I 
counfel thee to beware of thefe rchifmatics, who, by 
breaking the union of the true believers, fccretly oppofc 
the eternal unity itfelf, on which our mighty empire is 
founded, and reds. 

I am obliged to the poft, who waits at my door till I 
have iiniflied my difpatchcs ; therefore 1 cannot now an- 
fwer thy letter at large : another time expeft a more am- 
pie cxpoftulation. Meanwhile, I advife thee to return 
to the pradlice from which thou art fallen : Go to the 
aflemblies of thofe who pour out dejrout orifons : keep a 
clean Ikin, and a pure heart, and make not thyftlf a com- 
panion of fwine* 

Parlsi 24ih of the loth Moon, of the Year 


XV . — To ^ASNAUAR Bassy, Cittf Trgafurer to the 
Grand Signior. 

7hx 8 day Paris makes a figure like ancient Rome, when 
that miftrefs of the world honoured her generals with 
public triumphs, at their return from the conquered na- 
tions. The ftreets arc hung with tapeftry, and ftreweef 
with laurels ; the (hops are fhut up ; the young men and 
Tirgins are clothed in their belt array ; they \^k up and 
down In conlbrts, finging the Duke of Enguien^s praife; 
whxlft the old and dccrcpid fit at their doors to fee the 
hero make his entry, and rehearfe the memoirs of their 
former years. With tears of joy they heap blellings on 
the vidlorious youth, as he rides along ; and, throwing 
their age and'crutches by for a v^hil^, they confecratc the 
A:ft of the day to the pubhc jubilee. 
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Wouldft thou know the occaHon of all this joy ? It is 
to welcome this prince home from the fuccefsful toils of 
war ; for, let his courage and condii£t be what it will, if 
he had made a fruitkfs campaign, his entertainment had 
been different : but Fortune has been propitious to him; 
and the happy event of his arms crowns hhn with glory. 

After the departure of the Duke of Orleans from the 
camp, the command of the Whole army devolved on this 
general, whofc fiery genius would not let him reft, till he 
Hhd done fomething worthy of the ebarafter he aimed 
at. 

Ills firft attempt was on a place of no great ftrenglb, 
culled I^rnes, which he took with eafe. Then he march- 
(d to Dunkirk, one of the ftrongeft towns in Europe. 
Therc^was in it at that time agarrifon of five-and-twenty 
hundi foot, and three hundred horlc, commanded by a 
nobleman of great valour; I think they cafl him the 
Marquis dc Leide. This governor did fo many bnave 
things in defence of this place, as even furpafled his own 
fame, and the expe&ations of others, though both were ^ 
very great. Yet, at length, he was forced to yidW^to* 
the courage and fortune of the young duke, and that at 
a time wlicn the other Spanifti generals were coming to 
his relief. The town was furrendered on the 7th of this 
moon ; and the duke, having left the necelTary commands 
to the mrefchals his lieutenants, is come home to receive 
the accrniations of the people, the honour of a public 
triumph, and the particular carefies of the king, and the 
whole couxt. Amidft all this applaufe and glory, he muft 
be content to ftand the ffaock of envy, which always jtn* 
deavours to leflen the reputation of the brave and hew 
roic. • 

As for Mahmtit, *he neither envies nor admires ^the 
fading honours of mortsdity ; knowing, that whe^ a man 
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is on the higheil; pinnacle of human glory, he Hands 
uneafy, nor can he defcend from thence but by a pre- 
cipice. 

Paris 24th of the xoth Moon, of the Year 1646 , 


XVI. — To Ibrahim Hali Cheik, a Mm of the La^. 

If it be a fign of a dounfhiiig flatc when vices are fup- 
prelTedj one would prefage, tliat Paris is in a thrivifig 
condition. The governor of this city has newly publUh- 
fd an edi6l, forbidding aU ilcws and brothcl-boiifes, un- 
der fevere penalties, banifliing all liailots, and fubh uj, by 
the toleration of the government, have hithtrto made d 
profeilion of tvhotedom, getting a livelihood by debauch- 
ing the youth of the city. This appears a great novwlty 
to the French, who in this matter have been pennitt :d 
all along to live in an unlnidlcd licentionfaefs. 'I’ht* lender 
fort exclaim with open mouth againMila inirtai’-Hviblo ri- 
gour (as they call *1), andthofc who are aflinmcd to ap- 
' f>ear public advocates for harlots, yet privately murmur 
agdinit their fuperiors, for rctrcnclung a liberty, without 
wliich, they fay, their lives WvmLl be uncomfortaule. 

They give a very favourable chaiadlerof a whore, call- 
ing her, A certain kind creature, born to mitigate the ■ 
labours and fofteii the cares of human life.'* T^y plead, 
that fuch women arc nccellkry members of a^^mmon- 
wealth ; whilft, with their carclTcs, they rcllrain libidi- 
nous youth from falling into greater enormities : That 
the (late receives no fmall profit from the tribute which 
is levied on thefe houfes of pleafurc ; and that theitfore 
they have been, and arc permitted in all countiios : That 

the Holy Father himfelf tolerates an fnlinitc number of 
o * 

thciU fn Rome, whick ncvcithclcfs has acqinrci the tltl<" 
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of the Holy City : That all the princes in Italy have 
followed his examplei there being no other way to pre- 
vent adulteries, incefis, and the vice which ought not to 
be named : That the ftate regarded not the morality or 
immorality of mens a6tIons, any farther than they tended 
to the public welfare : And, in fine, that fo vail a num- 
ber of priefts, and religious, ferved for no other end but 
to atone by their facrlfices, prayers, alms, and failings, 
for the fins of the people* 

Thefe are the difcourfes of fuch as patronife the 
corruption of government, and are unwilling to be wean- 
ed from a wickedncfs, eilablllhed by immemorial cu- 
ftom in '^he city* But thofe who clierilh an efteem for 
virtue, and an incorrupt life, applaud the wifdom and re- 
folutio^ of the magiilrate, faying, that he deferves a lla- 
tue to be eredled to his memory, who firil had the cou- 
rage to check this popular evil, and introduce an inte- 
grity of manners. 1 

I, who was bred* ill the profeflion of purity, and the 
law which admits no pollution, cannot but acquiefee to 
the fentiinents of the latter; our holy lawgiver having 
exprefsly forbidden ijie pradllce of iincleannefs and for- 
nication with (Irangers, and women that prollitute them- 
« felyes to all lover| ; it being fufficient, that to gratify hu- 
• man paflion, and to fwceten the toils of life, he has 
indulged us the ufe of four wives, and as many other 
females S wc can purchafe, either by the fword or mo- 
ney. 

Adieu, fage Cheik ; and, if 1 have interrupted thy 
more impoitant lludles with fo trivial a fubjedl, believe, 
that it is for want of a proper occafion to fignify to thee 
how much thou art in my thoughts ; an^ that I would 
not have our friendfiiip die through too long filence# ^ 

Parie, a4th of the zoth Moon, of the tear 1646. 



LEXTERS WRITTEN BY 


Vol. III. 


136 


XVII . — To MustaphAi Bqffa of SUiflrla* 

T'he fortune of war has ravl/hed Afac from the Grand 
Signior, but has not robbed thee of the glory thou ac- 
quiredft three years ago in the conqueft of that city, nor 
fullied thy prefent arms with any marks of difgrace, that 
were of late fo vigcroufly employed to relieve it. Had 
the Mufoovltes performed the lame part, when thou didft 
encircle that nclt of pirates ^^Ith the Ottoman forces, as 
they have now done, the CoHacks would not then fo 
tamely have abandoned their native feat, and left the 
charaAers of their defpalr imprinted in the ruins of their 
habitations. The prote£tioii of that potent ‘crown has 
given them new vigour ; and it is to the valoi’r of thofc 
northern favages tliey owe the liberty they now enjoy, to 
fit by their own fires. 

The Mufcovltcs are a fierce and: warlike nation, Inur* 
ed to hardfhips from the womb. The midvn'vcs plunge 
the new bom Infants in cold water f and if they outlive 
not that trial, the mother thinks her child not worth a 
tear. The women have no partial tendernefles for their 
babes, but cheriHi all for the fcarice of their country ; 
they teach them when young, to roll in fnow, and bathe 
themfelves in ice dxflblved to water ; tjjfcy make them fa- 
miliar with the extremities of heat and cold, hunger, 
thirft and labour, that when they come of age, and can 
bear arms, they may go boldly to the wars, and bravely 
throw their lives away to ferve the public good. In this 
they feem to revive the wifdom of the ancient Spartans, 
who gloried in nothing fo much as in educating their 
youth hardy, and free from the effeminate foftnelTes of 
other natxonst* They efteemed infancy and youth the 
fnring-time of good manners, when Virtue is in the blof- 
fom; If that be nii^ped or IJaftcd, the fruit mud prove 
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abortive and unprolitable ; therefore they took care to 
feafoD their early years v/itli wholefomc Initruftions, and 
mafeuhne extreifes. 

Who among the warlike Ofmans docs not laugh at 
the unmanly education of the Perfian Sophia, who being 
for fo many, years confined to the company and difei- 
pline of females, feem fitter to be made overfeers of a 
nurfery, than to afeend a throne. 

But thou wilt fay, I lake large leaps from^ the north 
of Europe to one of the moft fouthern tradis in Afia. I 
was dlfcourfing of the Mufeovites, and the afiiftance they 
afforded t^e Coffacks in recovering Afac ; I paffed from 
thence to the manner of their education ; Permit me now 
to divert thee with fomething peculiar and uncommon, in 
the chaf^dler of the Ruffian women. I am acquainted 
with a gentleman in this city, who has travelled through 
all that part of Europe, and refidcd feme years at Mof- 
cow. He fays, the ^iifhan wives think themfelves not 
beloved by their hufbands, unlcfa they heat them every 
day. They take his corrtftion as a mark of his favour 
and eilceni. If thefe hlly females are angry or peevifh, 
he has no other way to court them into a better humour, 
but by ftrlpes. This is the only convincing argument of 
his fovercignty over them, the demonftration of his man<> 
hood, the charm which fattens both their love and obe- 
dience. 

He highly applauds the abfolute refignation which the 
people fliow to their great duke, in that they pretend not 
to poflefs their eftates and .lives, but through his favour, 
and^ during his pleafare. He fays, the fuedMipn of the 
Czars, or great dukes of Ruflia, was in former times de- 
termined after this manner: A great ftonc was placed in 
a krge field belonging to the city Mofeow ; Wheff 
any Czar died, his fons, or the next of kin, were conduct- 
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cd into this fidd, and placed all at an equal diftance from 
the (tone ; then, at a certain iignal given, they all ran to- 
gether toward it ; and he that firft reached it, fo as to 
Hand on the top of it, was eftablifhed in the throne. 

The reverence which thefe people pay to their prince, 
may in part be afcrlbed to his feldom appearing in per- 
fon to them, and then furrounded with his boyars or no- 
bles, in the mofl magnificent equipage that can be fup- 
pofed proper to firike a terror and awe into his fubjefts, 
and caufc them to. honour him as little lefs than a god. 
The eyes of the vulgar arc dazzled with fo many fplen- 
doura of fdver, gold and jewels ; and wheq the great 
duke makes his folemn appearance, or cavalcade, they are 
almoU ready to think, that heaven has defeended to 
earth, to do them the honour of a viAt. Thefe are the 
arts of RufGau policy, by which fuch an infinite number 
of people are charmed into an obedience to the fovereign. 
Doubllefo the majelly of a king j-eceives no fmall liiilrc 
fiom external orOfinieiit^, the multitude being captivated 
with whatfoever is gay and glittering. Yet our gWious 
Sultans fcorn to borrow advantage from, or owe their 
grandeur to any thing but tlieir exalted blood, and fu- 
bhme, innate virtues. 

But every nation have their peculiar cufioms, and <K- 
ftin^t reafons of ft ate. The couftitution of all govern- 
ments is not alike. The model of Lacedemonian policy 
would fuit ill with Athens* 

Thou whofc education was in the royal Seraglio of the 
Ofman emperors, that halt been inltruded to imitate the 
bee, whichsfucks honey from every flower ; thou^that 
knowefl how to make a choice of good examples, and to 
rejedi: the ill ; practice the valour of on^natioii, the pru- 
Mence of another, |he frugality of a third ; fo (lialt thou 
be confummate in virtue, and acquit thyfelf a good general. 

Paris, 15th of the nth Moon, of the Year i64<*. 
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XVIII . — To SoLYMAN, Kyzla^ Aga, Chief of the 
Blach Eunuchs* 

Jam juft now returned to my chamber, from the palace 
of the king. As I pafied along the ftreets, I faw in every 
face the figoatutes of a profound forrow, which feems to 
have diffufed itfelf over their whole bodies ; for both the 
court and city have put on mourning for the death of 
Henry Bourbon, late prince of Conde. - 

He was not full lixty years of age, when he left this 
viflble world to be new-born in a region utterly unknown 
to mortak» The French, not without reafon, lament the 
lofs of a man, who, to fpeak the leaft of him, buoyed up 
the domcfllc intercfl of this kingdom, which feemed o- 
therwife^inclining to totter* He was the balance which 
poifed the different pafiioiis of the court and city, by his 
prudence and juflicc calming both into a peaceable meda* 
ocrity. • 

He was born fome moons after his father’s death, 
wliom the mofl execrable method of murdering would not 
fuffer to fpln out thofe years which nature would have in« 
dulged him, being fnatched away by poifon. 

Henry IV. fo long as he remained without iffue, fixed 
|}is eyes on tins pofthnmous young prince, and gave kirn 
an education fuitablc to one whom fate had defigned to 
be the heir of the crown. Yet afterwards jealoufy cool- 
ed his affeftion, wIkii the prince had married Cliarlotte » 
the duke of Montmorency’s daughter, whom Henry IV* 
loved to a degree of paffiori. 

It is dangerous to have a fovereign prince one’s rival 
in love* That matph had well nigh ruin^l tlie young 
prince of Conde. He •was forced to fly into Holland 
with his princefs, and make that prp^vince the fandfiiar^ 
€>f her honour. From thence he travelled through Ger« 
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many^ and returned not to France till after the murder 
of Henry IV. 

During the minority of Lewis XIIL he headed the 
fedionsy aife^ling to become popular. Were it not for 
this ambition, his life had been without blemifli, and he 
might have blown out Diogenes’s mid-day • candle : but 
no man is free from hiult. All the difference between 
the virtuous and vicious confifts in this, that one commits 
fewer crimes than the other, and thofe not by intention 
•r habit, but through the infuperable proclivity of na- 
ture. Every man has his genial vices, his conftitutional 
errors ; and, though he may appear a faint inc all things 
clfe, yet in thefe he will Hill be a finner. 

He fuffered five years imprlfonment in the Baflile, 
which is a place put to the fame ufe as the CailTe of the 
Seven Towers in Conftantinople. The princefs his wife 
was his companion all the time, and fhared in his misfor- 
tunes as wc:11 as his profpenty. t 

During that tedious confinemeiit, he became father of 
a daughter, who was afteiwaids married to the Duke of 
Longueville ; and, when he was fet at liberty, he begot 
the Duke of Enguien, now Prince of Concle, and the 
Prince of Conti. 

The French fpeak well of the departed prince. He 
was of a lively fpirit, cheerful and affable in converfalion, 
mixing daily recreations with his feverer buflnefs, regu- 
larly obferving older in all his affaiis. Yet they fay he 
was covetous, having heaped up great treafures by a par- 
iimony which none of that bloovl had ever before prac- 
tifed. 

On his deatli-bed, he recommended two things to the 
pradlice of his fon, the Duke of F.ngtsicn, Never to re- 
venge a private injury j” and, “ ficcly to hazard his life 
for the public good.” 
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I chofc to tranfmit to thee the news of Mils prince’s 
death, with this brief account of his life, and charaiflcr of 
liis difpolition, in regard thou haft feen him in Ger< 
nirjv.', and 1 remember to ha\e heard thee fpeak in his 
pralfe. 

Continue to love Mahmul, who is never forgetful to 
oblige liin friends. 

Paris, 15 ih of the 1 1th Moon, of tlie Year 1^46. 


XIX.~7(5 the Kaimaciiam. 

The pofts from Catalonia came in laft night laden with' 
ill ne\v§ from the army, wlilch jus been forced to decamp 
from beftirc Lcrida, leaving the gieatcft part of their ar- 
ijileiy to the Spaniards. That pLicc was always fatal to’ 
the French; \et the paliion of the court vents itfelf ^ 
on t!ic Count de ILircourt, bccaufe he could not reverfc 
the docites of cklliriy. All his former meritorious ac- 
tio’13 feem now to be cancelled by this one difgrace, 
though it was unavoidable ; fo peevilh are princes when 
tlhlr expc6lations r.ic ciOfTcd. Some fufpe^l him guilty 
of piivate corrcfpondeiice ; oiLtrs t:,x him with cowar- 
dice. All this is during the he.>t of their refentments : 
ttfe fame perfons, it may be, will change their cenfure, 
when they coniider that he had lain l>efore it feven 
moons, even till the trenches of his camp were filled 
with fnow, and that his foldicrs died of famine or cold ; 
for the wu’nter began to be infupportablc, and the coun 
try was barren of all things heceffary to fdftain fuch an 
army. I cannot fee whenrin this general deferves re- 
proach, unlefs it be a crime to be a man, sftid to have 
the command ot fuch as aie made of flefli and blood as 
well as he. 
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In Italy the French have taken Fiombino and Porto 
Longone. This latter is the mod important town in the 
I(Ie of Elbe, yet was not able to fuftain above nineteen 
days fiege. 

They fay there is a fountain in this ifland vvhofe wa- 
ters flow at the fiin-rifing, but in the e^'en^ng arc dried 
up. The fuperflitlous have odd conceits of this fountain, 
relKliing of the ancient pagan vanities ; but the learned 
att/ibute it to natural caiifes. So the Jews tell of a ri- 
ver in the eaft that ftands flfll on the feventh day of the 
week, 'ftis they adduce as a conflrmatiun of their law, 
which commands them to reft from labours on the fe- 

t 

venth day, bccaufe on that day God retted from forming 
the creatures of the world. They fay alfo, that the fa- 
tyrs and other monfters of the defart flmii the light of 
the fun that day, hiding thcmfelvcs in caverns of the 
earth, and curfing the Sabbath, bccaufe it fiuprifed God 
before he had quite finHhcd their forms ; for which rca- 
foii they are imperfetl and monftroiis to this day. 

The Divine Unity, who is the root of all numbers, 
and has confecrated the number fevcii to many myfterious 
ends, grant, that neither thou nor I may forget the aii- 
fwers we muft give to the fcvcii quellion:, of the porter of 
paradife. 

Paris, ytli of the xith Moon, of the Year 1646. 


XX . — To Bajazet, Bfljffa of Greece. 

It appears to me by evident fymptoms, that there is 
fome deep defign a-foot in this court. The grandees af- 
femble often, and fit late. EYtraprdinary couriers arc 
&nt out, and come in at all hours of the night. Strawge 
reports are induftrioufly fpread about the city. Tuding 
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Is at a Hand, the bankers referved, and little money ftlr- 
ring, which makes the populace iiiurmur. They com- 
plain of the times, as Is ufual in public difeontents : The 
qld difeourage and incenfc the young, by making compa- 
rifons of this age and reign with the happy days of Hen- 
ry the Great. They fill their ears with golden ftorics of 
former times ; and infpiring into them a love of the pall, 
they equally introduce a hatred of the prefent govern- 
ment. Thefe are the common aitifices of fadWon ; and 
though none appears yet under any dillindl name or title, 
yet it is cafy to prognofticate from thefe preludes, that 
ere long tl^ mafic will be taken off, and fedition will fiiow 
herfclf barefaced. 

The other day a fclloi%run crying through the llrects, 
God fav? tlic king, but the devil take the Italian. He 
was followed by a few, and thofc of the moll contempt- 
ible. Yet no officer or magiftrate in this city would < 
caufe him to be apprehended, or attempt to fupprefs the 
mutiny he was raifing. The citizens fmiled at his bold- 
nefs, and money was brought him from unknown hands : 
The women blefled him as a prophet, and the virgins fell 
down before the altars on his belinlf ; the lemplcs were 
crowded with votaiies, or rather with the faiitors of this 
n^cw fedition ; as if they ftrove to draw their gods into 
the cabal, and would make heaven itfclf abett their tu- 
mults. His train increafed as he meafured the llreets ; 
till at length he was feized by the royal guards, the rab- 
ble difperfed, and all things rellorcd to quiet. That 
night a double watch was kept throughout the city ; the 
fellow was ftrifUy examined, and put to the rack ; yet 
no confeffion could be extorted from him, fave, That 
the public good induced him to take this courfc ; that 
thc^ tyranny and oppreffion which Cafjlinal Mazarini ex* 
ereifed were infupportable ; and that he was ready to fa- 
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crifice Ill's life for the welfare of his country.’’ He iu 
condemned to the galleys during his life ; and great en- 
deavours are ufed to find out the authors of this novelty ; 
for he is looked on but as an iiiilrumciit fet at work by 
fome malcontents of liigher quality, and the forerunner 
of fome more formidable infurredlion# 

Proclamations arc iifued out to forbid all difeourfe of 
ftate matters ; but the peo^de fparc not to whifper their 
fentin^ents. * 

The young king is taken ill, wbicli augmentr. the pul^ 
lie jealoufy : Men {hake their heads, and look dejeded as 
they walk along the itrects. Some menace refuge with 
their furrowed brows, others fpcak openly that the 
kingdom is fold to llrangtrs. ^ A general conUcrnation 
and dii'ordcr has fei/cd all, while their fears proxifpt them 
daily to exped a change. To obviate the mifehiefs 
which thofe popular palTions threaten, foldiers are drawn 
frotn divers parts of the country i»y Ma^arinrs order, 
and by in^cafible companies quartered up and down Pa- 
n's, BctVr'ccn thefe and the citi/ens llicre liappen divers 
quancls ; frequent murders are c c<.ii,riitted ; while the 
jiight, which covers «11 things with dLirkiicfs, ferves to 
iliroud their mutual ouUagcs ^ ilv.iie revenges. Thus 
the public calamilks arc cbeiirncd : Wliat will be the if- 
fuc, time will evince. 

In the mean while, the afTa'is of Geimany and Swede- 
land feem to be in a fair way cf compofure. Divers 
treaties are on foot in order to a general peace in 
Cbriilendom. The ambaffadors and deputies of the fe- 
veral contelling crowns have frequent conferences ; but 
each party Inlllls fo vehemently on circumilantials, that 
nothing but ‘miitlefs demurs cqpelyde their meetings. 
k^Prance has a great ilrokc in all thefe affairs $ and it^i's 
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grown to a proverb, “ That Cardinal Mazariiii carries all 
the courts of Europe in his bofom.” 

The Swedes treat like viclors ; and the Germans, 
though much enfeebled, yet cannot forget the majefty of 
the imperial feeptre. The Danes have an intereft to pro- 
fecute, and the Poles are not without their pretenfions. 
National pride and honour have a great influence on 
thefe Clowns. But the Hollanders, like merchants, aft 
according to the rules of profit : They ftand on-no punc- 
tilios, but fuch as advance their traffic, knowing that 
money is the nerves of war. In this they arc to be 
efteemed wife, their commonwealth being as yet but in her 
nonage, her flrength not knit, nor (lie in a capacity to 
wreftle with her potent neighbours. 

Englaffd finds bufinefs enough at home to employ both 
her money, wit and arms ; nor can fhe be at leifure to 
ittend to foreign tranfaftions. ‘ 

Spain ever follows tlic intereft of the German court, it 
being the unalterable maxim of the Houfe of Auftrja,To 
remain united, and aggrandife itfelf. 

Italy has various iiitcrcfts; and Venice, in particular, 
is in ftrift friendfhip with this court. 

Portugal is ftill upon her guard againft the reftlefs 
Spaniards ; and Don Juan de Braganza makes foreign 
alliances. 

The Supreme Monarch of the vifible and iiivifible 
worlds, who fits on the throne of Adamant, under the 
covert of the eternal tree, grant, that the dillraftiuns of 
thefe infidel princes and ftates may continue till the time 
appointed by fate fhall come,wliercin the faithful Olinans 

fhall poflefs the red apple. • 

• • 

25tli of the ill Moon, of the Vi.ar 1646. 
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XXL — To Pesteli HalI| his Brother* 

I THOUGHT myfelf forgotten by the fon of my mother, 
who has fuffered fo many decades of moons to mcafure 
out the term of his unkind filence, and of my melan- 
choly. It is now three years fince I heard from thee : But 
I ivill not complain of a fault fo ingenuoufly expiated, 
though late. Thou lialt made me ample amends in fend- 
ing me fuch an elaborate and fuccinft hiftory of thy tra- 
vels i in reading of which I know not whether my plea- 
furc or profit is greater. Thou haft fo interw^oven de- 
lightful adventures of thy own, and pleafant loaflages of 
others, wnth curious and folid obfervations, that a man 
improves himfelf infenlibly, whilft the charming language 
and mifcellany ferve as a fpur at once to roufe ^id faften 
bis attention to points of moft ufeful knowledge. 

The Chriftians are apt to defpife the true believers, as 
a company of ignorant people, unacquainted with the 
world, unpolifhed both in their underftandings and man- 
ners, not verfed in the liberal fciences, nor addified to 
the ftudy of any thing but riches and honour, and how 
to augment the mulTuIman empire. They confider not 
at the fame time, that God has made us rational crea- 
tures as well as them, has endued us with the fame natu- 
ral faculties, and that iirall nations he lias infpired fome 
with a thirft of knowledge, fumifliing them alfo with 
the abilities and means to attain it. They confider not, 
that if printing be prohibited among us, it is to ftipprefs 
ihc multitude of unprofitable- books, with which Europe 
too much aboundb; and that in their ftead we have many 
thoufands o£* induftrious feribes, whofe wdlolc employ- 
^ment is to tranflate the moft excellent and learned trea- 
tlfes of tlic ancienvs ; and that confequcntly, a ftudibus 
Mahometan cannot be dcftitutc of fuch books as may in- 
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ilrudl him in true philofopliyy found morals, and hlftory 
of the mofl memorable tranfa6l!ons in the world. Af- 
fiiredly, our Arabia may boaft of her Avicens, Mefues, 
Avcirocs, Halls, and Albumazars, and that (he has 
brought forth many others who need not, in any point 
of human or divine learning, yield the palm to the mod 
eminent do&ors, philofophers, orators, and poets among 
the Chridians. 

Add to this the equal benefit fome of our belief reap 
by travelling into foreign countries, which crowns all 
their dudies with experimental knowledge and wifdom ; 
rendering them as familiar with the different natures of 
men, and the various conditutions of government, as be- 
fore they were with books. 

This appears evident in thy letter, which is repleniflt- 
ed with fo many folid remarks, and fage comments on 
the laws and cuftoms of the regions through which thoji 
had paffed, their religions, drength, and riches, and 
'ivhatlbevcr elfe was worthy a traveller's notice, that 
were this narrative publidied in Chridendom, the Naza« 
rents would foibear to fpcak fo contemptibly' of the true 
believers. 

But they flatter tlicmfclvcs with a falfe notion, that 
the Ottonrans never travel beyond the limits of their own 
empire, except the public Chiaufes, who arc fent by the 
Grand SIgnior. They arc ignorant that the augud 
Poicc maintains private agents in all nations, and that 
there is hardly any prince's court in Chridendom with-* 
out a muffulman in i: one time or other. It is true, we 
'ippear not in the garb peculiar to the Ead. Our milfion 
requires a conformity to the fafhions of the people wher^ 
we refide. But we wil] retain the interior vedment of 
Mahometan purity, being in a double fenfe circumcifed? 
Thus v;c become maftcis of the Chridians ftcrets, whild 
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they jccount us ftiipld, jjnomnl, aud men void of com- 
mon fvrip'c. 

licfidcs, liad we not tin's advantage ni tlicfe wcHcrn 
yet the iiniveifal privilege of travelling and main- 
taii’iing fieo cormerce overall the caft, miift needs af- 
ioid gi eat opportunities of accomplifliment. to fome, a- 
jnong iho caiavans of fo many thoufands as vllit Perfia, 
India, China, Taitary, and all places where the faith of 
the miffioner of God is ptofLfl'cd. 

I am extremely pkafed with thy fortunate cfcapes 
fiom robbers on the road, whofe malice rarely extends 
farther than to deprive a man of thofc outvvjard goods, 
which, if he be wife, he will not call his own. Much 
inoie am I delighted with tliy deliverance from thofc fe- 
male thieves, who fleal from men their hearts tind rca- 
fon, which lall is our nobleft, and only proper inherit- 
ance. All Perfia and the Indies abound with coiirtcfans; 
and he had need of Ofmin’s chastity who would wilh- 
itand fo many and llrong temptations. 

Thou needed not wonder at the clfcminacy of tlic 
prefent Mogul, who fuffcis himfelf and Ids Hate to be 
governed by women. That fubtle and afpirlng fex have 
always fought to undermine or over-reach our race. 
They keep bcliind the fccncs, yet aft their paits in a}l 
the tragedies and revolutions of the world. Tlie fa- 
ther of the prefent Indian King made an abfolutc refig- 
natioii of his fovereignty to his queen for four.and-twcii- 
ty hours. This prince, by a 11 range affc^Iation, called 
himfelf, King of the world. His wife w as the daughter 
of an Arabian captain, w lio had ferved him in the wars ; 
but having forfeited his liead by fome notorious treafon, 
his daughter went and threw herfelf at the Mogul's feet 
to beg his life. Hf' fell palfionately in love with her (•for 
(he had not her equal for beauty in all the Ead), granted 
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her petition, and married her. Afterwards fhc got fuch 
' an ernpiie o\cr him, tliat he would do nothing without 
her advice and confcnt. At her iniligation he made war 
or peace ; and to pleafe her cruel humour, he put out 
the eyes of his cldeft fon. But not fatisficd with thefe 
difeoveries of his love, and rcfolvlng to make hcrfelf 
famous by fome extraordinary aclion, flie never ccafed 
foliciting the king, with all the arts of female policy, 
till Ihc had prevailed on him to furrender upr his autho* 
rity toiler for the fpace of a day ; in which time (hav- 
ing prepared all things beforehand ready for her pur- 
pofe) (hewcaufed two milhons of rupees, in filvcr and 
gold, to be coined and damped with the twelve figns of 
the Zodiac, contrary to the fundamental laws of the em- 
pire, the exprefs prohibition of our holy Prophet, and 
the uriiverfal prafticc of the miifTulmans throughout the 
world, who admit not the reprefentations of any crea- 
tures that have life. •This relation I had from my uncle 
Ufeph, who refided in tlie Indian court eleven years. He 
added, moreover, that during this fhort female reign, (he 
cut the Ik ads of feven grandees, the mod zealous for 
the muffulmpn faith among all the Indian piinccs, and 
edablifiicd ai many Idolater^ in their places ; and that, if 
her orders had bLcn fully executed, ihe had quite chan- 
ged the government, eoureerateJ the mod beautiful 
mofqiics to the u-nice of idols, exterminated the true 
fa-tlifiil, and itltured tlic ancient abominations of the 
iiilidels, w hir!i thou wilt not think iinpradlicable, when 
thou coiliJcred that the ^lamber of the uiieiicumcifed 
!Ti the Indies far exceeds that of the muffiilmans, there 
being ten thoufand of ihofc to an hundred of fuch as 
profefb the unity of lift; di\kie nature. But however, 
there was loyalty found even among thofe Pagans ; ancl 
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they would not fiifFcr a blind zeal for the woifliip of their 
gods, to fupplant the duty they owed their king. 

The defcriptlon thou haft made of Candahar, and the 
method thou haft projcd^cd to take that impregnable city, 
difeover at once tliy conduft and diligence. In procuring 
liberty to furvey fo narrowly the moft important place of 
the Indies, and thy ftcill in fortifientions, with the quick- 
nefs of thy invention, which has fuggefted to thee that 
wliich all the engineers of Afia have never fo much as 
dreamt of. This is tlie right life of travelling, when a 
man returns from foreign nations cultivated with experi- 
mental knowledge, and ftocked with improvements that 
may render him fcrviccablc to his country. 

Thou condemneft the iajufticc and avarice of^the In- 
dian Moguls, who, as foon as any of the Omrahs or great 
men die, caufc all his eftate and goods to be feized to 
their own proper ufe ; whereby it comes to pafs, that the 
widow and children of the deceafed are reduced to the 
lowed condition of poverty, being many times forced to 
beg for a fubfiftence. It ib true, thiy is an oppreflion 
not to be juftifiod, efpccially in tliofe who profefs to 
believe in one God, creator of all things, the incorrupt 
judge of the univerfe. But what thinkeft thou then of 
our Sultans, who not having patience to wait till a na- 
tural death fhall make them heiis to the wealth of a 
bafla, generally fecure their title, and haften their pof- 
fcilion by a bow-ftring? Tliefc are royal violencco, though 
the refignation of fubje6ls mull not tax them with any 
crime, who are accountable to none but God. 

It was however a notable piece of raillciy, ivlth which 
*the widow of i rich merchant reproved this iinreafonablc 
cuitom in the prefent Mogul : H^r hulband was an ido- 
later, who had heaped together an infinite treafure hy 
trading and ufury, and when he died, left her wovh two 
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hundred thoufand rupees. Her fon, fome years after, 
-cOming of age, demanded of her a ftock to fet up with 
as a merchant ; which (he, either out of avarice, or for 
other ends, refufed him ; furnilhing him only with fuch 
fmall fums as ferved to nouriih his difeontent, and tempt 
him to a leiyd, carelefs life. But at length, not being 
able to prevail on his mother to part with fo much as 
would anfwer his expedations, he complained to the 
Mogul, difcloling alfo what eltalc his father had left. 
The Mogul being informed of fo much riches, fent for 
the young man’s mother, and commanded her to fend 
him half Jier money, ordering, that the other half ihould 
be divided between herfelf and her fon. The widow, 
not being at all furprifed or caft down at this unjuft pro- 
pofal, ^ade the Mogul this (hort reply : ** O king, may 
the gods make thee happy ! My fon has fome reafon to 
require his iliare of his father’s eftate, having his bl^od 
running in his veins ^ but I defire to know what relation 
thou art to my hulband or me, that thou claimeft a fliare 
in his inheritance.” The prince, abafhed at fo fmart and 
bold an addrefs, commanded her to give half her eftate 
to her fon, and fo difmiiTed her. 

I have heard fome of our Chiaufes praife the magnifi- 
cence of the Mogul’s court, the infinite number of his 
attendants ; but above all, they extol the inimitable gran- 
deur of his throne, which is adorned with fo many to- 
pazes, rubies, emeralds, pearls, and diamonds, as amount 
to thirty millions of rupees. But were it not much bet- 
ter, if, inftead of all this necdlefs glory, he could boaft, 
that his empire is founded in the hearts of his fubjeds i 
He docs not confider, that fuch prodigious heaps of en« 
vied treafure arc but# fo many glittering fnarcs, golden 
ftianacles, which ferve for no other ufe but to chaiiwMm 
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up from that freedom, and thofe more innocent delights, 
that the meaneft of his fubje^^s enjoy. 

Thou haft, I perceive, difcourfed with the Indian Bra- 
mins ; Doft not thou difcovet, even in tliefe idolaters, a 
contempt of riches ? What mean thoughts have they of 
the fplendour and gaieties of the court i What a low 
efteem of the long and proud feries of titles with which 
the Moguls endeavour to exalt themfelves ? Whilft they 
are called the lights of the world, and companions of 
the fun, thefe poor philofophers know, that in a little 
time they (hall be laid in darknefs, and have no bet- 
ter fociety than that of worms. What fignifies their pe- 
digree, or, that the prefent Mogul is but the tenth de- 
feendant from the mighty Tamerlane, who made all Alla 
tremble, if he has loft the virtue of his glorious ai:ceftor i 
It is that alone makes all men truly noble. 

Thou telleft me, that the empire of the Mogul af- 
fords him more revenues than the dominions of any two 
the moft potent monarchs on earth. I have heard as 
much from others, which convinces me, that thou haft 
informed thyfelf rightly of the prefent ftatc of the In- 
dies. But doft thou therefore eiteem this monarch the 
richer i Confider t]ie vaft extent of his dominions, which 
are faid to contain more than llx hundred leagues in 
length, and thou wilt find, that to maintain fo great a 
track of ground, botli againft his frrclgn and doindlic 
enemies, lie is obliged to keep in conibiit pay loine mil- 
lions of his fubjed^a and ftrangers ; for he is in the midil 
of enemies, even among his own fubjefts. There aie 
above an hundred fovcrcigiis in his empire, who perpe- 
tually by turns moleft his govei ninent, refufing to pay 
tribute, and raifiiig armies againft «liim ; whereby it comes 
M pafs, that he is ar an infinite cxpence to defend hiift- 
felf, and carrv on thole endlefs wars ; thou th'vfdf h.av- 
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iDg obfcn’cJ, that once ni two moons there is an indif-^ 
p 2 iriable ncccffity of paying thefe prodigious armies, not 
a foldicr throughout his empire having any thing to live 
on, fdve the wages he icceivcs of the king. 

Coniidvr alfo, tliut thia monarch always keeps forae 
thoufands of the Hncil hoifcb in the woild near his per- 
fon, fuch as cod liim thoufands of rupees a-piecc, be* 
tides a thoufaiid elcpiiaiUr, with an incredible number of 
mules, camels, a'ld ether beads of burden, ^o carry his 
wives, his goods, and proviiions, when he trikes the field ; 
that whole cities, even large as Couilantinoplc, are 
obliged to^follow the king^s camp for iubfilleuce, their 
livelihood altogether depeiuling on the army. Add to 
this, the immenfe chaiges ef his feraglio, Jiis caftles and 
lea-porutowns, with all the other ncceffary cxpences of 
tiiC Hate, and thou wilt conclude, that when this poten- 
tM comcb to call up iiib accounts, he will find himfelf a 
poor mail. ^ 

Bill I fhali cloy thee with a rdxearfal of fuch things as 
thou caiiit not be a dranger to. 

Only tell me, whether one of the raias or princes fub- 
jeft to the Mogul, be the real defceiidant of Porus, the 
a:icicnt king of India, in the time of Alexander the 
Great ? 1 have been told by feveral travellers, that there 
is fuch an one, that his name is Rana, and that an hun* 
dred of the idolatrous princes pay homage to him, as to 
their natural fovereign. 

Thou confirmed tlic truth of what has been fo often 
reported in thefe parts, that the pi ince of Java has fix 
fingers on each hand, and as many toes on his feet. 

But that feems very drange which thou related^ of a * 
certain language among the Indians, wUith is not vul- 
gftrlv fpoken ; but that all their books of theology, and 
puadccls of thc^ laws, tiie records ol their nation, and 
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the treatifcs of human arts and fciences, are written In 
it ; and that this language is taught in their fchools, coU 
legesi and academies, even as Latin is among the Chrif- 
tians. 1 cannot enough admire at this ; for where and 
when was this language fpoken ? How came it to be dif- 
ufed ? There feems to be a myftery in it, that none of 
their Bramins can give any other account of this, favc, 
that it 1$ the language wherein God gave to the firft 
creature he made the four books of the law, which, ac- 
cording to their chronology, was above thirty millions of 
years ago. I tell thee, my dear brother, this new s has 
ilartcd fome odd notions in mv mind ; for when I con- 

' I 

iider, that this language, as thou fayed, has nothing in 
It common with the Indian that is now fpoken, nor with 
any other language of Afia, or of the world, tand yet 
that it is a copious and regular language, learned by 
grammar, like the other maternal languages, and that, 
in this obfolctc language, books are written, wherein it 
is aiferted, that the world is fo many millions of years 
old ; I could almoll turn Pythagorean, and believe the 
ivorld to be within a minute of eternal. And where 
would be the abfuidity ? fince God had equally the fume 
infinite power, wifdom and goodiicfs, from all eternity, 
as he had five or fix thoufand years ago. Wliat fiiould 
hinder him then from exerting thele di\iiie attributes 
fooner? What flrould retard him from drawing forth this 
glorious fabric earlier from the womb of nothing ? Suffer 
thy imagination to dart backwards as far as thou canll, 
even to millions of ages, and yet thou cand not con- 
ceive a time wherein this fair unmeafurable expanfe was 
not ftsetclied out ; as if nature herfelf had engraven on 
our intclleds this record of the world’s untraceable anli- 
<yuty, in that our ftrongeft, fw’iftcft thoughts, arc fw 
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too weak and flow to follow time back to its endleb 
origin. 

The revolution in China furpafles the common changes 
in kingdoms and empires ; there is fomething excclTively 
tragical in the cataftrophe of that royal houfe. 

Brother, in beholding that, thou hall feen human na« 
ture in a trance ; and thou art fo thyfelf, if after this, 
thou canft be fond of any thing on earth. Travellci, 
adieu. _ 

Pari*j, 25 th of the ift Moon, of the Year 1647. 


XXII . — To Ans, 

SsvfiitAL difpatches have been lately fent between this 
court and that of Swedeland, containing rather matter 
of compliment than any thing of great importance. 
Queen Chrlflina has been very ill, which has occaiioned 
letters of condolence from the Queen-regent of France. 

Thofe which come from that part fay, that General 
Torftenfun U made a count, and the dignity entailed to 
his pollcrity, in rccoinpcncc of his eminent fer vices to the 
Swedifti crown. 

Thcfc lelteis add, t]\at there have pafled feme high 
woids between Monlieur Chanut and the Swedifli fecrc- 
tary of Hate ; and that the latter, in going out of the 
chamber, where they difeourfed, laid his hand upon his 
fword, with thefc words, “ Monfieur Chanut, were it 
not for the fence which the law of nations has railed a- 
bout your perfon, I would anfwcr you in another lan- 
guage.'* To which Monfieur Chanut replied, “ That 
he w'Ore a fword to defend himfelf and hS private honour, 
88 well as any Swede in the kingdojn.** • 

The occalion of this quarrel was, ihr great refort of 
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Roman Catholic ftrangers to Moniicur Chanut’s chapel, 
which gave difguft to the Swedes, who allow not fhe 
exercife of the Roman religion within their territories. 
They caftiate all the priefts of that communion whom 
they find, and profccute the laity with rigorous penal- 
ties. But Monficur Chanut pleaded the law of nations ; 
and when the fecrctary told him, that the queen per- 
mitted him and his family the liberty of their religion, 
but defired him not to admit any other pcrfoiis of what 
nation foever, tliis minifter replied, That lie could not 
receive as a favour, or permiflion from her majdly, the 
liberty of exerching his rJigion, fince he liLldJt only of 
his inaficr, the King of France, who had fent him tlii- 
tlier, and that lie would not fhut the door of his chapel 
againfl any that would come in ; that their law,»ivhich, 
according to tlieir own calcule, was made about two 
ilioiifand ycais afur the foundation of their efiate, could 
not abrogate the law of nations, which is eternal ; that 
this perpetual law ga\c p'liUciihr privileges to certain 
perfons, and efpccjally to the minillcrs of foreign princes ; 
that their new law, fuch as it was, being only made to 
maintain the public worfliip, refpefted not what was 
done in the houfe of a foreign minifter, by a fpecial pri- 
vilege, it being of uo confcqaencc to the ftate, whether, 
fuch foieigners fer^ jd God or not, or whether they wor- 
Ihlppid him Ml a u'^Kt or wior.gway; that no Swede 
came to hi3 cl apcl, but only foroc iMciich, wlio wtre fo- 
joumers in t>’c land ; rliitf'icy did not ufe the Swcdirti 
an balT'dois fo in Frn.icc, who admitted whom they 
pleafcd into tlieii cbapels ; tliat the houfe where he now 
dwelt, was tliL houh of li.c Kiim**of Fiance, and tliat 
therefore ne could not by confeqiKnce refufe any Catho- 
lics an entrance into /t, efpccially fuch as were born fiiB- 
jefts of Ids npftcr ; and. in fin*', that it was veiv rjdc 
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oblige him to be the executioner of this fevere law, in 
requiring him to (hut his doors upon his countrymen, a- 
gaind the common laws of hofpitality, the honour of a 
public mluifler, and the plcafure of the king his fove- 
reign.” 

To this .the fccretary made fomething too tart a reply ; 
whereupon words incrcafiiig between them, and the 
French ambaffador being refolute to'Jaffext his piivilcge, 
the fecretary broke out into a paflion, as I have before 
mentioned, laying his hand upon his fword, as he wsts 
leaving the room. 

The ^wedes are naturally a luggcd, fmly people, as 
are all the Northern Europeaiis. I'hcy are (Irangcis to 
civility, and the gentle addrefs of the I’rencli. Yet the 
queenf when flic heard of this paflage, was angry with 
her miniiter, and excufed his rudenefs to Monlicur Cha- 
nut ; telling him. That the fccrctary was a faithful. Icr- 
vant, but had beei^ educated among the bears of the 
foreft. 

This puts me in mind of a ilory, which the French 
tell of another ambafl'ador, whom Eewis XIII. fent to 
the court of Spain. The Spaniards are «>f a haughty 
temper, ex'peding more than ordinary fubmiflions from 
^ thofc who approach the king’s prcfencc. This ambaf* 
fador, on the fame ground, was required to do fomc 
homage, which would not ronfitt wdth the inftrudlions of 
•Ills mailer, and llicrefore 1 c refufed to comply. The 
King of Sp.iln, thinking to p"t him out of countenance, 
laid aloud, “ Wliat ! has the King of France no other 
men in his court, that he fends to me fuch a fool as 
this ?” To which the ambaffador replied, “ My mafler 
has many wifer men than myfelf about him ; but to fuch 
rf king, fiicli an ambaflador.” i, • 

Thou wilt not pcihapj approve fuch raillery as tlus to 
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crowned headsi who ought to be treated with reverence 
and gravity ; yet, I believe, thou wilt condemn the 
cruelty of a Duke of Mufeovy, who caufed the hat of a 
French ambalfadoi to be nailed to his head, for fitting 
covered before him. This is contrary to the genius of 
the Eaft, who abhor to fee a man barLhcaded.. 

But every nation liuh its mode ; and I, according to 
the fafhion of mycouiitiy, kifs t lie border of thy \cft, 
in token of my fubmilfion and rtfpeft. 

Faris, ^ih of the id Moon, of the Year 16*! 7. 



XXIII. — To /iiv Mu FT I, Mqjl VeiXerahU and *xoithy of 
all Iljhour, 


Thf critics, who fpend their time, and manifift their 
wit, in dcfciinting on the court and the grandees, find 
perpetual matter of difcouifc conceyiing Cardinal Ma* 
zarini. His daily a£lions furnifli them with new themes, 
and fometinies they rehcarfc the old. TJity coni]}arc 
him with his predccefibr Richlieu, and w^ith Cardinal 
Ximenes, a Spanifh miniiler. They term thefe three, 
the Trinity of Chriftian Statefmen ; thus diflinguifhing 
their pcrfonal charadlers : Richlieu, they fay, w as craf- ^ 
ty, covetous, and revengeful ; Ximenes was politic, fe- 
verc, and valiant ; Muzarini is w'ife, merciful, and li- 
beral. 

The firft made good his charaAcr, they fay, in heap- 
ing up fucli prodigious treafurcs ; in raifing all thofe of 
his family or dependence, to the highcll honours ; in oc* 
cafioniog the voluntary baniihment of the queen-mother ; 
in ruining whomfoever he fufpe^ed ; and, finally, in 
miking himfelf To mj^ch the mafter of all ficrets, that 
the king, however difgullcd and averfe from him, yet 
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could neither fit fafe on his throne w !thout him, when 
living, nor venture the management of the public to any 
of his creatures, wllen dead. Thus fpcak they of that 
great minifier. 

As to Cardinal Ximenes, they fay, he difeovered the 
qualities which they afcribe to him, in the method he 
took to raife himfelf to that envied greatnefs, which was, 
by feeming to fiiun the honours at which he fccretl) aim* 
cd. For being a devoted dervife, or religious friar, he 
appeared to be the mod mortified man of the whoie or* 
der ; which being taken notice of, he was made provin« 
eial ; figm which dignity, he made but one dtp more 
to the purple ; and growing eminent for his abilities, he 
was made fird miniflcr in the court of Spain. 

Hip levied fixtecn thoufand men at liis own cofi, in- 
vaded Barbary, ftormed their ftronged cities, and reduced 
the whole kingdom of Tripoli and Algiers to his maftcr’s 
obedience. • 

Whild he was at the head of his army, one day there 
happened a mutiny among liis foldiers. A certain felhiW, 
running up and down bccwccn the ranks, and exciting 
them to choofe a new general, faying, It was a fliame 
to ferve a poor-fpiriud fiiar the cardinal perceiving 
this, depped to the fellow, and with one blow fuvtred 
his htad from his body. This druck fuch a terror into 
all, that from tliat time there was not the lead tumult 
or difordcr in hla army. 

They fay lie was in the end poifoned by eating of a 
fifh, of which a friend of his received intimation on the 
road, as he was riding to the place where the cardinal 
was at dimer. But he came too late t^ prevent the et 
fe£ls of the poifon f for though the cardinal was but 
Jlid rlfen from the tabic, yet he bigan to void blood %y 
his ears, and the extremities of his fingers, and in a few 
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days drew his lalt breath. He was tall^ and well limb- 
ed ; his two foreteeth of the upper jaw grew fo far ou't 
of his mouth, that he was called the £ccleiiafl:ical Ele- 
phant ; the futures of his fkull were fo clufcly indent- 
ed, that there was no more room for tranfpiration of the 
groffer vapours, than through the moll folid part of the 
bone. On this account he was ever troubled with the 
headache, contrary to Cardinal Richheu, who never felt 
any pain In that part, beeaufe he had two little boles in 
his crown, through which the fumes exhaled. 

Thefe arc the remarks w!):\h are made on Cardinal 
Ximencs. As to Mazai ini, they fay, he furpaffes both 
thefe milliners in tlie cxqinTitc moderation of his temper; 
and comes (hort c>f neither, in the contrivance or fuccefs 
of affairs, being folid in his counfels, fccret and fw !5t in 
their execution. He has this alfo peculiar in his con- 
dud, that none are more fure of his favour than thofe 
who have done him injiiiies. He ii*, magnific in liis ex- 
pences, building palaces that may vie with the moft ce- 
lebrated ftrudurcs of the ancient Romans; a curious 
colledor of choice paintings and fculpturcs, furnifliing 
the houfes with iitcnfils of cedar, ebony, filver, gold, and 
other ornaments, befitting the palace of a king ; libeial 
beyond the cxptdation o*' his triends and fervants, yet 
not to profufenefs ; he has a wonderful fagacity in dif- 
covering cheats and impoftors, and no lefs dexterity in 
difeerning men of merit, though never fo much obfeured 
by misfortune. 

N(>t long ago he catched a gentleman in a crime, which 
expofed him to the laughter uid contempt of the whole 
couit. but nuc to rardinal’s hatred. He had been 

■i 

rcc(»aii.KTj\d io is •niiii.r* i ‘ y ■ lady of the couit, for 
w^LOin he had a ; ou which account he had 
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free accefs to the cardinal’s prefence, hnd would always 
mix with his retinue. 

But his curious patron had obferved fomething in his 
carriage, which gave him ground of miftrufr ; for he 
would always place himfelf as near as he could to a cer- 
tain table in the chamber where the cardinal gives au- 
dience. There is a drawer under this table, which com- 
monly ftands half open, it being the place where all pe- 
titioners throw in their bribes or prefents, it not being 
feemly for a prince of the church to take money himfelf. 
The cardinal obferved| that this fpaik always had his eye 
glancing <^n that drawer, as if he coveted what was there 
contained ; however, he took no notice, but gave him all 
the opportunities imaginable to do Ms pleafure ; yet itill 
one aefldent or other hindered the gentleman from exe- 
cuting his defign, which was to borrow fome of the gold 
that lay in that drawer. At length it happened, that 
the cardinal having* appointed fome curious pageants to 
be made in honour of the king’s birth^day, he with feve- 
ral of the courlieis, flood looking out of the windows to 
fee thefe triumphant fhows pafs by. The gentleman, 
taking tliis opportunity, whilll he thought all eyes were 
intent on the gaieties without, (lips to the table, and 
Jlakcs out of the drawer a bag of gold, putting it up in 
his pocket, and retiring to the window again. He ima- 
gined that nobody hud feen him, and therefore hugged 
himfelf in the thoughts of his booty. When the fhow 
was over, ai'.d ll.c company withdrew from the window, 
after a while they all took their leave and departed, and 
among the reft this gentleman-thicf was going out. But 
the cardinal defircd him to tai ry, in th^t he had {om9- 
thing to fay to him. • The gentleman. Hung with the 
^ guilt of what he had done, fell aHrembling, and was 
ready to drop down at the cardinal’s feet ; but he bid 
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him be of good* comfort, faying thus to him, ** My 
friend, what thou haft done Is not hid from me ; If thou 
haft not gold enough, I will double thy fum.” There- 
with he ga?e him another bag of equal vdue, faying 
withal, ** Go thy way, and fee my face no more ; I par- 
don, but cannot truft thee.’* 

Wouldft thou know by what means the cardinal dif- 
covered this theft ? He always wears on his finger a ring, 
In which is fet a jewel of Ineftimable value ; it being a 
natural mirror, and difcovering all things that are done 
in the room, though behind a man’s back. It vras on 
this ftone the cardinal caft his eye, when the gentleman 
thought he was looking out of the window ; therein he 
beheld him go to tha table, take out the money, and put 
it in his pocket. Thou feeft how curious this mhnfter is 
to ftock himfclf with ufeful rarities. 

May that great chancellor of heaven, the angel who 
beholds in the divine eiTence, as In.a mirror, whatfoever 
is done on earth, and records all human a&Ions in the 
book of judgment, never difeern any thing in Mahmut 
which may render him worthy to be excluded the pre- 
fence of God. 

Paris, sath of the id Moon, of the Year 1647. 


XXIV.— Danecmar Kesrou, KaJilefquer of Ro* 
mania, 

I'hou that art principal among the judges of high dig- 
nity, the lUuftrious ornament of three empires, the ftrong 
fupport of equity, who preferveft reafoii, and correAeft 
vice, I congiatulatc thy deferved'^ honour, and In doing 
^o, I wi(h incrcafe uf joy to all the faithful Ofmans. 

The knowledge which thou baft acquired In the law 
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of nations, and in the moft perfeA fanf^ions of our au* 
gull monarchy, has made thee famous through the feveii 
precincts of the earth ; and has veiled thee with the robe 
of fublime fionour, the gift of the lieutenant of God. 

I made choice of this occafion at once to perform my 
duty, and to acquaint thee with a national villany, fuch a 
violation of the public faith of a kingdom as it will be 
difficult to parallel. 

The civil wars of England arc known throughout the 
'world ; and thou art no ftranger to the particular intelli- 
gences I have fent to the Sublime Porte concerning that 
nation. ^ 

•Since that time, the rebels have by degrees gained 
ground of their unhappy king, chafing him from one 
placet© another j till at length finding, that neither by 
arm's nor treaties, he could reduce them to any terms of 
reconciliation, and being befieged in one of his cities, 
which was not in a Condition to hold out long, this un- 
fortunate monarch was forced to difguife bimfelf, and 
efcape by night, wandering through unfrequented ways, 
and enduring much hardfhip. He at length threw him- 
felf upon the faith of the Scots, who had folcmnly en- 
gaged themfelves upon oath to defend him againft ^1 liis 
^enemies whatfoever. 

The Scottifti army was then in England, being hired 
to ailifl the rebels ; whence fome take occafion tu ac- 
cufc this prince of rafiincls, and too much credulit) , in 
feeking protedion from thofe who firll began the rebel- 
lion, and who had frained the records of Scotland with 
the blood of many of their kings. But innocency is . 
void of fufpicion, and therefore, becaufg his own inten- 
tions weie iincere, he knew not how to be jealous of o- 
thers. « 

Howe\tr, the Soots at firfl feemed to ad the parts of 
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loyal men; and when they were threatened by the Eng- 
liih rebels, and their pay was Hopped, with declarations 
alfo iffued out againil their proceedings, they continued 
to afTert the juitice of their deportment, in receiving and de- 
fending their injured king who had fled to them for fuccour. 

They detained him thus from the 4th of the 5th moon 
of the year 1646, to the 30th day of the ift moon of 
this prefent year ; at which time, having agreed with 
the Englifh parliament for the fum of four hundred thou- 
fand fequins, as the price of their fovereign, they deliver- 
ed him up to the Englifli commilfioners, deputed by the 
rebels for that purpofe. 

The French ambaflador was at that time in the Scottifli 
army, who having been a witnefs of their deteftabl^ per- 
jury, took his leave ; and being attended with a g|6Srd of 
light horfe to the fea-port, at parting he pulled out a 
piece of Englifh money, valued at half a-cruwn, and afk- 
ing the captain of the guards into^how many pieces of 
coined filvcr that half-crown might be divided ; he an- 
fwered, into thirty : ** Foi fo much (replied die ambaf- 
fador) did Judas betray his mafter.” 

Thou wilt better comprehend the force of this repar- 
tee, when thou confidercft, that, according to the Chrif- 
tians belief, this Judas was a flave of Jel'us, the fun of* 
Mary, and that for thirty pieces of filver, he betrayed 
that prophet to the Jews. 

But thefe infidels have found out ways to elude all 
engagements and promifes : They couch their oaths in 
words more ambiguous than the oracles of Delphos, as 
if they thought not only to circumvent men by their 
cqjivocAtioni, Jmt alfo to deceive him who formed tlie 
tongue and the ear, even God, w’Ko is perfeft in know- 
ledge. • 

Such a ftory I have read of one Hatto, a German 
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bi(liop> wliofe peijury is recorded. This prelate had a 
coufin who was accufed of treafon againft the emperor ; 
on which account he was clofely beiiegcd by the Impe- 
lial forccsi in a caftle feated on the top of an impregnable 
rock ; fo that the emperor, defpairing to take him by 
force, had withdrawn his army, when this bifhop came 
to him, and for a fum of money promifed to betray his 
kinfman into the emperor’s hands. 

The bargain being concluded, the bifliop went to vifit 
-his coiiiin at the caRlc, perfuading him to go and humble 
himfelf to the emperor, and he would engage to procure 
his pardon^; binding himfelf with a folemn oath, that if 
he would rely on him, as he carried him fafe out of the 
callle, fo he would bring him back alive and fafe again. 

Hindlinfman, deluded with thefe fair pretences, and fe- 
cured by the fandion of an oath, trufts himfelf to 'the 
conduct and fidelity of the prelate. 

When they liad r^de about half a league from the 
callle, the bilhop, pretending he had forgot fome papers 
of moment, which he had left behind him in his cham- 
ber, they returned back to the cafllc ; and when they 
had found the papers, they ftt iorward again toward the 
('tnpcior’s camp. Being arrived tlieie, the impious 
wretch delivered his kinfman to the emperor, who con- 
demned him to die. He fending for the bilhop, re- 
proaches him with the violation of his oath ; but the 
perfidious bifliop fought to acquit himfelf, by faying, 
** He had performed his promife, in carrying him back 
fafe to the callle, when he returned to feck his papers.” 
Thus was his kinfman betrayed by a quibble, and loll his 
head ; the bilhop acquiring, for that impious deed, the 
odious title of Hat to Ahe Traitor ) andf the Germans 
je]R)rt, that he was afterwards canned away by devils* 
and thrown alive into the hollow of mount JSxnd . ; a 
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voice being heard at the fame inflant in the air» faying. 

This is the reward of perjury.” 

The Nazarenes believe this flaming mountain to be 
one of the mouths of hell : The fame opinion they have 
of Strombolo and Vefuvius. I am not curious to pry 
into the truth of fo coftly a fecret, but leave the expert* 
ment to the forefworn, treacherous Scots, who, by this 
barbarous adlion, deferve to follow the fate of Hatto. 

Much greater was the integrity and viitue of the an* 
dent Romans, whom tliefe infidels number among the 
damned. They efteemed nothing more facred than the 
public faith, building temples to its honour, and ftamp- 
iiig their money with the figure of two hands joined to- 
gether, having this motto, the faith of the romans. 
But the Scots fliow themrclvcs to be of Lyfimder^^^^ mind, 
who ufed to fay, “ Children mull be ciicumvented with 
good words, and men with oaths.” 

This monarch is now led in triumph, like a captive, 
by his rebellious fubjeds, who have confined him to one 
of his country palaces, fuffering none of his friends or 
faithful fervants to come near him, but in all things en- 
deavouring to render his rcftraint infupportablc. 

Thou who art accurate in interpreting the laws of jiif- 
ticc, wilt condemn thefe infidels of horrid treafon, yet 
canft not acquit the muflulmans. who have often depofed 
our mod auguft emperors. 

1 divide my intelligence among the minifteios of the* 
Sublime Porte, and the other grandees of the ilate ; 
praying God to guard the fultan from fecret machina- 
tions and open enemies, and to grant, that an excefs of 
good nature may not betray him to fuch misfortunes as 
have befallen this im^)rifoned monarch. 

' Paris, aift of the 3'lMoon, of the Year 1647. 
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XXV. •^Tq Rag el Hamet, Antiquary to the Sultan. 

nr Ht8 city* 18 peftered with an Innumerable multitude of 
batSf and a kind of ferpents^ which they call lizards or 
newts. They breed in the walls of their houfest and mo- 
left the inhabitants night and day> fwarming more tlian 
ordinary every ninth year. 

The Parifians give an odd reafon for tiiis plague : 
They fay, that in former ages a certain magician had un- 
dertaken to free this city from all venomous creatures ; 
and that accordingly he had made feveral images of thofc 
animals, annexing to them enchantments, and hiding them 
in obfeure places under the earth ; promifing alfo, that 
fo Icmj^as thofe images remained untouched, Paris (hould 
not be molefted with any hurtful thing. This fucceeded 
according to his words ; till at a certain time, as they 
were digging up th^foundations of an old teftiple, the 
workmen found feveral brazen images, fome reprefentlng 
a bat, fome a lizard. They making fmall account of 
thofc magical reliques, fold them to the next brazier for 
a piece of money, who, being ignorant alfo of the hid- 
den force of thefe images, melted them down for his own 
ufe ; and ever lince that time the city has been over- run 
with bats and lizards. 

I relate this to thee, in regard I have often heard thee 
^peak of the ancient ftatues that were in the Atmidam at 
Conftantinople, and in other parts of the city ; particu- 
larly of that pillar which had three brazen ferpents wind- 
ing about it, which, when Mahomet the Great beheld, 
the conqueror ftruck one of them with a battle-axe, and 
fmote off the lower jaw ; upon wnich a multitude o^ 
fet^ents inf'efted the city, but were fenn exterminated, in 
regard the fultan, being warned by the citizens, forbore 
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to do any farther injury to thofe Iibagcs, which were the 
guardians of the city. 

The annals of the muflulman empire make mention of 
ihefe ftatuesy as alfo of a horfe of brafs, and & bull of the 
lame metal ; the one ereded as a charm agaiafl: the 
peftilence ; the other as an oraculous fign, that the ene« 
mies of the Grecian monarchy fliould in that place be re- 
pulfed and driven out of the city. Yet it proved other- 
wife; for the vidlorious muffulmans, againft whom the 
enchantments of the infidels could not prevail^ entered 
the market-place, where this image flood, and drove from 
thence the timorous Grecians, cutting in pieces all that 
made refiltance, and rendering themfelves lords of Con- 
flantinople, at that time the richefi city in the world. 

The Romans were extremely addided to the&e faper- 
ftitious vanities, believing the fafety of their city and em- 
pire confifted in the prefervation of the Palladium, aa|, 
image which they thought fell dovrji from Jupiter, and 
was traufported from Troy to Italy by iEneas ; being 
afterwards repofited hi the Temple of Vefta, but burnt 
in that dreadful conflagration which happened in the 
reign of Nero. 

They had in no lefs veneration tlie buckler, which 
they were taught dropped down from heaven into the 
hands of Numa Pompilius, whereon the fate of Rome 
was engraven in charaders which none could read. Fear- 
ing led this facred fliield might be llolen, they caufed 
eleven others of the fame figure to be made, and all to 
be hung up together in the temple of Mars. 

And, to the end the guardian genius of the city fhould 
not be enticed from them by the enchantments of their 
fen|mie8, the true nakie of the city of Rome was kept fe- 
cret, even from its o;vn inhabitants, infomuch that Vale- 
rius Soranus was put to death for publifhing it tg one of 
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his friends. Many hate gnefli^l at this^ hidden name ; 
fome faying it was Valencia, othens that it was Vdia ; 
a third fort call it Anthufa : but there is no certainty in 
their conjeftures ; for the pagans Were,, abows iU tltiiigSi 
careful to conceal the names of their cities and patron 
gods, knoiYing that thofe fpirits would not fbr&kc theai 
till they were called forth* by their proper names* 

They ofed alfo to chain the images of tl^ir gods to 
the altars, left they (hould depart hom them by ftealtfa. 
Thus the Tyrians, when Alexander beiieged their city, 
imd they underftood from the pricfts, thaft AfnAo the 
guardian of Tyre was difpleafed with them, they faften* 
cd hia image with ftrong fetters of iron. So deah the 
Spartans with the image of Mars. And this was the 
cotimnlh pra(^lice among thofe idolatrous nations. 

As for us, who ImVe received the law clear end int^ 
^igible, and believe in the unity of the divine effence, We 
^iife no charms ourfelges, neither do we fear the magic of 
the uncircumcifcd. All our confidence is in God, and the 
X)rote 6 lton of his prophet : We go boldly to the wars, 
whilft we fight in defence neither of ftatues nor fiftitioiis 
relies, but of the volume replenifhed with truth and 
light, the book brought down from Heaven by an angel. 

Paris, X7th of the 4th Moon, of the Year 1^47, 


XXVI. — To tig VisiEX Axem. 

1 AM now returned from Orleans, whither Iw^nt in 
obedience to thy appointments, and not witfiottf abun- 
dance of pleafure 10 myfclf, it beink th'e^tfmfc' of yeat 
when all things confpircTto make a traveller' 

■JwJy with delight. 

II L 
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Y^t in regard I could not 

aeosnilplifli what I aimed atf nor be in a. capacity to rea-* 
dartbee that fiLtisiaifttOQ thou reqiiireftf either in> buying . 
fte jewclfl,’t)r da jcftablifliing any conrefppndem:^*' Thpre 
who informed thee of the Germans inhabiting that.pty» 
were miftaken in their charadfor^ tliey being only > a to* 
clety or corporation of ftudentSy and nowifo concerned 
in tnd&c or merchandife* < . , 

They told thee right, in laying there are a great num- 
ber of ftrangers in Orleans : I think the imperial city, 
which oontmands the world, cannot boail a greater dhrer- 
fity of languages than are fpoken daily in the ftreets and 
hbuies of Prlean84 There are fome almoil of all na« 
tions refiding in that city. 

Wouldft thou know the real occaficn of this^jivghty 
conflux of foreigners i It is, that they may ftudy that 
whfdt the Na«aiene8.xall the Civil Law, which is there 
profefled as in an academy, erefted for that purpofe by 
Philip the Fair, one of the kings of France. 

> If thpu knoweft not the meaning of the Civil Law, it 
si.axoUedlion of the ancient Roman laws, drawn from a- 
bOve two xhoufand books of their feribes, by the com* 
mandof the Emperor Juftinian, for a ftandard of equity 
in thofe corrupt times, in that univerfal relaxation and 
decline of good government. 

This is l;be attradive, which draws fo many ftrangers 
from all parts of Europe, to that pleafant city, where^ 
befidea the opportunity of improving themfelves in the 
xnpft honourable profeilion among the Nazarenes, next to 
that of the prieithood, they enjoy a pure and ferene hea- 
ven, a fruitful and {lelicious part of tlie eaith, and the 
company of tne m^^ Jt obliging and courteous people in 
all France. 
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It in for this ve)ifoti> the Germans, nmong other aa- 
ttonsi flock to Orieans ; and, through the fiitour of the« 
Fsench kings, have obtniaed a< pnsikge be 3 roind other 
nations} thit fli, to» tac6r|iomte theirifelveainto^a fooiety 
of ftudentB. Neither is thercf any fuch thing as loer* 
chandife kno.wtt siOiong them. i 

If I have imtanfwered thyexpefbtion, fopreme Prince 
of the Bafias, blame not Mahmut, but accufe the Ger* 
mans of Orleans, for not exchanging their ftudies for 
traffic ; or rather blame thofe who prefumed to tell thee 
this far-fetched fable. In flniihing this letter, 1 bow my 
head to the floor of my chamber, and kift the paper 
which (hall have the honour to be touched by thy illu*- 
iliious hands. 

Pan^*fft of the 6th Moon, of the Year 1647. 


XXVII. — Aga c/ the Jani/faries* 

1 iiou hail hcaid of the Aflyiian, Scythian, and Roman 
hejolneb. Thtfe ^vue aU vahant leaders of armies, wo« 
i^en uf honoui and icnown. Now I will inform thee of 
a female, vt Inch France hao brought upon the ftage of 
war. 

According to the oiders which I leceived fiom the 
Vifier Azem, I took a journey to Orleans laft moon ; 
^hcic, on the thud day after my arrival, beholding a Ib- 
lemn piOwLffion in the ihects of that populous city, at* 
tended with fome uncommon ceremonies and rejoicings, 
iny curiofit} prompted me to inquire the occafion of it. 
Tliou mayeil imagine I did not appljS^ myfelf for infor- 
mation to the multitude, «iirho take up things on the com* 
rr* ni\fedit of which docs not iJways deliver th« 




LETtfiRI y^U^p BY Vol/IIL 

troth** i adcfreflcd myftlf to thof^a wlip>^were acquamtcjd 
i^tib tfar records of Ab towA) who told that this 
iUktimIty was ytau^j cWerved on ih^ eighth day of the 
fifth XOODA) in of their deliverance fit^ the Eng- 

Ifih^MirlK) befieged^this cityt and were beaten from before 
St by Jqah d'Atx:» a maid of Lorrain,, ^in the reign of 
Chatles !• This virago Teemed to be the tiftidar angel 
6f Fi’ance ; for to her valour and condu^l: that itjif^i'ch 
owed the recovery of hk kkigdomt almoft Ibft to the 
King of England ; this being the lad place of import- 
ance Which had not tcetived Englifh gartifons. After 
ihe had raifed the fiege» (he puifucd the cj£ihy> gave 
t h em feveml haftlesi defeated them^ took the generajs 
captxve> reduced all the cities to their former obedienGC, 
and never Iheathed her fword till (he &w her mfter fo- 
lemnly crowned at* Rhemes. Yet at length (lie berfotf 
was made a prifoner by the SngSdii and was publicly 
burned for a witch at Rouen. c ^ • 

The inhabitants of Orleans have created brazen lla- 
tues in her honour. They celebrate her praifes, and 
efteem her a woman divinely infpired to fare her country. 
Yet the mote ititel%ent fort fa} , that ihc was iKitli^r 
witch nbr ptophetefs» but only a maid of good wit and 
courages whom fome of the princes of the blood royal 
hadinftrudfed to the part of a roii&onary from Hea- 
ven | that fbf by pretending viltons and rc^eUtiooSs (lie 
m^ht ratfe the courage of the French, now almoft difpi* 
sited by their many loiTes, and whom nothing Icfs than a 
airade coaM perfuade to abide the field againft the vic- 
torious Enghfli. This is certain, that (he diftingulihed the 
& king, though difg^ed like a peafant, and in a crowd of 
people fi She went boldly up to him, and falutcd him by 
his titki the afonifhment of thofe that Hood bv She 
fent a meiTengcr to bring her a iword of antique work- 
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tnarfthip, that by hid fit a tomb in one of thdr fanwaa 
mofi^ucB, (for the Nbzarenet of the Weft bavj the dead 
lA their teniples). This a^'on eatrcMtiy Oi^aiioedi her 
ycputdtiof^jn rcqgnrd none knew of tU» fwpid but die 
king himfcif. She wes therefore locdiea upon a« an exi 
traordinary perCoBf and the peopk eoidd hertfy 'be 1^ 
ftrained from paying her^iWne honoura. 

When they were encamped on a eertain pbln of a vaft 
extentt wheff there ma no water to be fou^t fo that 
the army was ready to periih through tbhftt the kiafe^ 
came to the tent of tlua praphetefat to coofvlt her as an 
oracb in the general diftreiii* She bid kidi be of good 
courage, and follow her* They went out together Cp 
the door of her tent, where, at a little diftanoe, these 
grew^fknot of ftewers. The admbabb maid ftrack h«r 
l^ear iato the ground, amidft the flowers, and isoontf* 
nently there fprung forth a fountain of Vateri. to whidh 
the whole army mpaired to alky their thirft* They fay 
the place is fiiown to this day, with an image of this maid 
{landing in an oratory, clofc by it, a phee (if reSefliment 
and devotion for ttavellerb that pafs over thofe barren 
plains. 

However, whether it were artifice, or that ihc was en« 
dued with fome fupei natural gift, it had a marvdlous in- 
fluence on the foldiers, who began to rcalTume courage, 
and feared nothing under the condufi of luch a general. 

^ It was revenge, without doubt, rather than juftiec, 
that extorted that cruel fcnience (fom the Engliih, which 
put a period to tbe heroic 'I'^ioii'- of this illuftrlous nuud> 
whoft fimc ^Mll live foi < vcr. 

it i rt^oided, that uhi’ft n.c vUb bound fall to the 
t^akc Vith iiiong coids, thvy woul(nJia\e1uadled the Are 
ajr^Ajici btloic Ihc had Ipok^ to thafpeilators; but tbft 
Ihe 1 ddenK ’o il kU, uiid, iiiitching a lance 
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'fitnn W’oftlie fddittB, (Ke ’iXtAi Vhe^^gtiard* before 
htt $ then retuhiing of litnr own to the ftake^ flie 

her laft dyiiftg fptfech, ibretdling maiijr things to 
^«oine» whici) aftttmafHs pYovi^d tvue ) and ha^ng miUlc 
end of fpeakitfg, ihe bid the exccntidner fet fire to 
^the wood, which he did aeeordingly, aftd ibe wai burn- 
ed to albes* ^ 

Certainly etery nation may boaft of fome ftteale war- 
lior, that at one time or other baa done*itmailcabIe fcr- 
Yice to her country : Ahd thou art not a ftranger to the 
'hiftory of the Amazons, Who excluded men from dieir 
lociety, yet became foimidable to all the regbna round 
about them. 

Adieu, brave commander of the muflulman forces, and 
let the memoty of thefe valiant females infpire titef with 
frefh ardours, when the Ottoman empire is in danger. 

Pam, ift of the 6tli Moon, of the Year 1647. 


XXVIIL— To Dcnet Ogloo. 

Thou art the man that muft partlc pate in all nr.y ad- 
ventuica ; and I ihould bv a cliuil, in not lettit'g thee 
fhare with me the plcafure 1 found in a late journey 
Orleans, one of the prefidiary towns of Fi-^nce. It was 
by the order of the Vifier Aren I undertook that journey. 
Somebody had infoimcd him, that this town was full of 
mcrchailt-travellcra of^fcvcral nations, hut tfpccially of 
Germany, who brought the choitcft jewels of the eaft, 
to vend in this place at ordinary fates. That mJn'Pci 
gave me conunandsj^o buy ccitam ftonts viih u Ruc- 
tions to treat of another affiiir, sshtch it r not nfrtfipf \ 
tor thee to know, *'1 accordiiigl} fet out fjn,ii P? I- \h' 
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diinl dftjr «f ibOffifik moon ; owl tlie, (of 

whom thou haft bore^me i ^ 

1 ntti QQ» defcriUn tOK^hee thq thjcopgh which 

wfi pa<&s4 lit esa6Uy utCemhUth th^ 
notifar fiw Pdcrmoi in Sid^* Iliaa^jpai^ )[ have 
foD tQ seittcmUar tlM place of opr captivity^ carryjljjig ^c 
marks of our mafter’s cruel anger yet in our bodieto 
ThoihpUnsi tkouknowefl^ aSby4a veiyagiq^i^blepro^- 
fpeA^ efpeeially at this time of the yWf^^wJhef the ^yar- 
dure bf the trees» mked with the brightnds of the qpxp- 
Bdlds^ and the particoloured meadowy teipp{t^the >^e 
into a co^troveiiy of pleidure, a man nether lUiowipg 
well how to take it off, nor yet where to it, in Aifcb 
an orderly confufipn and medlpy of charming otiieAfp 
^hch is the province between Paris and Orleans, whiph 
has this advantage of thole Sicilian plains, that here, all 
the way one rides, innumerable magnificent and beauti-i 
fui palaces appaab ihooting up their glittering turrets a*- 
bove the lofty groves, which environ thole feats of jilea- 
fure. Indeed this is one of the pureft aits, and the moft 
fertile foil in all the kingdom, which invites the nobles 
and gentr) to lefide here duiing the fummer, and occa- 
lions much travelling on th s road. 

About mid day, \ie came lo a town called Chdftre<«» 
where we ahghlcd to tefieih ouifelvcs. Travellers^ h\ 
thek wtfttin parts are bcttei accommodated with ptovJ'- 
fions than they can be in Aiia, where they muft cairy 
their own bc.di> with them, and drefs tlicxr envn viAuals, 
or lie on the naked floor failing. This makes tlic MjS- 
ratencs call the £aft inhofpttabk. They qonfider not at 
the fame time, that it to the mcenf^s and dehcacy of t[^e 
I lahomttan , which •occafiotis thl^t cufiom. Foi the 
i* Mn pdbple <<ic fearful of defiling themfUves by eat^ij^ 
ii>cat pupil cd jy other hinds than their owm, or thole 
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vt tlicirllMalSk^ jk aifo to lie on a bed «6nunoa io ajl 

tfilt |hef< iofid^ls^ like tke (W^Cf to whom all ineat 
tf'$lre!coinc» And ev^^ditch an atecptablc 6ed Here 
ii| inns s}l^a^Dg tke roads, wbereinto when you enter, 
hoft provides you both bed and a^l ^iheV necefiaries. 
A mhn muft Tenture to fleep on the fame piUow» where 
ttcvhipa ft hlift Wo the night btfote, or Some per- 
fen ii^efied with a worfe difeafr* IV Vft cxansines 
npiie, Ifet^barboiirs alT althe. provided they have money 
10 pay hioiu And as for viauftls, it is the cuftom for all 
ttave&rs to eat together at one comvam ta|^, where 
itgyenl SAch of meat are^ ferved up, and every man is 
free to esc what and how much V flftafrs, paying n ftat- 
ed. price for dinner* ^ ^ 

Thus no foonei were we cmac into our inn at Chafirea, 
but the hod fainting us after the tpannei of the country, 
invited us to fit down af the ordiaaiQr fo they caU 
tbeir puUu: dinner in an inn). We were not fo fciu- 
pu^ous as to refufe his oifer, but followed him into the 
cl amber where; the diunci wa prepared There were 
many guefts at the table and all buiy in fecdiug them- 
fdves. Wc took fuch feats as wt' found vacant, and, 
without much ceicmony, fell to eating. The Jew truft- 
ed to the indulgcnct. of Mofes, and I to that of Mnno- 
met, for eating with the uoctrcutnuTcd, whofe meat is 
fcldotn free fiom the pollutions of blood. We knew,^ 
that neither God nor hk prophets requned us to darve. 

Thtre was plenty ot w nc, and that fo delicious, as 
would have lenipted an hogia to tade it, without the 
mufti's difpcnfation A To asoid fingulaiity, I madt a 
Ihow of eating* ai tl|f ed , but th^* grtated put of n v 
tVpad confi led in b> id iid ^on ^ fauts, WithUiiL^’'l4 ^ 
1 ating juice of the gia^ 
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Cttpidt to render oim tke moft milmble of all j^aen j 
for, juft in the ipidft of our i)^ii^ Freneft 

geiitlema;i ^Ith a, lady in" hif baii^> ;jr^ .fJapff 
fclvcs at 4hc table exadly oppofitc w ' 

evident fymptoms of fome difor^er jn Eliachiqjf^^^Mrb^ 
feexned to read his fate in that fair creatufe^s face, ^yet 
had not power to check his wandering ^cs« or 
them from inevitable wounds. He ha4 
over the ftory of the Egyptian wtvea» wh'o|Q 
miftrefs had invited tp behold Ins beatfty they cut theij^ 
fingers for their meat, whilft gazing on the charging 
youth.; fo/' poor Ellachim was all confufion^ turned tpi^ 
itatue, whilft he looked on this enchanting Goigon. Hi 
had forgot to eat or drink, till I began to roufe him 
fiom his dream. 1 toU him foftly in the caTi tbi9 lady 
was but the younger After of Ixion’s miftrefs* Thi||, 
Virought him to bif* Asnfe again, but could not reftore his 
peace. PrudenSlFIdfigbt him to diflemble the iriolcnt e« 
motion of his foul, and not to ezpole himfelf in fuck A 
company ; but nothing could expel the fatal poiibn firom' 
his breaft. 

When we had fufficlently repofed Qurldves^ «e bid a* 
dieu to the inn, all joining company, and letting forward 
.0 Orleans. On the road, both Eliachim aud l had many 
opportunities of converiing with this young lady, fuch 
familiarity with women being allowed in France. We 
found her wit furpriAng as her beauty, and her mien and 
conduct fuch as gave advantage to them both. In a 
word, Eliachim was loft amidft lb many peifeAions. 

When we came to our inn at n^ht, and wifere in our 
chamber together, he vented bis in thele words •* 

** Mahmut, 1 have pa'h'cd thefe yeaiu hitherto, without 
Any ^bec fentimeats of love, fava thofe which jn gene- 
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ttnau mmmMr VioTtiBi. 

Ifri'l to^'all ;MapiBtie»!>«Qdfome4more^^pa(tkid4«lJ^ 

gBtrdff of friendfliip and Iboe I iawrt^id 

If'eMature, inethiiiiB 0 :iny fricnd^iaAd ^all 'tfaatougkt to 
llte'tooved on earth, is now ctontraSad. into«htr. If is 
not her fnowy ikin or mateUe&xfe^tureft^ m of/ force to 
move me, thougb^tbey are fudhi thyfdf being judge, as 
would have foiled Apelles’s art to imitate I '.but it is a 
luftre which I cannot exp^fs. Surely it was lightning 
from her eyes, thofe.ftir avenues of her brighter 
foul I fubde flame glanced tl^oughr)niy.breaft, and 

iiftb moment fcorched piy reafon up ; the lovely Bafllilk 
Ihot death at every look. Thou faweft how I fat as one 
transformed, fo lifclefs, and without motion w!U I, Vhihl 
gazing on my ruin ; and to this hour, a fatal numbnefs 
^^i^ads through all my veins, as if I had ^uch^,.fome 
dire torpedo.” 

Thus went he raving on, till I interrupted him, w'ith 
laughter and raillery, endeavouring to cure him of this 
'^^Uive*fick humour by ridiculing it. ' him my own 

"experience of this foolJfh pailion, reheat fed my former 
adventures with Daria, and how at length 1 got the vic- 
' toryof this' vain fondnefs by abfence, and the exercife of 
V injr 'region ; but all that I could fay made no impreiTion 
on the ihapid lover ; he grew .but worfe, and fo 1 left 
> him to &eka«pofe from ileep. 

x'We^^ame not'to Orleans till the next day, where we 
'tarried oot Jong, having no other bufinefs as it happen^ 
' cd, )but to fee theTaritfes of the town, and inform our- 
fdves of tliofe^ things it is convenient for travellers to 
* know.' After ilhich vic'.returncd to Paris ; 1, with the 
fame fentimcnts'I h^ at my firll fettiug out from thence, 
.. but it feems the wegid was metamorphofed in poor Kln.- 
' ^chim’s opinion, fo him the trees had now' loft all their 
greennefs ; the flowers, and grafti and com, IgoKcd wl 



BbokB. 




thefed $ the birds fang moinnfeifc notes ; the winds blev 
hosrfei imwelcoino founds; ’Add «fcry» thing in nntttre 
feemed to him to draopt bccaufc Faiante was not there ; 
fd^was thee&ir one called^ as Eliachhn had learned of 
her» whfti we patted from Orleans. 

In this melancholy condition, the poor brain»fick Jew 
has continued ever fince : When his cure will commence, 
1 know not. 

If thou yet retained thy native liberty, and haft not 
^fdcnficed it to unhappy love, Icam by his misfiortuiic to 
watch thy fenfe^, which are the firft traitors to the fouL 
Aditu. 

Pans, lA of the (Tth Moon, of the Tear 1647. 


XXIX.«- To the Captain Bassa. 

X* iiou that hail had tu) education in Arfenals, and hall 
)cd the reft in (hips of wai, wilt be bed able 

to judge of the propufal which a certAin bold fta captain 
nade to Cardinal Ma/arinl not long ago^ 

It being the geiieial difcourfe of this city, with what 
iiiiiiit and Ueiiancc Admiral Morofiiu, wkth about thirty 
men of wai, entered ttie Hellefpoot, and braved the 
Daidantlks , this ofiicer told the cardinal, that if he would 
fuiLifli him vith half at number of fliips^ he would 
engage to dnve. the Sultan out of his feraglio, lay that 
palace in the duft, and beat down the towers of all the 
mofques in Coiiilaniiiioplc, ot lofe his life in the attempt. 
To uLich the Cardinal -lepbed, ** Mbnfieur, I believe 
it 1 , poifibic, if you could fisilh your work, before they 
wc 1 d boatd your men of war with whuqdri^d galleys and 
faiques fall of aimed men.'' ^ ^ 

It 'is faid^ that Cardinal fijcblieu had fucli a projc6 
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hmipniipoUt the IniiUiag •£ prod^ 
^dhpfejMltiS^nfitodd to^ftuck^ ovcr 
lharpfpikes, that (hould rendteitimpeffible for gal* 
ia board .Aeoii '{ K' ^ 

this thoui&ayfeft kficmr^^tbtt fuch an atteifiptis no^ 
thought imprafticable by the Chriftians. I wiih it be not 
put ia effed^ual execution by them^ when the Porte may 
leaft dream of Jt. 

ChriiUna Qimn of Swedehndi has caufed a moil mag- 
nificent Teflel to be built, with defigh to prefent it to 
Cardinal Mazarini. The inner work of the cabin is of 
cedar, curioufiy overlaid with flowers, and other imagery 
of .gold ; the extr^emity of the ftern adorned witli win- 
dows^ ftatues, » t|^e^)vooden work all over- 

laid with the famc^cital; the ropf/of the cabin prefents 
the ftory of Jafon’s exped^pn to get the golden fleece, 
painted by the b^ in Swcdeland f all the fueni- 

ture fpeaks th^ ^ya|l. bounty of h^r that gives it ; the 
cannon are pureft Imfs; tbeD^' of die tackle 

fiieb £4clt tO' wearier the winds and leaves ; from 
vthicb nei|har tjhia*f|iieen's (bvereignty in Sdredeland,. nor 
the cardii^’^ gjwdaur in France couM exempt either 
of them, were thoy expofed to feaw ^ 

nre;;tbnff who* whirper on this occafion, that 
the Queei\ of ^weddand has fome Incfioations to the 
Rofi^, rcligvpn ; that (he has had fevcral eon* 

frjrenccs with Moniiepr Ctianut on that hhjcdit aS' alfo 
with hi||tpri^i thatfher refidentin Portugal has openly 
fmbcaopd thetffaitlv tint without the queen’s private con* 
{ent»^»appbb9tioii. It ii not material to us what re- 
iigmitsb^n^els pn^els, whilft they aflert dodrines re* 
pugfiayilttq^thAidiyifKiUmty, and't^ truth of the fent 
of GfOd* ^1 behold, /at this time» an evident fign of his 
j|ii tbc h««Tea» ; it n tha.picw 9000 juft rifmg from 
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{he lower hemtfphese* At tjio fi(ht of ihis pUfletf die 
meffeoger of htt lOomoiaiuled me lo fall on my faet$» 
and adord the Eiefnal. » ' ' 

*^herefire» praying that her influeneea mky prove pro* 
pitiotts XB theer viribilft thou art oa the ocean, I bid thee 
adieu. 

Parh, *34 of the 6 th Moon,t>^ the Year 1447. ^ 


BOOK HI. 

LETTSR I.— 7& BiORtDiN, Superior of the Convent 
• • ^ Dinijhf at In Natoliam 

Not more welcome arc the rich pei fumes of Arabia to 
a foul almoft through grief and melancholy than 

IS thy lettci* to^Mamut, wherein is contained the certi- 
ficate of thy being yet on this fide the ftate of invifibles. 
Methinks, all nature floutifhes While thou ait alive ; and 
I feel a fpirit within me prompts meioprefage, that thy 
deathi like the fall of kaveb in aatuMn, wiU prove the 
hatbinger of the world’s hft winter. Wh3ft them Ktcft, 
thy prayers and merits fupport ’the* dtodpihg elements, 
which are now almoft ready to fall inta * their prihiittve 
chaos and inaAivity. llxe angel tfthe trumpet, in con- 
templation of thy virtue, delays to found the grand tre- 
mendous blaft, which, at an mftant, fhall puff' out the 
light of fun, moon, and ftars, and blow thebviath out of 
the ooftrOs of all the living genem^ont. That day fhall 
be a day of darknefs, .horror, and tilencf, till the hour 
of tranfmigration comes ; when, a^he fecond blafl, tHe 
firmament (hali rent afundcr, like the opening of enr- 



this Bl'World ihdl fly awfty Kke a fliadow^'^O^ihe 
right htfndand to the left ; Then lhafl nthed foula hang 
ilBifirlfig in the erii|jty fpace betWh^^'farad£fe and hell'; 

throne fhall be plaeed, jndgmcnt fliall be' given ; a^| 
t6 wind up the tnyflerieB lof fate» a new and ^mmoHal 
If^orld fliall at a mohient fpring forth from the womb of 
eternity, and pofTefs the place of the former. 

1 write not this to JtiftruA thee, Venerable Bedredin, 
who art a mine of knowledge, but to fatisfy thee, that 
though I live amongfl infidels, yet I conferve inviolate 
the faith of my fathers, believing the book brought 
down from the eternal archives. Thou feareft that I 
"fliall tarn Chriftian, being atenfed by fome d levity in 
my opinions ; by others of profanenefs and atheifin ; by 
all, of difeovering too favourable an inclinatioR ta the 
Nazarenes. 

Suffer me,‘ O holy prefidcAt of the fervants of Odd, 
to t>ufgc myfelf df thefe falfc impii tatlon y, the produft 
of envy and niMice. Permit me to (ay’s thy facred feet 
a'lAodeft apology for tny faith. 

Let not that defeription of the Chrillians Meffias which 
1 fent thee in my laft letter, create in thee an opinion to 
lAy difadvaAtBge,''nor prevail on thee to think, 1 can e- 
ver fweiwe ff<Mni the profound attach 1 owe to the fent of 
God. I hmidttr Jefus the fon of Mary ; and fo I do ah 
his brethren^the pi-Ophets tnparadife : I'his I am taught 
in the^AtelAali* ^ Where is then my crime ? If I give ^ 
virtue 'its due praifej even in the infidels, am I therefore 
a If I fpeak with reverence and modefty of 

Ghrifiian princes, am not I therefore a muffulman Or, 
does<»t)ie bdok of gloxy teach us arrogance ? Surely my 
traduaem^will Unfii,fewhen they fhaH confider, that olir 
vuguft^ emperors thCTftlvcs^who are fovereigns of all 
tfae kingi on earth), when they vouchfafe to write to 
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princ^Sy dictate their let$enf io a llyle full aSii^ 
teAioa,<ao4 regard : .They give theo^ nu^nificent titles; iit 

the begianlag^ and 4t the coaclullon.thcy-wifli them in- 
jb^iafe of fglicity^ both here and in paradife* > And would 
it become, a, (laye to treat; crowned heads with lefd refpeft 
tbathdoes the Maftcr of the Unlverfe ? If 1 have con- 
traAed frieiidfhip with fame of the Chriftjan dervifes, it 
was to fcrve tlie ends of the Sublime Porte, and perforin 
the rites of gratitude. I thought it no crlm^to receive 
a kindnefs from any man, or to return it, without , exa- 
mining his religion. l3ut perliaps they fufpeft the inti- 
macies 1 had with Cardinal Richlieu,. and Hill have with 
his fucccHbr Mazarini. Red afTured, O holy dervife, 
that my accefs to thefe princes of the Roman church is 
fo {ur from being cilminah that without it 1 never had 
been capable of penetratirg into the counfels of the inti- 
deb, nor of doing any effectual fcrvice to the Grand Slj^ 
nior. The countenance wliich my familiarity with thefe 
two^eat mii^lM'^afrords me, ba^s all along facilitated 
my defigns ; and, whilH under , their umbrage 1 sun ta- 
ken for a zealous Chridian, 1 fecretly lay n {buudntion, 
whereon, in due time, fhali be liitlt» even in the hca^ pf 
Chridendoin, triumphal arches for. the vi^lprious muflu}- 
mans. It is flrange, mcthiuki^, that, softer all this, I 
^ flioiild be fgfpedlcd ! That notwiUij|andii)g I have pa- 
tiently. endured nine years confinefnent t 0 > an obfeure and 
private life ; a melancholy banifhmcut to, a ftiange coun- 
try, yea, to a city fur which 1 have^a natural averfion; 
a city the moft unclean, iK)ify> and vain in thp whole 
earth ; to he fhut up, for iu* fpke pf avoiding difcQverj, 
in a chamber fo narrow, that fufmeion itfalf,» nay, even 
thought, the mother of that littl^ pafSpn, would fweat 
and be (lifled, when once circul^cribed within, 
wm/b'} and; after all this, to be made siprifoner pf 
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M ^ being ^ ^liometan ; ^ tlyit pnnilb- , 

11 ^ &. m^ngr veiopx^z uompve^. uncon;Mpted> and A 
lengt^ (Q be releafc/1, to the adyaptage jof the Ottol^an 
hitm^ and yet to be traditced at boinc» for^ tmitoa^o. 
Godt. his prQpbe1;» ^and my fpyerejgn^ iiaa fiirdy fome- 
thing in h iiiQoniillent. . , , * 

What is then my crime i Or why am 1 thus afperfed ? 
Let n^y flanderers hereafter be filent ; unlefs they wilt 
hy it to my charge, that in fome of my letters 1 liavc 
dif^vered a mind free from fuperdition ; that 1 put a 
high value on reafon, and have no low eftceni for fome 
of the ancient philofophers that^Jts^^^i^vour to guaid 
my fenfe, and will not fuffer it to 1i^''ihuzzle& with the 
iippofitions of ignorance and pr^^dice ; that I do not 
think it a neceflary qualification of a mufTuIman to ^ur- 
fuf; with inexorable hatred all men that difFti from me in 
opinion ; in fine, that in all my converfation, I ftrive to 
comport myfelf as one who aflerts the unity of the Di- . 
vine ciTencCj th^ plurality of his 'prUpH^f the determh 
Hate numb^ of the cled ; and who is refolved and pre- 
paned rather tp die a thouland deaths than voluntarily to 
CQinmit an impiety againft thefe principles, or the inte- 
refts of the Grand Sjgnior, who has a right to command 
all mankind. If thefe be crimes, 1 muft. own myfelf cul- 
pable ; if not^ let my accufers lay their hand upon theiV 
mouth* And continue thou, fage dodor of our holy 
law, to inftruA me with ihy counfds, to afiift me with . 
thy prayers, and to protect me with thy friendlhip : then 
lhall Mabmut perfevere a true believer, a faithful ilave to 
the Ofinan emperor, and a devout admirer of thy longc- 
vky and vjktue. . 

I (hould feaa^this /light be the iaft letter 1 fliould have 
Ac honoar to fend^bee, were I not convinced by ibme 
near examples, that old age was not reftrained 
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M the flood. 'Tboflgh'dida bft flbr Oiif^fledl^ 
the ordinary year* of mea, yet theit! if tt tl^ time, tio^ 
far from Parif, amaa wllO hat near dooilded thy age. ' 

ah heftnit, living (fli’fe lull, vhereiiit thinga okce£> 
fhry fer h&oaa fuftenance feem to be tvantbig j the midlt 
•f hit houi<:.are built of mud, with hit owa hanfla (a 
weak defence againft wind and rmn&) ; hit Vd it coat* 
pofed of leavea of treet ; a ftdne fervet him iqlT-hit pH* 
low { hit diet confiftt of fuch hcibi and fniitt at thit' ' 
mountain affocdt him; ‘a neighbouriag welT alkyt hit 
thirft : He hat dwelt io thit plact, aad in thia manner, ' 
elghty-thre^ yeari, after he W travelled mod ^*4 of 
Europe and Afia. Aik him by what meant be pnfiprtd 
ed hit life fo lung, he anfweri, *' By living free dom 
care,*«id by being indiflei'ent to. all thingt.** He form 
(da dui^ to come with marvcOout fucccTe, at hat ofle* 
been obfcrred, which makct the pec^lc efleem him a 
prophet, , ’ 

The French teuine of another who lived Idn^ger than 
be, being three hundred &xty and one years old when h^ 
died. He was called John of the Titnes, in regaled he 
lived from the reign of Charles the Great to that df thf 
Emperor Contade. And being a&ed what diet he iiTed^ 
his anfwer iivas, ** Honey within, and oil without.” - 
Thi^ comforts me with the hopes of feeing thee on 
earth, though many years hence ; fince no man can ex« 
yceed thee in ablbnence, fobiiety, and the calmnefi of thy 
mind* ^ ^ 

The Great Author of Life fo grant, that if I taay not 
enjoy this felicity here, yet I may iiot, by any enormous 
crimes, merit to be excluded thy foc^ty in paradUc* 

Paris, nth of the 7th Moan, of the Yc«x^t^47 * 
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Trench are puffed op wjth the late defeat ^ey 
gave the Spariifli fleet m fight of NhpleaV^ Their joy 
;would know no bounda» were it riot cuihed •by'thc lofs of 
the Dakr of Brezci who wni flain by a cannon bullet in 
tiiiB naval combat. 

, The young Prince of Conde has been alfo forced to 
withdraw hie army from before Lerida^ that place being 
ever fatal to the French. This has leffened the difgrace 
which the Count of Harcourt received the laft campaign, 
in not beiog able to carry that town afteit fix moons 
fiege. 

But the news from the Levant has elated all the Franks 
heyond meafure | yet, I hope, the relations that* are feat- 
tered abroad on that fubjedk, are rather an tScA of their 
wiflies than of any real fuccefs agaiuff the invincible Of- 
mans. 

It is reported, that tliere have been two fea-fights be- 
tween our fleets and the Venetians ; that in the former 
we loft two thoufand men, feven galleys^ and a baffa ; 
that in the latter the Venetians took fotty galleya, lix 
caramufals, and fifty faiques, laden willi men and ammu- 
nition for the relief of our aimy in Candy. ^ 

The honour of this laft vidlory ib afciibed to the \d- 
lour and condufi of Beinard Morofini and Geneial Gri- 
mani ; Bernard fucceeding h!& bi other Thomas Morofini^ 
who was killed, as the) fay, in the iiift battle. 

The Chriftians every whtre expitfs great joy for thefe 
viAorics. The open ftreets are filled with tables, co\er- 
ed with all mannci ^>f cltuntics, at the public coll ; tl ey 
fcaft and revel mgljt and day ; the htllb ring coniinudllv, 
and bonfires are iridc to cckbiatc the tiiuiiph^ 



iKazarenes ; they: p^age Jt 9 thepn|el^^s the conqueft it 
the Ottoman empire^ and eternal viftorxes. 

^rom Dalmatia the pofts bring dailjr neli^s of our loffca 
and dirgrtycesd It khnbws here» that' the caftlek of X^* 
xnonido» Novigradei NadtUf Cariir, and aB the pHictts of 
firength which we had in ottf pofleffiod, ezctpt Cliffai are 
taken by the Venetians. ' " 

They hugh at our fiege of Sebenico, where we loft 
two thoufand men, and at length were forced to Iea¥e 
our camp to die Chriftians, our general being frighted a- 
way by a few women- 

It feema ftrange and ominous to me, that thofe arms 
which have formerly crulhed the greateft monarchies to 
pieces, and hare changed the* face of the whole earth, 
ihouicl nbw be foiled by a few defperadoes. I dare bO 
thus far a prophet, that either the foldieta are difgufted, 
which will produce a rerolutibn, or the mighty empire 
of thcr Ofmans 1la»iiS decline, which Gud avert. 

The Chriftians (who are not ignorant of our affairs, 
nor of the very fecrets of the feraglio), by an odd kind 
of charity, pray for the long life of Sultan Ibrahim ; for, 
they fay, our aimics mnft needs mifcany during hb 
reign, mod of the ofiiccis being offended at his licentious 
life, and cruel anions. Beiides, they tax him with pro- 
fufenefs, in that he has not fpared the private treafury of 
gold, which, by the fiugality of his predcccllars, had 
‘been heaped together, and whicli it wao not counted 
lawful fot them to touch, unlefs in the utmoft peril of 
the cmpiie. They fay, that by the additions which iul- 
tan Aniiirat had made, this tieafure was augmented to 
above thaty millions of feqivns ; Mit that our pnltiit 
« lUpcror has fquandcicd*ni( 11 of it ajrny cm his pleafuie. 

'romptue Him to Ilcljogabalus,\ht mod effeminate* 
piince that ti. J ; ilno at the fame time the 
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magnanimity vsiom d|^ Saltan Anmfatf they 

by, was the ftouteit man on earths tjic^ highly ^ipplaud 
his bravery at the fiege Babylon, when he ^aece^d 
the challenge of the Perfiaa fo^dier ; and eniqpng into a 
fingle combat with the unhappy Redhead| at one hTow, 
with his fabre, cleft him (though in armour )r to th<«md* 
die ; in menhorial whertof, thou knoWeil, that armour 
hangs to this day in the hazoda. In fine, they extol his 
joflicc, whereof he gave a remarkable inftance, inpuaifiip 
ing a certain hogia who had cheated a pilgrim of his 
jewels : Thou remembereft that paflage* And the Aonc 
snonar, whetem that nufeiahk wreteh nas pounded alive 
%r hie own fentence, 19 yet to he feen at the gate of the 
dlrant • monument of his rtBaapi and dm fis&m’i jufr 
lice. 

Tbefe thinge arc not unknown in the Weft ; the 
Naaareaes have their inlellige ncei in the imperial city* 
Hence they derive occafions to cic2hir«or praiie the ac^ 
liQns of our auguft emperors^ who are companions of the 
fun, and brothers of the flam. 

What I have faid, I truft to thy integrity, whereof I 
have had experience. Thofe who degenerate from that 
virtue, may their fouls find no more reft in the other 
world than a Frenchman’s hat has in this, which is al- 
ways in motion. Adieu. 

Paris, xjth of the 8th Moon, of the Year 1647. 


III.— To Mahomet Techli, JBqfa of Bfna^ at It 
Camp m Dalmatia, 

Thou art a'^ fit ivan to lead the mulTalmar armi^fc,, 
durft not hold thy head agunft a ftw wi mi.p Pi’*- 
haps thy mothex’u milk hnigs )Lt on t>’; t> j ; 011 




B99kl9. ^ 

Sit not^wec^ncd fi:otA the ^fci^lifte of the nutfely^ 
the llrung fortrefs ti Sebeoic^ of fo famll a puc<;^ 
thftc thou flu>uIdA bafeljr decamp from before it, becaufe 
a fe^aifs lyipeaied oft the avails? Is (his the wa^ 
to aggran&Ire thy mafter i Wlut will the Chiiftl|}ns fay 
to this eowejtdice i Na)i what do they not fd} already : 
The nev*> ot that fic^e had letcled all parts of 'Em* 
lope; the Naraicnea weie big with expe&ation of tlte 
event. Now the) know it, they lau^h both at thee and 
at all the muflulmans. Thou haft bt ought a difgiace on 
*^ie moft t' alttd empire in the woild* ^ 

Wha( if thou didft^lofe tvro thoufaftd men ^fore the 
walls of that fort i ts that a fulEutnt juilitication of thy 
raifing the fie^e i Our gloMous fukans do not ufc to win 
citk^ and caftles without blood $ neithei do they fpare 
t;o f4criiice the heft part of tUir army to the honoui of 
then arms, whilft our indefatigable foldicrs have moftut- 
cd on heaps of ^ujjj^lcrcd fpahib, and fcaltd the battle* 
ments of iW\x tneniKo- Whereas, thou weit afraid of a 
few ftoncs that the v omen hurled on thy men from the 
walls ! Thou art more effeminate than Sardanapalus I It 
wtie fitter for thee to l>andlc the diftaff, atid fpm for tl|y 
bread, than to diaw a fwuid m the fald of honour* 
a wondei thy own fokhcib do not abandon thee, bung 
t (himed to fuve under lo weak a comm tnder* 

I counfcl thee, ipiedily to recover thy h ft reputation 
by fomc notable fcivjtw. Ia no^- puJb aftnghtthcc; 
but remember that true fortitude furitiounts {ftl difficul- 
ties , and th th )ii c nil not pafs mto the temple of ho- 
noui but tiiough th t oi vntue. It is ft6t ffcy part to 
pro) for ihet . The whole Country is before thee ; 
tho 1 knov^eft, or at Icaft oiightcft to kn^w, the motions 
a fticngth of thy enemas Do|fonictbing fpeedily 
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4luit Aqi|^j|i>t 4 ||ii)||^«c wib and Talian^, Thou badft bet* 
ter ]( 0 ||(c liby life fe than a bov'diug; , ' 

^^ake thiaadvice aa a taarJc of my fnbnd/hipt for Mah- 
thijt ufei not Xn Rankly to reprove thofe whom he efteehi 
1^ enemies. Adieu. • 

Phtisp ijth <of the 8th Moon, of the Ylw 1647. 


IV.— 7i AcHMBTf JBaJa» 

iSfoT long ago arrived here a courier from Swedeland* 
biinging letter fiom Queen Chiiftina and Moffiicur Cha- 
ttutj the French relident at Stockholm 

Among other matters they give an account, that on 
the twenty-fe\enth day of the fcvuith moon, that great 
puncefs had like to have been ftabbvd m the midft of hti 
guaids, funounded with li^r coiuticrs, before the altar 
of her God, at an hour v^heu d^lEht Tubj#*£ls of that 
kingdom were on their knees, to rtndcr ILi c 1 propi- 
tious to her and the public. 

That day there was a fait proclaimed through all 
Sweddand, and he was elteemed no good fubjeft who did 
not repair to the public folcmnities. The queen, to 
give an example, went ?t the thud hour of the day l'* 
the mofque of her palace, attended by the great ofRcciP 
of ftate, and a numerous tiam of the nobility. When 
the preacher (as is the cultom) had made an end of 
fpeakmgi all that w ere prefent fell on their keees*, to per* 
form the appointed demotions. But it being the fafliioa 
of the Nazarenes tq, utter fome feeict prepaiative on- 
fons, the men^ covered their faces with their hats to be 
more rccollcfted. ^ 

While all eves were thus veiled, a ccitam 
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fnatching the opportunity) ft^pfr ffomhis plaee^fndiirith-* 
out making any great noift) by latge ftrides) advances 
unfeen to the railB which endofe the pavement next to 
the* altar, wh^e the queen was on her knees# Bit, in 
leaping o^r, he was perceived by a certain nobteman, 
who immediately cried out tq the guards to ftop die af- 
faflin. They crofTed their partizans, but the villain hutl- 
ed them one againft another with lb great violence, that 
while they were llriving to recover their entangled wea< 
pons, he got quite through thenu At which time the 
*^een aUb railing herfelf up at the noife, pulhed the cap- 
tain of her guards, who kneeled befide her : He ftarting ' 
from his place, leaped between the queen and the mar* 
derer, who was now within two paces of her. He feizes 
the wetch ; and, upon immediate fcarch, they fopnd two 
long (harp-pointed knives about him, without (heaths ; 
one in his bofom, the other in his pocket. The prifon 
bting in the ciftle, or^palace of the queen, under her ve- 
ry apartment, Ihe was not willing he (hould be carried 
thithtr, but ordtred him to be reconduAed to his own 
chamber, which was in the college of Stockholm, he be* 
mg an ccclefiailic of the faid college ; commanding alfo 
a good guard to be ftt over him, which was pet formed 
accordingly. 

As foon as the wretch faw himfelf in hts chamber, he 
faid aloud, That when he went out in the morning, he 
little thought of ever returning again, having undertaken 
^ an aftion, in doing which he cxpcAed to lofe his hfe.** 

They ufed all diligence imaginable in dlfcovering the 
authors of this intended murder, but could learn nothing 
more than that this fellow was a lunatic, whom at certain 
fcafons an unaccountable fury fpurred on to many extra- 
^agancics. 
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Itm tblSKi fttfpefi thflft be tiras hired by die Luthenm 
deiny give this cxecmble blow, who were ap|>rehen- 
Uve that the queta, hcariLening teo much to the infiiiua- 
iions of her tutor, who was a Calvinill, wcfUld innhvate 
the i^AilbUflied rdigion ofthe coantry*. ** 

If this be a Well-grounded fufpicion, it follows at the 
beft, diat religion, which ought to corrcft the morals of 
dseti, ahd liava an influence in reftraining their exoihitatit 
paffiohSi is become the corrupter of their manners, and 
the fomenter of tlte moft enormous crimes. But this is 
common among the Chriftians, who being divided into 
innumerable parties, diftinguiflied by as n^any feveral 
flatties, yet each feft is fo Cure tliat their way is the only 
right path to falvation, that they fpare for neither mur- 
ders, facrileges, nor treafons, to profelyte the reft td their 
Opinion, being unwilling that any ftiould live who are not 
of the fame mind with them. 

The King of France, and thc^^uecn-regent, received 
the news of Queen Chriftina’s delivery from this defigu- 
cd blow with much joy, the interefts of both crowns be- 
ing at this time clofely intermingled. 

I can inform thee of nothing more remarkable at pre- 
fent, fave, that certain letters arc intercepted, which the 
Duke of Bavaria had written to the Duke dl Wirtem- 
berg and the Elector of Cologne ; the contents of which 
difeover, that the Duke of Bavaria is rot far from a re- 
conciUation with the emperor ; and that, in the mean, 
time, he only waits the event of things to diredl him itt 
the choice of his party. 

God confirm thee in thy integrity, that thou mayeft 
fiever waver or fw{?rvr from the fervice and duty thou 
eweft the Grand il^'gnior. 

Paris, 28th of the pth Moon, of the Year 1^4;- 
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. V,—To Cara Hali> a Phyjician at Conjlantinopk. 

'I'hou haft heaped many favours on mc^ yet I have ne- 
ver *had an opportunity of making the leaft acknowledg- 
ment. Accept now a fmall prcfent from Malimut’s hands, 
who being pot mailer of wealth, can make no great ones. 
I fend thee neither iilver, gold, nor jewels, which the infa- 
tiable avarice of mortals has violently torn from the bowels 
of their common mother ; neither fhalt thoiT receive from 
me any of the more familiar piodu6ls of the earth, fuch 
'as grow on her furface. lixpedl no choice fiuits, or wine, 
or oil, nor any thing framed by the art of man, whether 
for delight or ufe. What 1 fend thee is the dew of hea- 
ven, a ccitain quintcffence of the elements, an ethereal 
fpirit ; firft condenfed into a vapour, then into a more li- 
quid fubftance, and afterwards congealed into a gum. It 
is the celebrated manna of Calabi ia. 

Adonai the Jew f^^t it to me out of Italy, as a rarity. 
I knew not whom fo properly to oblige with this prefent 
as the ftudioua of natural things, Ilali the fage phyiician, 
and my friend. 

The philofopher Averroes, our countryman, has writ- 
ten much of this excellent ful){lance. He calls it the 
food of the airy angels ; and fays, the young ravens, 
crymg in their nefts, are nouridied by this heavenly diet 
when the old ones forfake them ; and that the camelconc 
fcck no other repaft during their lives, but the invifible 
manna that every where floats in the morning air. He 
holds it poflible, that a man, after he has pafTcd his great 
climaAcr, may live without any other fuftenance, favc 
what he receives from this heavenly diftillation ; that he 
may thus prolong his life for the fpace of feven years, 
which will complete the appointed agl of mortals. Ma- 
ny of the fubhmely inftruded among the Aiabians arc 
P^oL III. I 
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of tlic fame opinion ; fo arc not a Few of the Hcbrejr 
rabbis ; but the Cliriilidiis, who arc gluttons, laugh at 
this do£lrine as ridiculous and impradicablc, forgettiiig 
at the fame time what they read in their blbk (wKich 
they pretend is the rule of their faith), that the Ifraelitcs 
had nothing clfe to feed on for a confidcrablc time in the 
defart, when they were almofl eight hundred thoufand 
fouls, and the grcateil part of them in their full llrength, 
men of arms, and inured to the lolls of war. 

Certainly it were a defirable thing, that this divine lar^^ 
gefs were diftnbuted to all the regions on earth. But 
God fends his blcflings to whom, and when jic plcafes. 
It is he that dirc&cth the clciids, when they move 
through the air, and reA not till they arrive at barren and 
dry places, where they pour forth their water to rciic/b 
the earth, and render it fruitful. God! there is but 
one God, Lord of the worlds ! Thcfc arc figns of his 
unity to true bclic'virs, but the incfbdulous have harden- 
ed their hearts. 

It is recorded, that in fomer tiinn, the ground where- 
on this manna defeended, belonged to a certain noble- 
man of the country, who, covetous of the unufuai bleff- 
ing, undertook to cnclofc all fhal land with a high wall, 
to the end that fo rare a gift might not be made com-; 
mon to every one ; but, as foon as the workmen had be- 
gun to lay the foundation of this cnclofure, the manna 
ccafed to fall, and fo continued as long as they proceed- 
ed in that envi ius w'ork ; which, v/hen the lord of the 
ground was made fenfible of, lie commanded the work- 
men to defiA, faying withal, ** The Almighty gives, and 
the Almighty ttahes away ; henceforward, I will not feek 
io reftrain the free ^;ift of Heave‘n.’^ Upon which, the 
manna defeended dailv, as before, and fo has coxtinucJ 
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to do ever fince. Doubclefs, this is a fign of God^s om- 
nipotence. 

,If thou wilt permit me to play the philofopher, I will 
teir thee opinion, ivhy this manna is feen rather in 
the kingdom of Naples than in any other region of the 
earth. 

It is well known, that the earth of this country a« 
hounds with veins of fulphur, which are diffiifed up and 
down through all parts, and heat the foil to an extraor- 
^ dinary degree ; hence it follows, tliat the lower region 
of the air, in this country, mud needs acquire a greater 
degree of ^^heat and drynefs alfo, being perpetually rari« 
fied by the fiery atoms, which every where tranfpire 
through the pores of the earth, as from a furnace. 

'Riis being fo, it is not hard to conceive, that the 
vapours which arc exhaled by the fun into the uppen re- 
gion, in the heat of a fummei’h day, and tlicrc become 
impregnated by the Ethereal fpiiit (which remains pure 
and unclothed in thofe ferener tracks, and confequcntly 
is apt to incoiporate with any proper vehicle), naturally 
dcfcciid again in tlie cool of tlic night ; but not meeting 
with a congeneoiis b«dy of >apours in the lower region, 
that air being over puritied, and grown defecate through 
the too near neighbourhood of the burning foil, fo that 
they cannot difl'ufc themfehes through the air for want 
of a fit medium, they confiding of homogeneous parts, 
and following the natural polition of the clement, and 
the laws of gravity, contra6t themfclvcs into little globu- 
lar forms, the lower they ^efeend ; thus fettling on the 
leaves of trees, on the grafs and herbs, on ilones, and 
any part of the earth, appearing like grqjns of traiifpa- 
rent gum. * | • 

Hence alfo I conceive, that the fame manna (which 
IS nothing clfe but an ethercal^fpirit, embodied in light 
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and dulcid vapours) abounds in the air of moft countries, 
but remains invlliblc, rarely fo far condenfed as to fettle 
in a grofs body on the ground, becaufe the air of thofe 
regions is not fo rarified as is that of Calabril, ^having no 
fuch fubterranean fires to drink tlie vapours up ; but be- 
ing moiil and thick, the defcending manna*, inflead of 
contradting itfclf into globular bodies, and through its 
weight finking to the eatth, dilates itfelf, and incorpo- 
rates with the floating vapours ; juft as if you pour drops 
of w’ater into a vcffel full of the fame clement, thofe drops 
do not fink to the bottom, but finding an homogeneous 
body, they mix with it, and are difperfed every way ; 
whereas, if there be nothing in the way to ftop them, 
they immediately fall to the ground* ^ 

But I fhall tire thee with my philofophy, forgetting 
that I fpeak to a man confummate in all fciences. A- 
donai relates many remarkable paifages of this country, 
too tedious for a letter. I will orfly tell thee, in (hort, 
that the kingdom of Naples is efteemed one of the moft 
deledlable regions on earth, the trees flourifliing twice a- 
year, and the foil abounding to prodigaHty with corn, 
wine, oil, and fruits, and all things neceftary for the 
life of man. Yet the inhabitants have this proverb com- 
mon among them ; The kingdom of Naples is a par?- 
dlfe of delights, but it is inhabited with devils fo cor- 
rupted are the manners of the people. 

Adieu, dear Hali, and think not Mahmut tedious in 
his letters, who has no other way, at this diftance, to 
converfc with his fnends. 

Paris, 19th of the lOCh Moon, of the Year 1647. 
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% VI . — To Kerk£R Hassan> Baja. 

this difpatch (hall come to thy hands^ be af- 
fure^i that^ahinut thy countiyinan* and flave to the 
(laves of the Grand Signior, wilhcs thee multiplicity of 
happinefs. • 1 have many reafons to honour thee, beddea 
the natural affedlion which is, or ought to be, between 
thofe who were born in the fame region. The ma.iy fa« 
vours thou haft done me, have exceeded the obliga- 
«^ion which arifes from the vicinity of our birth ; though 
that was fo near, that a ilrong man would have meafured 
the diftanc;^ with one (light of an arrow. 

The prefent of kopha, for which I returned thee 
thjj^s in my laft, has wrought wonderful e(Fe£ls on me, 
bei^ a perfeft cure of the melancholy to whic}i I was 
before fubjed. It has freed me from many diftemi>er8, 
and I owe the prefent cafe and chcerfulnefs I enjoy to 
this generous gift. • 

Methinksy while I am drinking this excellent liquor, 
I am at Conftantinople, converfing with my friends. It 
revives In me the genius of Ada, and fo advantageoufly 
transforms the ideas of things which I fee, that the 
croITes on the tops of the Chriftian temples appear to 
pe as half moons ; and my imagination prefents to me 
turbans inftead of hats, as men walk along the ftreets 
of Paris. 

Doubtledy great is the force of what we eat or drink, 
which has occadoned all wife lawgivers, among other 
fandionSy to preferibe ccrUin rules of diet ; and the care 
of our holy prophet has been exqiiidtc in this point, his 
prohibitions extending to all unclean meats and drinks, 
d nee they deprave thc*conftitutionsxf men, and incline 
them vice. But by hie own exarnpic, he recommend- 
cd to us thp uff of this admirable berry, impodng a 

s 
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new name on the tree that bears it) when he called 
it, the tree of purification. Hence it is, that all the 
mulTulinans affe£t to partake of the fan£lified benefit, it 
being the univerfal beverage of the Ofman ennl{)ire. 

Were the virtues of it known in thefe weftern parts, 
it would match, if not fupplant, the credit of their wines, 
lince it equally refrefhes the fpirits, without intoxicating 
the brain. 

I know not whethej^hou haft feen Pefteli HaU, mf 
brother, fince thy return from Arabia, or whether thou 
haft heard the news he brought with him out of the Eaft. 
He has furveyed the Indies, Tartary, China, tTunquin, 
Ferfia, and other regions, whofe names are hardly known 
in fome parts of the Ottoman empire. Indeed, we 
formerly .had but an odd idea of thofe remote countries ; 
but efpccially China has been hid from the greateft part 
of the earth* 

In my earlier years, I have hcKrd men of gravity, 
who would be taken for knowing perfons, fay, tliat China 
was but a tributary province of the Tartars, a contemp* 
lible corner of Afia, and fo barren, as it could hardly 
afford fuftenance for its inhabitants, which is a fign it is 
well peopled. Affuredly our fathers were ignorant of 
this country, which, after the perpetual monarchy of the 
Ofmans, may be efteemed the fecond empire on earth. 

My brother fays, it contains fixtecn provinces, each as 
large as a kingdom, and that all together they fill up a 
track of ground as big as Europe, which thou knoweft 
is one of the four quarters of the world, and that this 
vaft dominion contains above an hundred millions of inha- 
bitants. 

The emperor whe^reigned when* Pefteli Hali was there, 
was called Zunchin, a young prince, not above thirty 
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^ years of age, in whofe veins ran the blood of fixteen em- 
ycrors, his progenitors. 

In the year 1640, two great officers in his army, hav- 
ing drawn to their party an innumerable company of the 
foldicrs, %nd being encouraged by fome grandees at the 
court, made a revolt. The names of thefe rebels were 
Lycungz and Changien. They foon became mailers of 
five provinces ; but, quarrelUng about their lhares, Ly* 
cungz eaufed his aflociate to be poifoned ; and taking on 
himfelf the foie command of the rebels, was proclaimed 
by them emperor of China. After which, he marched 
direftly with his whole forces againft Pekin, a city where 
the emperor kept his court, knowing that the conquell 
of this place would fecure to him all the remaining pro* 
viStcs of the empire. 

The Chinefe are reputed a moft ingenious people, ex- 
celling in all manner of mechanic inventions, and 'the 
bolded architc^ls ingithe world. They build bridges fiom 
one mountain to another, to Ihoiten the travellers jour- 
ney over the plain between them, and raife towers aU 
mod up to the clouds. Some of their cities arc faid to 
be near thirty leagues in compafs, having double walls 
and ditches ; and my brother fays, that Pekin wants 
not much of this extent ; and that the palace of the em- 
peror is near a league in circuit, environed by three walls 
and as many moats, bcfides bulwarks and other fortifi- 
cations. He adds, that tills mighty city and palace is 
guarded by an hundred thoufand foldiers. 

This impregnable place the rebels took by dratagem, 
which was able to have refified all the force of Afia. 
Lycungz held a private con*erpondence with fcveral gran- 
dees within the town, and palace ; by whofe connivance 
he ftnt great numbers of the doulsd men in bis arnfy, 
difguifed in the habit of merchants, who lodging them- 
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fdvcs in divers quarters of the city, on a day appointed^ 
fuddenly appeared in arms^ and furprifing the guards 
who defended the gates^ flew them all, and opened tlje 
gates to the rebels. • ^ 

Who can exprefa the confuflon and flaughter that filled 
all parts of the city with mourning and blood ? The bar* 
barous conqueror facrificed all the loyal and brave to his 
unpardonable ambition ; difarmed thofe who efcaped the 
firft maflacre ; and having made himfelf abfolut^ maAer 
of the city, lays a clofe fiege to the imperial palace. 

The emperor, now finding that he was betrayed, and 
that it was too late to defend himfelf from the pruel per* 
fecution and infult of the traitors, takes advantage of 
the fhort refiftance which fome of his faithful fervants^ 
made, to confult his own honour, with that of the ?s;:' 
prefs and his daughter. He had above three thoufand 
wives, for whom he could not provide in that flood of 
calamities, all his care being employed to prevent the lafl 
triumph of his enemies, in not fuffering the royal blood 
to be fhed by the profane hands of thofe villains. He 
entered into the gardens of the palace, accompanied on- 
ly by his emprefs and daughter, with three faithful eu- 
nuchs. The young princefs (who was a lady educated in 
all the Chinefe learning) feeing the great affli^ion of her ^ 
royal parents, the inevitable ruin of their family, and the 
iiniverfal defolation, fell on her knees, and fpokc to her 
father as follows : 

“ My Lord, 

** Since it is the will of the immortal gods thus to cx- 
tinguifli the luftre and majeily of our fublime race, let 
their decrees beYulfiUcd ; but let not me be a fpedlator 
of my parents fall, ct furvivc a tragedy at whicl]^ the 
earth itfelf mufl tremble. Have tliis compaffion on my 
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4cndcr years, and let tlicfe eyes be do fed, before death 
feal up yours, fiom which mine borrowed all their light: 
Think not, bccaufe I am young, I fear to die : I long to 
fee our kindred gods, and reprefent the fate of China, fo 
as to prq^ol^c thdr fpeedy vengeance. Surely our dei- 
fied anccilors, at my complaint, would gather all the 
thunder in 'the heavens, and ihower it down upon thefc 
perjured and ungrateful traitors ; or elfe they would play 
the chcniiils, and extrad the moil envenomed influence 
of the liars, and dait the hca\tnly poiTon on the rebels, 
TiS they lie bcfoie ihefc facitd walls, and thus would put 
a period to tlieir cuiftd treahin. Make no delay, my 
toyal fatl«ci, but try the experiment; rcleafe me from 
rhefw* chains, which hinder n\y tfeape to paradife; and 
*4ii|^icbe the herald of fuch news as nc\er before furprif- 
ed the blefTcd above.” 

I 

The emperor, moved with this pailionate addrefs of 
his daughter, drew’a dagger from his girdle, and there- 
with flabbed her to the heart ; and then, flruck with re- 
moife at fo unnatural a deed, covered his face with a 
veil 4)f lilk : Thus ading Agamemnon's part, when, to 
fulfil the (jiaclc, he facriiiced his daughter Iphigenia. 

After this, the emprefs, overwhelmed with fo many 
forrows, retired into a grove, and hanged herfelf with a 
filken cord on a tree. The emperor, feeing this mourn- 
fjl fpcdlacle, w'as rcfolvtd no longer to delay his own 
death ; wherefore, following her example, he difpatched 
liimfelf like wife by a filing. But he flrfl bit a vein, and 
with his blood writ the following words ; 

** What is there now dcilrable on e|]rth, after I am 
thus betrayed by my own fubje£l| ? I accufe not 
infefior people ; they are innocent : It is to the man- 
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darins I owe my fudden fall, with the ruin of this mighty ^ 
empire. Behold in me the royal line extinft. I am the 
laft of iixteen emperors. I, that was lord of fo many 
fpacious regions, guardian of the bed-chan^ber of jtKe 
fun, foie monarch of the orient, lieutenant to <he gods 
of the mines, poflelfor of infinite treafures, at whofe 
name an hundred millions of my fubjeds touched the 
ground with their foreheads, am now ready to be tram- 
pled under foot by the bafeft of my flaves. But I will 
prevent my own difgrace, and carry this majtftic foul 
inviolate to my renowned fathers, whofe vengeance, join- 
ed with that of all the gCids, fhall fall on the perfidious 
mandarins, who have betrayed both me and tlds exalted 
ftate to ruin.’^ 

A narrative of thefe mournful paflages was printed in 
the Chinefe language, fuppofed to be done by the order 
of the emperor’s attendants, who fi^lowed him into the 
garden, and were witneiTes of what was faid and done ; 
a copy of which my brother procured to be tranflated 
into Arabic, by a merchant of our nation, who under- 
Hood the Chinefe language, and refided in Pekin. 

In fine, my brother fays, that when he departed from 
China, he left the tyrant Lycungz in poffeflion of the 
emperor’s palace, where he found an hundred millions of 
ingots in gold and filvcr, befides an inefiimable treafure 
of pearls and precious (lones ; all which wealth had been 
lieaped together by the frugality of l9ie Chinefe empe- 
rofrs. 

By this thou may eft take an ellimate of the grandeur 
and ftrengtli of this formidable monarchy, of which we 
have had fuch contemptible notions. Neither fhalt thou 
have occafion to be fi(rprifed at the monftrous rife and 
fortune of this rebel, who in fo ihort a time was lifted 
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••<0 the height of human fovereignty, when thou con* 
fidereft, that all things are fubjeft to vicilfitude and 
change. 

* That Ggdf who eftablifhes whom he pleafes on the 
thrones the earth, and, at the determined period of 
empires, depofes fucli as cruft in their ftrength and riches, 
defend our fovereign from treafons, and from the arrows 
that fly in obfeurity. 

Paris, 13th of the nth Moon, of the Year 1647*. 


’^IT , — To Darkish Mehsmet, 

obligation have I to be concerned for the infi- 
dels ? or what iutercll in the uncircurncifcd ? Yet Na- 
ture has tied all our race in fome common bonds of af- 
fedion, and humanity teaches us to rejoice at the dclt« 
verance of the oppreffed. 

The kingdom of Naples has long groaned under the 
joke of Spanifh tyranny. TIic labour of the people 
fufHccd not to pay the unrcafonable taxes that were im- 
pofed on them. They fweat blood to become yet more 
miferablc ; whilil their cruel mailers, having fleeced thep 
to nakcdiicfs, would take advantage of their poverty to 
rivet their chains yet deeper, aad render their fervitude 
pall redemption. 

The people were fcnfiblc of their 'calamity, yet knew 
not how to (hake off the yoke. It had galled them to 
the nen-es and finews ; their ftrcnglh -was gone. De- 
fpair of redrefs had rendered them fupine, and took from 
them the very power of meditating their rccovcrj*. But 
Heaven, which protedls the opprel|cd, has raifed up 
youtB from ampng the meantft of the people, to alTect 
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the public liberty. A finierman, who has not feen four*- 
and-twenty wintersi has undertaken to reftore the ancient 
privileges of the Neapolitans. Who can penetrate into 
the methods of eternal dcftiny) which mak^ ufe of fb 
^contemptible inftruments to check the power of the great- 
eft monarchs ? 

This bold youth, infpired with a zeal for the public, 
ran one day into the (Ircets, crying with a loud voice, 
** Long live the King of Spain, but let the corrupt offi- 
cers peri/h.^’ He had no other weapon, favc a reed in 
his hand, but was foon followed by a multitude of boys 
and young men, with clubs and (laves, who went along 
the llreets of that populous city, repeating the cry after 
liim, Log live the King of Spain, but let the cor- 
rupt officers perifh.** At firft, the citizens laughi^'^t 
the infant tumult, but in Icfs than two hours, this fidicr- 
mau (whofe name was MalTdnieUo) had enrolled above 
two thoufaiid boys. a 

The next day his numbers increafed, by the acceffion 
of all forts of lewd and idle perfons, malcontents, debt- 
ors, and fuch as were dclirons of novelty. Nay, fome 
of the better fort of citizens (hut up their (hops, took 
arms, and mingled with the popular infurre^tion ; fo 
that ere mid-day there were above ten thoufand men 
and boys marching along the (Ircets, and burning the 
Gullom-houfes, with all their books of accounts, through- 
out the city. 

When MalTaniello beheld himfelf at the head of fo vaft 
a multitude, he thought it time to declare the reafon of 
his railing this tumult ; wherefore, getting on an eminent 
place in one of the markets, fpoke to his followers to 
this eifeft ; i 
o b 

Rejoice, O ye faithful people, and fend up accia- 
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mations to the God of Heaven^ who hath this day 
put it into your hearts and hands to be your own re- 
deemers. As for me, my fpirit burncth within me to # 
Yee the ^blic oppreflion ; and I fet no value on my 
life, when I fiill began this glorious enterprife. One 
of the princes threatened me with the galleys if I per- 
fifted ; but here are thoufands my witnefles, that, in- 
ilead of fearing him, I fmote him on the breall, and 
font him away joy lul that he c taped wkh his life. O 
ye faithful people, trin'l not the princes or nobles ; they 
arc the men wlio opprefs you, and would cnllave you ; 
trud in your arms, and the jurrice of your caufe. God 
has bi ought you together ; kt notliing feparate you till 
you have freed your country, youtklves, your wives and 
"^.ildrcn, from perpetual fervitude. Choofe you a leader, 
a man of courage and rclolution, who is wilhng to fa- 
crificc his life for the common good. As for me, X have 
liiihertu lived a fi(l)crinan, and fo 1 intend to die/’ 

The people, exceedingly moved with this fpeech, chofe 
him with one accord for their leader, crying out with 
loud acclamations, ** Long live MaiTaniello, the Patron 
of the Neapolitan liberties.*’ 

The iirft thing he did after he was confirmed in this 
authority, was to fet open the prifons, and enliH the pri- 
foners under the banner of the people. 

Then he divided this confufed army into regiments and 
companies; and fent forth a proclamation throughout 
Naples, commanding all to take arms, on pain of having 
their houfes burned ; fo that in a little time he had above 
fifty thoufand armed i:iien at his heels. 

Thus accompanied, lie marches dLefUy toward the 
viceroy's palace, vefted in cloth oi filver, with a naked 
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fword in hia hand. He was accompanied by a cardinal, 
who undertook to be a mediator between the viceroy and 
• the people. His prefence retrained the multitude with- 
in fome bounds of moderation, for they rever^ced him* 
as the father of the city. Yet they burned abo^e fixty 
palaces of the nobles to the ground, with all their furni- 
ture and goods ; and it was prefent death for any one to 
Tcfcue or purloin any thing from the dames ; fo rigorouf- 
1y juft was this new lawgiver, this Mofes of the Neapoli- 
tans, It was in vain for the viceroy to oppofc force a- 
gainft fo formidable an infurreAioii : He entertained the 
young fiilierman with ceremonies due to a prince ; and 
■ having concluded a truce, gave him the title of Chief 
Tribune of tJje faithful people. This increafed the ve- 
neration the citizens had rdready conceived for Maflairfr*' 
ello ; fo that in a day or two more he faw himfelf al the 
bead of an hundred and fifty thoufand armed men. 
He gave out all orders for the lepuUic, publifhed new 
edids, and ell commifT'ons were iftiied in his name. He 
procured the gabels to be for ever aboliOicd, reftored the 
people to their ancient liberty ; and, in fine, was murder- 
ed by his own followers. 

Let me not feem an advocate for fedition, when I tell 
ihcc there was fomething brave and heroic in the adions 
of this youth. So ilrange a revolution, in fo (hort a 
time, has fcarce b.ecn heard of in the world : For a beard* 
lefs flavc to raife himfelf in fix days to as abfolutc and 
uncontroulable a fovereignty as the greateft monarch on 
earth enjoys; to be obeyed by an infimte number of peo- 
ple, without the leaft hefitation or demur, were it for life 
or death ; and all this without any motive of ambition or 
intereft, but only*to affert the public liberty, is a convin- 
cing argument of his virtue, and Ihows that Heaven ap- 
proved his enteiprile« But then^ agab, for him to lofe 
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all this power in four days more, to be murdered in cold 
blood by bis own party, by the people whofe caufe he 
had fo fuccefsfully vindicated ; this (liows the inilabillty 
bf.humai^afTairs, and that there is nothing permanent on 
this fidt^the moon. 

I pray Goltl to infpire the minifters of the Sublime 
Porte to take fuch meafures as may preftrve the mufl'ul- 
man peace. Adieu. 

Paris, 13th of the nth Moon, cf the Year 1647. 


yilli^To SoLYMAN, Z/x at CoTtJl.mtinoph:, 

W HBN I clofed up my laft, the hour of the poll waa 
Jftar expired, and the meffenger who carries my letters 
to him, haftened my difpatch, preventing what I had 
farther to fay to thee. ‘ 

I am folicitous dor thy welfare, both as thou art a 
mnflulman and fo near a relation. Do not forfeit thofe 
titles, by degenerating from tliy kindred, and from all 
the illuminated of God. Truth is comprifed in a little 
room, but error is infinite. Thou makeft a wrong infer- 
ence from the moderation and charity of the true believ- 
ers, when thou concludefl. That becaufc they believe, it 
(hall go well with all honeft men, let their opinions and 
ceremonies be what they will ; therefore thou (halt be 
fate, in retrenching tlie endlcfs and burdenfome wafliings 
(as thou termeft them) of the muffulmans, fo long as 
thou leaded a good moral life. 

Art thon fuch a friend to idlencfs and impurity, that 
thou wile, by a mod pitiful fophidiy, cheat tbyftlf of 
falvation, rather than take the pains to v^(h thyfelf, after 
the manner, and at the times appointed by the prophet 
of Godi and praftifed by our fathers, and all the faith- 
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ful throughout the world ? If it be allowedf that fuch 
aS| either out of ignorance, or hindered by fome other 
invincible caufe, do not embrace our holy law, are not cir« 
cumcifed, and repair not to the affemblies of ^e faithful, 
(hall nevcrthclefs enter into paradife, provided they obey 
the law of nature, imprinted on their hearts ; does it 
follow, therefore, that one who has been brei up in the 
undefilcd faith, who has been circumcifed, and, lifting 
up his right hand to Heaven, has pronounced the feve'i 
myderious woid*?, which cannot be repealed; does it 
follow, I fay, that fuch an one (hall be regarded by God 
or his prophet, any otherwife than as a heretic or an 
jiifidtl, if he live not up exa^lly to the graces ‘ that have 
*becn given him T No, a dure thylelf, if thou art in the 
number of thcle, thou art an apoftate ; thy virtues TTCT 
vices, and all tliy good works are an abomination* 

Remember the pit iy and magnanimous zeal of Aflan 
Hali thy grandfather, who, when was taken prifoner 
by the Coflacks, was entertained with extreme rigour and 
fc verity. Nevcrthclefs, a certain Jew in the city who 
knew him, brought him every day. by periniflion of the 
keeper, as much water as would fuflice to wafli him, and 
to quench his thirft. But one day, as he went with his 
accuflomed load, and was entering the gate of the pri- 
fon, the keeper, cither out of malice or wantonnefs, fpiL 
moft of the water on the ground, forbidding the Jew, at 
the fame time, to bring any more that day. 

The honed Hebrew went in with the remainder of the 
water, and delivered it to the prifoner, who prefently 
prepared to wa(h hxmfclf, afteV the accudomed manner 
of the mufltilmans. The feeing that, told him, 
there was not water enough to quench his third ; and 
therewith related to him what the keeper had done. I 
fee there is but a little (replied the virtuous old manj^ 
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• but Jie that drinks, or eats, before he has waflied himfelf, 
is guilty of defiling his foul, and is not worthy to be 
numbered among the true believers. Therefore it is bet- 
ter for me die for thirft, than violate the law brought 
down from Heaven, and tranfgrcfs the traditions of my 
fathers.” Having fald this, he wafhed himfelf, being 
reiigned to Providence. 

Coufin, deceive not thyfclf with vain opinions, nor 
fuffer hypocrites to feduce thee. Imitate tfie adder, and 
Hop thy ears againlb the crafty infinuations of heretics. 
It is reported of this little ferpent, that, by natural in« 
flindl, being fenfible when a magician is about to utter 
words, which being heard will enfnare it, lays one ear 
clofe to the ground, and with its tail flops the other, to 
th? end the enchantment may have no effed. 

Admit not any man to thy converfation, who (hall at* 
tempt to warp thee from the fimplicity of the faith and 
obedience which tboiA)wc{t to the apollle of God. With- 
out water, there is no purity on this fide the grave. That 
element has a force in it of which thou art not aware ; 
it is the third in the rank of living principles ; it is the 
tabernacle of the winds ; the feraglio of the generative 
fpirit ; the llage of wonders : in fine, it Is the purifier of 
every thing that has breath. 

Thou knoweft, that to ferve the necelfities of the pro- 
phet and his army, underftanding and fpeech was given 
to a fountain in Arabia, which having promifed to fol- 
low him to the place of his repofe, made a channel 
through the defart, and kept pace w^ith the troops of the 
faithful, till they came to Medina Talnahi, that fo the. 
fubmiffive to the will of €Ieaveii might not want that cle- 
ment, without whicli life itfclf would be«a burden and a 
curfe. • 

And yet thou fpeakcll contemptibly of water, as a 
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Toy indifferent thing, whether we ufe it or not, any 
otherwife than to quench our thirft. 

Thus, making no difference between the many advan- 
tages we reap from that element, and that common- ufe 
to which the beafts put it. In how many places of the 
Alcoran does the Holy Prophet record the mercy of 
God, in giving us water that is frefli and not fait 1 How 
does he celebrate his wifdom and goodnefs, for dire£Ung 
the clouds to barren and dry places ! Thou canft not be 
ignorant, that it is one of the encomiums of paradife^ 
that there are gardens wherein flow many rivers. And 
after all this, wilt thou defpife fo holy and bleffed a gift, 
without which, earth and heaven, men and angels, could 
not be completely happy ? 

Go learn then of the Indian idolaters, who have nefver 
beard of the book of glory ; go learn of thefe barbari- 
ans, to priase this fan^fied creature. They travel many 
hundreds of leagues to bathe themfelves in the waters of 
Ganges. With thofe incorruptible and all-purging ftreams, 
the Bramins fill certain veffels, and tranfport the inva- 
luable liquor to the utmoft parts of that wide empire. 
They travel on foot, fometimes two thoufand miles to- 
gether, each man with his load of that precious water, 
to fupply the wants of thofe who live fo remote from the 
river | fo that a bottle of it is many times fold to the 
princes and nobles for two hundred fequins, or eight hun- 
dred rupees ; and yet fur all this, thofe very princes 
would not die with a fafe confciencc, had they not at lealt 
once in their lives made a pilgrimage to this renowned 
river, and baihcd themfelvcs in the waves which blot out 
fins. ** 

O coiifin, lei the example of thefe infidels aake thee 
blufli at thy impiety, and excite thee to a diligent and 
mdifpcnfable practice of cleannefs ; fo (halt tbeu have a 
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found mmd, in a healthy body, and the angd of thy na- 
tivity will not (hun thy perfon.' Adieu. 

7th ff the xzth Moon, of the Year 1547. 


IX.-— To the Kaimacham. 

nr HE defeat of the Venetians and Morlacks in Bofna 
has reached thefe parts. That news is not unwelcome to 
Mahmut : But I could wifh our general had ufed his vic- 
tory withjmore moderation. The Chridlans term him 
barbarian, favage, devil incarnate, and load him with exe- 
crations ; for, having taken prifoner the captain of the 
Morlacks, he caufed him to be flayed alive, and after- 
wards to be impaled. This captain was an eccleliaftic ; 
they call him Stephano Sorich ; and, in lionour of ^liis 
zeal and fidelity, the/cntitle him, the Good Prieft. They 
applaud his magnanimity and courage in battle, and no 
lefs do they extol his conflancy, during the torments of 
fo cruel and ignominious a death ; But I tremble to 
think of the blafphcmics and curfes they utter againft 
our holy Prophet, and all the mufliilmans : For this cruel 
execution has fcandalized the Nazarencs, and embittered 
them, even to fury. Their revenge is implacable ; they 
would go to hell themfelves, provided the true faithful 
might be damned for company. 

What will our divine lawgiver fay ? or what apology 
will our general make, when the fent of God fliall charge 
him with driving fo many ihoufand fouls into an irrecon- 
cileable hatred of the ilhdefilcd faith p For they look 
not on this as the adtion of a private iflan, but of one 
who ^eprefents the perfon of our augail fovereign, tMb 
great prutedor of the law brought down from Heaven* 
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They fuppofe him to be honoured with the particular 
inftrudions of his maftcr ; and therefore they fay the ful- 
tan has authorifed this unheard-of cruelty, and that ovr 
religion countenances tyranny, and the moll: nefandous 
method of Ihedding Innocent blood. 

I am no advocate for Infidels ; yet fuffer me to vindl- 
t;ate Nature, which Is the common parent of us all ; fuf- 
fer me to be folicltous for the honour of our holy profef- 
fion, which is blemlfhcd by this inhumane murder. What 
offence had this unhappy captain given, that deferved fo 
dire a punifhment ? Was It becaufc he fought valiantly, 
and performed wonders in defence of his country ? This 
is nothing but what becomes every honell man to do ; 
and, had our general been truly brave, he would have en- 
tertained his prifoner with a refpedt due to his merit. 

Who was a more inveterate enemy of the mufiiilmans 
than the renowned ifehenderbeg, Prince of Albania? 
Who more valiant or fuccefsful againft the Ottoman ar- 
mies ? It Is recorded of him, that he never fliunned a 
battle, never fled from his enemies, never fhrunk from 
perils, nor was ever wounded but once in all his life ; 
and yet he fuftalned a continual war from two fucceflive 
Ofman emperors, defeated feven vifiers with their forces, 
took all their ammunition and baggage, and, in feveral 
combats, flew with his own hands above two thoufand 
Mahometans. 

Our fathers did not bafcly revenge themfclvcs for all 
this, but chcrlfhed a veneration for this heroic enemy, 
and honoured the very dutt of fuch an ex.trt^)rdlnary per- 
fon ; for, after his death, having conquered Albania, 
they fought out his tomb, where they performed their 
devotions, as at the fepulchre of a prophet ; they open* 
ed the dormitory of the defunA warrior, and, with reli 
glous folcmnity, took up kis bones, fharlng the honour- 
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* ed relics among them, and wrapping them in filk, wore 
them continually at their breafts, eileeming them as fa- 
cred amulets againft misfottune. 

Surely o%r general would blufh at an example of fo 
great virtue ; but perhaps he was incenfed, becaufe his 
captive was a pricil s miilaken zeal might prompt him to 
this horrid butchery. Thou, who art Juftice itfelf, w^ilt 
not approve his bloody paiton, when thou confidereft, 
that the priefts of Jefus arc men as well as others, and, 
if they live in error, the fault is in their education. How- 
ever, many of them are humble, chaile, fober, and lovers 
of virtue.^ If there be others, whofe corrupt lives have 
contradicted this character, let the crime and the punifli- 
nient reft ou their heads ; it is not reafonable that the in- 
nocent (hould fuffer for the faults of the guilty. The 
captain of the Morlacks had the reputation of a devout 
and juft man, and a flout champion for his country ; 
had he been taken fSr a fpy, or an aflaffin, the law of 
arms would have adjudged him to death.~Yct fuch was 
the clemency of Porfenna, King of the Hetrurians, that 
when Mutius Scxvola, a valiant Roman, came into his 
camp, with defigii to murder him, but by miflake flab- 
bed one of the captains, thinking it had been Porfenna, 
and, to revenge that miicarriage on himfelf, thrufl his 
hand into the fire, till the flelh was confumed to the 
bones ; the king, afloniflied at his undaunted fpirit, fent 
him away in peace, raifed the fiege of Rome, and enter- 
ed into a ftriCl fricndfhip with that nation ; fuch honour 
he bore to the fortitude of his enemy, and defigned mur- 
derer. But the captain of the Morlacks was not takea 
under thefc circumflancA ; he loll his liberty in the heat 
of l)attle, bravely combating at the hcadfor his army. 

Wouldft thou know the grounds then of our general!^ 
cruelty i It was purely for the fake oi a jeft. There 
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went a report, that when this pried was born, his body* 
was all over raw, fo that the phyficians were forced, by 
art, to fupply him with a Ikin. Our cruel general, to 
fport himfelf in the poor man*s mifery, comuanded him 
to be flayed alive ; uttering at the fame time this inhu- 
man farcafin, There was no reafon that he .fhould car- 
ry a fkin out of the world, who brought none in.” This 
IS attefted by two gentlemen who were made prifoners 
with their captain, heard thefe words, faw him executed, 
and afterwards made their efcape. 

The Nazarenes vow to revenge this unparalleled cruel- 
ty on all the mulTulmans that fall into their hands, if this 
butcher (as they term him) be fuffered to go unpunifhed. 
I tell thee, fuch barbarous aftlons draw down the venge- 
ance of Heaven on thofe that commit them, and excite 
the very bcafts of the earth to make war, and rid the 
world of fuch monfters. 

Thou knoweft what ufe to make of this intelligence ; 
I will not pretend to inftruA the fecond minlfler in the 
Ottoman empire. 

Paris, 7th of the lath Moon, of the Year X647. 


X . — To the Mufti. 

If there be any truth in what the allrologers tell us, 
that the ftars have influence on the governments of the 
earth, one would think that Spain lies under fome ma« 
lignant afpeA. 

The fortune of that kingdom has for a long time run 
retrograde : They have had nothing but Ioffes by fea and 
l^nd ; the revolution in Portugal, the revolt of Catalonia 
and Rouffillon, the lofs of Ormus in Perfia, and the dc 
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{e&ion of {loaf with other rich towns of traffic In the 
IndieSf caril^^one upon the back of another. 

•Since which there have been many towns and caftles 
taken froip the Spaniards In Flanders. The French made 
an infurre6Uon In Palermo, breaking open the prifons, 
and releafing the prifoners ; and giew to fuch a headp 
that the viceroy, fearing they would revenge the tragedy 
of the Sicilian vefpers, to pacify the multitude, was for- 
ced to repeal the edA^ks for taxes, and difannul them for 
ever, and to pafs ar^a£l of general indemnity, both to 
the rabble, and if the prifoners whom they had freed. 

This tumultuous fpirit pafled from thence to the king- 
dom of Naples, and there, like an infedion, foon fpread 
jtfelf through all parts, both of city and country s Two 
hundred thoufand men took up arms, to vindicate the 
privileges of the Neapolitans, under the conduA of a 
a poor young fifherman. I have already tranfmitted to 
the Sublime Porte, a relation of this formidable fedition, 
wherein it may be thought, I have dlfcovered too much 
tender nefs to the infidels, and feemed to favour the vio- 
lence of a fadlion. But I hope thou wilt acquit me, 
when thou confidereft, that thefe governments of the Na- 
zarenes are not to be compared to the facred Ofman em- 
pire, which is eftablifhed by a divine right ; it having 
been determined by the angel, that he who fliould pof- 
fefs the glorious dormitory of the fent of God, fhould 
hppntitlcd, ** The fovcrcign of all the kings on earth." 
Therefore It would be a crime of the higheft nature, to 
raife a tumult or fedition* within the territories of our 
augud emperor, whofc dominion is confirmed to him for 
ever by a patent from Heaven. But the ^afe of the Na- 
zarene princes is different, who being profefTed enemies 
Vo thcsncflcngcr of God, have no other right to any 
thing, but what their fwords purchafe ; and, therefore. 
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when they prey upon others^ and by rapine and fpoil aug- 
ment their riches, it Is no wonder If the great Avenger 
of crimes ftirs up fome undaunted fplrlts to free their 
country from flavery and mid. • ^ • 

Thofe who are curious have remarked many obfcrvable 
circumftances In this revolution at Naples ; asi that It was 
foretold by an aftrologer, a confiderable time before It 
happened, who pointed out the very year wherein It 
ihould come to pafs. The extraordinary emptiuns alfo 
of Mount VefuvIuSy fome years ago, were efteemed as 
prefages of fome approaching troubles in the ftate ; for 
it rained afhes on the city of Naples. I fpgke of this 
mountain in one of my former letters. 

It Is reported alfo, that about the fame hour wherein 
Mafianlello, the ringleader of the feditlous, was murder- 
ed, there was feen a man hovering In the air, over the 
principal temple of Naples, with a fword In his hand, 
which he was putting up In his fcabbard ; and that a 
voice was at the fame time heard from on high, to utter 
thefc words, His labour Is hninied, give him reft.'* 

This is certain, that whilft he was at the head of an 
hundred thoufaiid men, feven aflaflins were hired by fome 
of the princes .to fhoot him ; ytt none of the bullets 
could pcnetiate his body, though unarmed, and only co- 
vered with his fifhlng rags ; and It was evident, that thefe 
bullets fmotc him In divers places, his garments being 
marked with them, and he ftaggered with the force of 
the blows. 

Thefc arc extraordinary occurrences, and would tempt 
one to believe, that this young filherman was the inftru- 
ment of providence, and that Htaven prote<Sied both him 
and his caufe. 

It is true, indeed, it feemed at laft as if he werf aba^ 
dpned by that divine power, which had carried him through 
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fo Important an enterprife. In that he was flain by hit 
own foldlers. But then It mud be remembered, that this 
Mfas not done till his work was finiflied, and he went be- 
yond his c<RnmIifion. Want of ileep, the multitude of 
affalrSf and much winei had Impaired his rcafon, and 
rendered him frantic ; fo that his adllons were Infupport- 
able, and his own admirers grew weary of him. After 
his death, his head was cut off, and carrledlip and down 
the ftreets on a lance, and his body was dragged through 
the kennels. Yet the very next day, the multitude, t# 
fliow their own ficklenefs, took the dead body out of a 
ditch, whgre they had laid It all night ; they waflied and 
embalmed it, and having joined the head to Ir, carried 
it with great pomp and folemnity to the principal temple 
of Naples, attended with drums and trumpets, and a- 
hove a thoufand prlefts, with torches in their hands ; ft 
crown of gold was put on his head, and a feeptre in his 
hand. * 

Thus the Neapolitans honoured that beardlefs youtbt 
who In ten days tune had caufed fuch a revolution, as Is 
fcarce to be paralleled, for he was an abfolute monarch 
in effe^^, during that time $ and of him it may be faid, 
as it was once of an emperor, that during his whole reign 
there wa& neither fpritig, nor autumn, nor winter, for his 
royalty begun and ended In the feventh moon. 

By letters from Nathan Ben SaddI at Vienna* I per- 
ceive he Is molf fted with fcruplcs about his religion, be- 
ing delirous to build upon the fiireff foundation. I feat 
him the heft advice 1 could, without making myielf a 
hypocrite, which, thou knowcilb. Is more offenlive to Go^, 
than an open fmner. I flrew up an abilra£t of the muf- 
fulman records, and prefented him with the faithful 
poalogy, from Kinael, the fon of the patriarch Ihrahliu, 
down to our holy Prophet. This I did to re^^ify an old 

Fol. III. K 
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inherent error of the Jews, who boaft^ that only the fons 
of Ifaac were true believers. I endeavoured not to pro* 
felyte him by fophiftiy and artifice, but referred him 
for better fatisfaflion to the writings of tlfe^ancidnts. 
I promifed to fumifti him with books of our law, and 
the comments of our holy do£lors. This is impoflible for 
me to perform, whilft I am in this place, unlefs thou, 
who art a guide of thofc who feck the truth, vouchfafeit 
to fccond my zeal. I addrefs to thee, fovereign prelate 
of the faithful, in behalf of a defeendant from the young* 
cr brother of Tfmael, in behalf of one circumcifed, but 
not in the right way ; favour him with thy divkie inftrnc* 
tions, and fupply him with treatifes of light and rcafon. 
A feafonable application may bring this Hebrew into the 
number of the mulTuImans, for he is already difgufied at 
the fynagoguc. 

But if I have prefumed too far, in endeavouring to 
fnatch a foul from the paws of Tagot, correft me in thy 
wlfdom, for 1 am but as an infant before thee. 

Paris, 15th of the ift Moon, of the Year 1648. 


XI.— [TAe of tfjis Letter is wanting in the Ila» 

lian Trar^ationf the original paper being iorn^'\ 

*— — — —All men^s hearts are filled with 

joy, for this profperous news, whilft I mourn for the dlf- 
honour of our arms. Nothing but fad tidings grate my 
cars from thofe parts, and more melancholy prefages pof- 
lefs my foul. Methinks 1 fee thick clouds gathering 
over the impepal city ; my fleep is difturbed with fearful, 
; I ftart in my bed, and, waking, lay my hand 
k>n my fword, as if fome danger were at hand ; drotm 
of tumults and difordersi neighing of horfes and clalhing 
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of arms in the ftreets of Conftantlnople. I pray God a- 
vert the omen. 

^It is reported here» that Ali^ the Sangiac-bey of Lip- 
pa, is takenRprironer, and that his Ton was tormented to 
death bcfSre his face, in a manner peculiar to the inven- 
tion of the inoll barbarous tyrants ; for they caufed (harp 
thorns to be thruil between his nails and his fle/h, which 
creates an intolerable anguifh ; they laid him oil a bed of 
iron fpikes, and poured melted lead, drop by drop, on all 
parts of his fleih ; then they made a fmnll fire, and roail:- 
cd him flovvly to death : if he chanced to groan, or make 
the leaft complaint, in the midft of thofe grievous tor- 
tures, they bid him remember the good priell Sorech, 
who fet him an example of conllancy and courage, in 
that he never died a tear, or fo much as fighed, when he 
was flayed alive. ' 

Thou feeft that revenge is fweet, even to thofe who 
having received no ifijury in their own perfons, yet arc 
touched to the quick with the violence that is done to 
another. This will appear in the humour of the Italians, 
who profecutc their enemies with irreconcileable hatred 
and malice, whole families being often engaged in execut- 
ing the refeiitments of two fiiiglc perfons, who firfl. began 
the quarrel. But much mere forcible is this pailicn in 
thofe who have been notoriuully hurt themfelvcs ; and 
the revenge of a certain captain was extravagant, who, 
being informed tliat his general had debauched his wife, 
took an oppoitunity to finglchim out from all other com- 
pany, ptctendiiig to walk in the fields ; when he Ind him 
there alone, he clapped a piftol to his brjaft, threatening 
to kill him forthwith if ht moved hand or foot. Then he 
upbraided him with what lie had done, inPfuch language 
as convinced the general his life was in extreme dangef^ 
wherelore he humbled liimfelf, and confeffed his crime, 
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of the captain to fpare hislife^ and he would pre- 
fer him forthwith to the beft office in the army, next his 
Own. But the furious Italian would not fell his honour 
fo cheap : He forced him to deny God, anS utter fhany 
blafphemics, in hopes of faving his life ; and w&cn he had 
thus done, the captain faid. Now my revenge Js complete, 
iiiice I fhall fend thee body and foul to the dtvil. With 
that he pillolled him. 

But leaving thefc infidels to their diabolical paffions, I 
am concerned at the captivity of thy brother, if it be true 
which is related here, that he was taken in his return from 
Canea to Conilantinople. It will cod the BalTa of Al- 
giers a thoufand crowns to ranfom him. 

Adieu, Renarba ; and if thou art defirous to raife thy- 
felf, take that method which I have now propofed to 
thee. God be propitious to thy endeavours. 

Paris, 4th of the sd Moon, of the Ycjir 164S. 


XII .— Venerable Mufti. 

Thou wilt fay the Neapolitans arc a rcftlefs people, 
when thou flialt know that there have been no Icfs than 
forty general infurrc6lions in this kingdom, fince its firft 
reparation from the Grecian empire, whereof it was fw- 
mcrly a member ; and that, in the fpace of two years, 
they have had five kings, all of different i^^tions. 

One would have thought, that after the death of Maf- 
faniello, the ring-leader of the late innovation, the popu- 
lar heats would have flackencd, and the people returned 
to their duty ; but the paffionafe defire* of liberty caufed 
^hem to continue in arms, till the confirmation of their 
privileges (hould come from the king of Spain. 
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In the mean time, Don John of Auftrla, who lay be- 
fore the city with a fleet of fifty galleons, played upon 
thpui inccflUiitly with his cannon by lea, and the calilea 
battered tliAi by land. 

Cardins!! Mazaritii, who has the earliell intelligence of 
foreign tranjadioiis, has had a principal hand in foment- 
ing this flame ; for as foon as the news of Maflaniello’s 
death arrived here, he difpatched away couriers to Romes 
with infttu&ions to the French ambafladorat that court, 
requiring him to ufe all pofilble means to chcrifli the tu- 
mults in Naples, and not negled\ fo fair an opportunity of 
reducing tj^at kingdom under the proteAion of France. 

It will not appear flrange, that this great genius (hould 
aim at the conqueft of Naples, when we confider, that 
this kingdom abounds in all manner of riches ; to which 
its fortunate fituation contributes not a little, for it tjes 
in the moil temperate part of the world ; and the inhabu 
tants are not fccond any people of Europe in martial 
courage and bravery. This is a bait which tempts the 
cardinal, who is not ignorant how valiantly the ancefiors 
of the prefent Neapolitans behaved themfelves in the wart 
of Caefdr and Pompey, and thofe between the Romani 
and Carthaginians ; nor are they lefs celebrated for the 
fiout refiftance they made againft the Huns, Goths, and 
Vandals ; fo that this kingdom, were it once brought 
under the French dominion, would prove a nurfery, from 
whence this monarch might draw many thoufiinds of ex* 
cellent folditrs, to ferve him in his wars. 

Cefides, it would be more commodious for him to make 
incurfions from hence into the Pope^s territories, if there 
fhould arife an)** diffcretice between the two courts, as 
there often do, about the rights of the Galilean church, 
the franchifes of the ambalfadors of this crown in Rom^ 
and otlter privileges, to which they pretend. 
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Therefore, the French ambaffador, according to the • 
inftrtt£Uons of Mazarini, font commiflioners to treat pri- 
vately with the people of Naples, offering them two mtl- 
lions of crowns, twenty galleons, with eight-ind-fiftjf gal- 
leys, and other vefTcls : They accepted the propofal, being 
weary of the Spanifh government, and deiirous of novel- 
ty, encouraged alfo by what thofc commiffioncri repre- 
fented to them, concerning the fuccefs of the Englifh, 
who, by Handing on their guard, and ufing that power 
which God and nature had given them, for the defence 
of their lives and liberties, were now, in a manner, be- 
come a free people, having abolifhed the moq^rchy, and 
fet up a commonwealth ; and this they told them was 
Tilfo done by Cardinal Mazarini’s counfels and affillance. 
Now all the cry in Naples was. Let France and the peo- 
ple of England flourifli j and let the faithful Neapolitans 
affert their own liberty. So blind were thefe people, as 
not to confider, that in putting thcmfelvcs under the pro- 
tcdlioii of the French, tliey did but exchange one bon- 
dage for another, it being impoffible for any foreign 
prince to keep this kingdom, and pay all his officers, civil 
and military, together with thofe under their commandsi 
with much lefs charge than the revenues amount to: And 
the French are as good at inventing new taxes, as an); 
court in Europe. 

However, the Neapolitans were enchanted with the 
thoughts of fo much gold, and other affiH|nce offered by 
the French commiffioners, and fwcetened with their fair 
words, and glorious promifes ; fo that they immediately 
fent deputies, to entreat the Duke of Guife, who was then 
at Rome, to come and protect H:hem, in taking on him 
the chief command of their arms. 

‘ This prince, thinking it a generous aftlon to relieve the 
oppreffed, and that at the fame time he Ihould do^ a con- 
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; ftderable fervlce to the king of France, in rendering him 
mafter of this noble and opulent kingdom, went to Na* 
glcs, where at firft he was received with infinite ap« 
plaufe, wa^made their general, took an oath of fidelity 
to the pApIe, did many notable fervices, but was in the 
end betrayed, and fent prifoner to Spain* 

If the generofity and brave refolution of this prince 
has acquired commendation from fome, in attempting to 
refeue thefe people from the tyranny of their governors, 
yet his conduA is called in queftion by others, who fay, 
he difeovered but little prudence in trufting himfelf to the 
Neapolitans, who had already facrlficed two of their gc« 
nerals : l^or, after the death of Maflaniello, they chofc 
another captain, whom they called the Prince of Mafia ; 
this^prince falling under their fufpicion, was beheaded by 
the inconftant people* 

It is certain, that there is little confidence to be put in 
the multitude, whoff pafiions ebb and flow, and are more 
tempeftuous than the fea. Yet a brave and generous 
mind will fhun no dangers to ferve his prince and his 
country, for whom it is a glorious martyrdom to die* 
There is no great undertaking without hazards, and he 
that is afraid to venture his liberty and life in a good 
caufe, is not worthy to bear arms. Had the Duke of 
Gulfe fucceeded, his conquefl of Naples had made him 
viceroy of one of the larged kingdoms in Europe. It is 
faid to be five hundred leagues in circuit, containing 
twelve ainple^provinces ; twenty archbifiiopricks ; bifhop- 
ricks, one hundred twenty*feven ; thirty caflles ; barons, 
cwic thoufand four hundred} earls, fifty-three; forty 
marqiiifics ; th^ty-foui^dukes, and twenty princes. The 
inhabitants of this kingdom are faid to above two mil- 
lions. The ordinary revenues of the king amount 
three millions of crowns yearly, befides the voluntary ^o* 
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Aativea which have been given by the fubjeds of this 
ilate to their kings, within the fpace of forty years, a* 
mounting to twenty^eight millions, and fix hundred thoi^* 
&nd ducats. This kingdom is watered by an kundredand 
fifty rivers, befides ten lakes ftored with all ihanuer of 
fifli ; among which is one cilled Averno, ovqr which if 
any birds fly, they immediately drop down dead. The 
ancient Pagans had ftrange opinions of this lake, it being 
the place where they ufed to facriflee men to the infernal 
gods ; and hard by is the cave of one of the Sibyls. 

There are thirty high mountains in this country, of 
which Adonai relates many ftrange and delightful paf- 
ftgesi (for it is from him I received this account of the 
kingdom). I will not trouble thee with a nepetition of 
all that this Jew tells me, only one thing is worthy of re« 
mark. 

He fays, that the bodies of the three young Hebrews, 
who were put into the burning oven b) the Babylonian mo- 
narch, bccaufe they would not adore his idols, are preferved 
in a mofque on one of thefe mountains ; and that on the 
faid hill, no eggs, flefh, or milk, will endure an hour with- 
out putrefadlion, but prefeutly breed an infinite number of 
worms. He fpeaks in the praife of thefe mountains, 
which arc clothed wuth vineyards, gardens, and woods, 
on the top and Tides $ and in their bottoms have very 
rich mines of gold, filver, copper, iron, cryftal, alabafter, 
and adamant. In fine, Adonai, who has travelled over 
all this kingdom, calls it the fcrlileft region of all Italy, 
which is efteemed the paradife of Europe. 

Doft thou not think now, venerable guide of the ele^, 
that the Duke of Guife had rcafim to prefer the honour 
of conquering foftrenowned a kingdom, to the fafety of 
bli perfon ? Or wilt thou not rather conclude, that the 
reduction of this happy ftate would be an expedition wor- 
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thy of the Ottoman arms ? It is certain, that the riches 
and plenty of this region have tempted more nations to 
invade it, than apy other kingdom on earth ; it having 
beep the piize, at which no lefs than five-and*twenty fe- 
deral nations have aimed. 

Cardinal Mazarini is much troubled at the Duke of 
Guife's captivity, and has oiTered great fums of money 
for liis ranfom ; but the king of Spain rejefts all propo- 
fals of that nature ; fo that it is thought the Cardinal 
will contrive fome way for the duke's efcape, either by 
bribing his kecpci s, or by fome fccrct ftratagem. 

1 am not much concerned for the infidels ; but it would 
be no fmall joy to hear, that fome care were taken for. 
the redemption of Mahomet Ce1ebe» who, thou knoweil, 
has not deferved ill of the Sublime Porte. Adieu, holy 
Patriarch, and forget not Mahmut in thy addrefles tA 
Heaven. * 

Paria, 27tlvof the 3d^oon, of the Year 164S. 


XIII.— To Abdei. Melec Muli Omar, Superintemknt 
of the College of Sciences at Fez. 

f Hou to whom the iiTues of Paradife arc revealed, and 
the road of the angels when they come down and go up 
through the feven heavens ! Thou that canft mar/hal the 
boil of tlie flars, and underftandeft the difcipline of the ar- 
mies living an^ftrong, the orders of the potentates encamp- 
ed in the fields or light, the domeftic guards of the throne 
bleflfcd for ever ; tell me the age of the world, and declare 
the beginning outline : tRcfblve me, whether this mighty 
fabric be but of yefterday, that is, of five or fix thoufand 
years ftanding, as the Jews and Chriftians fay, or wbA 
ther tixe years of its duration be not paft a calcule. 

» 5 
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The vifions of thy progenitor, the lieutenant to the 
fent of God, are extant in the Arabic tongue. In them 
it is written, ** My foul on a fudden became as though 
it had wings ; a fpirit entered me, and a fcbtle wind 
lifted me up to the top of Mount Uriel, whtre I be- 
held marvellous things. I loojeed behind me, and faw 
the ages that were paft ; and lo, they were without 
number, or beginning. I beheld the four feafons of 
the year ever returning at their accuftomed time, and 
the fun forfook not his courfe for a thoufand thoufand 
generations ; I counted a million of ages, and yet there 
appeared not an hour wherein darknefs had poifelTed 
the abyfs of matter, or wherein the endlefs lirmament 
was not illuminated by the moon and ftars. Whilft I 
coniidered thefe things, a liquor was given me to drink 
by an unknown hand ; it was of the colour of amber : 
when I had tailed it, 1 felt a marvellous force in my 
body, and my eyes were more piereing than an eagle’s. 
Another wind, more powerful than the former, blew 
out of a cloud, and carried me up to an exceeding high 
place, far above the talleft mountains ; there I trod in 
the foft air, as on a pavement of marble. I was ravifli- 
cd at thefe things, and the exaltation of my flate made 
me forget my mortality. I beheld the earth at a vaft 
dillance under my feet, as one that did not belong to^ 
it ; it looked like a (hining globe, not much unlike the 
moon, but far bigger. All the living generations which 
had fucceffively inhabited the earth frodl its nativity, 
paffed by me, and they appeared in various forms; 
firft came a race of centaurs, 'then of fatyrs, next of 
angels, and laft of men. Wh^e I ii^rvelled at thefe 
things, a voice^reached my cars, as from behind me, 
.faying, Thefe are the four ages of the world, and the 
four fpccies'of beings, to whom I gave the poffeiGoa 
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of the earth ; but for the impiety of the three former, 
I have exterminated them; and when men ihall have 
completed the meafurc of their fins, I will caufe the 
trumpet ^ found, and all things (hall retire into the 
cave of«fiIence and darknefs. Having heard this, 1 
found myfelf in a moment on the earth, which I had 
before feen afar off ; then 1 knew that I had been in 
a trance,^’ 

Ido not rehearfc this vifion to teach thee any new thing, 
venerable prefident of the foutliern fages (for I know 
the archives of thy college are repleniflied with all manner 
of excellent treatifes, and that thou art no ftranger to the 
writings 8f the prophets), but to crave thy interpretation 
of fo great a myffery, and to reafon with thee about the 
world’s duration. My fatisfadion would be fmall, in con* 
templating the various beauties of the univerfe, the quali* 
ties of tlie elements, the natutes of living things, the vir* 
tues of plants and minerals, with the force of the heaven* 
ly bodies, were I affured that thefc things were not al* 
ways f >. Tliat thought would damp my greatcll enjoy* 
ments, if I were convinced, that fo many fplendours, riches, 
and pleafures, as this vifible frame affords, were not dif* 
clofed for millions of ages, but lay hid in the bofom of 
eternity. Methinks, it is too low an opinion of the om- 
nipotent goodiiefs, and looks as if the authors of it fu£- 
pefled God of envy ; who, when he might iiave made in- 
finite myriads of crcatiire-s happy, in thefe vifible emana- 
tions of his d#i'inity, without either beginning or ending 
of time, yet, according to their do&rine, contented him- 
lelf to let only a determinate number tafte of his munifi- 
ceucc for a fcw^centuri^s of years. This is not fuitablc 
to the charaftcr of that infinite Being, jhe eternal fourcc 
of all perfedions* 
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Whst then is meant by thofe four ages, and the four 
%>ecies of beings, which were fliowed to the exalted of 
God in that holy viiion ^ Tell me, great light of Africk, 
is it repugnant to reafon or faith, to belief, that ^he 
earth has been inhabited from eternity, fince iiur holy 
dolors teach us, that it was peopled long before the 
creation of Adam ? No muiTiilman, that has ever gone 
the facred pilgrimage, but has viQtcd Mount Ataffa, 
where Adam fird faw Kve his wjfc ; whtre he has been 
inilru<Sled in the hiilory of that firll father of mankind ; 
and hoiv, that before hib tin;c, the earth was inhabited by 
angels, who being ca^mmandcci to adoic Adam, refufed 
it, and were turned to devils, being expelled liom the 
earth. Thou kno\^o^l, moreover, that it is in the fucred 
traditions, that God give to Adam a wife, whofe name 
was A'ileth, but that fhc being ol the race of thofe* devils, 
refufed to obey Adam ; whe'acc it came to pafi, that 
they lived in continual quarrel and enmity for the Ipace 
of five bundled ycais, till at length Alileth flew up int.> 
the air, and abandoned her huiband ; of vvliicli, when 
Adam complained to God, he feiit three mighty angclt 
in purfust of her, commanding them to tell her, that if 
j(be would return to her huiband, it Ihould go well with 
her, but if (he would not, an hundred of her children 
Jiould die every day. The angels followed her, and over- ' 
took her on the Red-fea, where they threatened to drown 
her, unlefs (he would return to her huiband; but (he 
made excufes, and told them, (he was creaked to defttoy 
young child] en. Then die angels hud hands on her, when 
(he# to pacify them, fwore by the bottom of hell, that 
irbenfoever the names of them tl^ree (hoi^d be written oa 
any fchedule, thjt (he (hould have no power to hurt the 
iktfantSi they difmilTed her. After this, God compadion* 
iting Adam's iblitude, gave him another wife, called* £vr.' 
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This tradition coafirms the viiion of the prophet ; and 
we need not doubt, that the cartii was inhabited before 
Adam’s time ; and it th it be granted, why might it not 
l:)e people^ tor million.s of ages, as well as for the fmallcft 
term thait ignorance or error may ailign to its duration ? 

I have difcourfcd with fevcral of the Jcwi(h rabbis and 
Chrlllian dodors on this fubjed, men of ubflrufe learn- 
ing and fublime thoughts, yet 1 can find but a few who 
are emancipated from the prejudices of a fupeiiliuous 
cdacatlo.i : They have been, fro n tiic’r infancy, prepof- 
fefied with a fali'e notion of tlue works of God, believing 
them to-be iinitc, both in extent of fpaco and time ; they 
clrciimrdtlbe this vifible world within 1 know not what 
darning ciicle, and believe the bill matter itfelf to be but 
five days older than Adam, taking each of thofe days for 
the fpace of four-and.twcnty hours, wherein the fuij fi- 
nidics his diurnal circuit through the heavens. 1‘hey 
conlidet not, that, •according to ihtir own Bible, there 
was light and darknefs, and confcquciuly day and night, 
before the lun waj create J ; hut how long thofe days and 
nights vveic, is not detci mined by Mofes ; yet in another 
part of their Bible, it is faid, that a day with God is a 
thoufdnd years, and a thoufand years is a day ; fo that, 
according to this iriterpreUtion, Adam was not created 
till above five thoufand years after the beginning of the 
world. Yet when I bring this pofitive place of their own 
Xcripture againit the Nazarciie fages, they flmffle it off 
with empty Nations, and rather than bc’icvc the indefinite 
antiquity of the world, they contradift their own fenfe 
and rcafon, invalidate the teftimony of a prophet, deny' 
their faith, anc^appearjanmaficed infidels. 

Both they and the Jews have corru{|fed the truth with 
many errors, and we muft feeh farther, for the origiial 
fisicilce of nature^ The illumiaated of God have always 
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^ taughti that the earth was inhabited long before the ap» 
pearance of Adam ; and all the Eaftern fages believe a fe* 
ries of generations to have dwelt on this globe for iude* 
termin«ite ages. ^ 

I have a brother lately come from the Indies a He re* 
lateb ftrange things of certain books, which arc only in 
the hands of the Bramins. They are written in a Ian* 
guage which none iiiid«.r(land but thefe priefts, yet a lan« 
guage as copious as any other, and taught in their col- 
leges by rule. Thefe books contain a hiftory of the 
world, which, they fay, is above thirty millions of year^ 
old. They divide tlic term of its duration into four 
ages ; three of which, they fay, are already pSft, and a 
good part of the fourth. Now 1 would fain know, who 
wrote thefe books, and at what time, and where this lan- 
guage was fpoken. They call it the holy language, fay- 
i ig, that it was the firll fpoken on earth. It is firange, 
that no hiftory (liould mention fo dit ine a fpeech. We 
have the chronology of the Latin and Greek, and can 
give an account when and where they were fpoken, lliougb 
they arc now grown obihletc, and no etherwife to be 
learned but in the fchools and academies. This argues 
the antiquity of the Bramins language and books, in re- 
gard they fall not within any other record, fave iheir 
own, which fays, they arc as old as the world : For If 
this aflertion were falfe, the impofture would have been 
difeovered as foon as bi cached, and the learned fages of 
the Eaft would quickly have difproved fo ftianifeft a lie. 

* There feems to me fomething extraordinary in this pre- 
tenlion of thefe Indian philofophers, and 1 would gladly 
be convinced of the truth. Metjjiinks i^is an illnftrioiiF 
idea of the divinej)erfeftion3, when one conceives all this 
vaft and endlefs concatenation of beings to flow from the 
eternal nature, as rays from the fun ; and that they can 
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no more be feparated from it, than thofe beams can from 
that viiible fountain of light. It will not be difficult then 
to interpret thejbiilory of Mofes by this regiiler of the 
Bramins, Apd reconcile the fix days of the one with the 
four agcS of the other, fince a day, in the divine fenfe, 
may amount to millions of years, as well as to a thoufand. 
And it wDl be more congruous and agreeable to believe, 
that after the birth of the firll matter, there dapfed many 
ages, before it was wrought Into fucli an infinite variety 
of appearances as we now behold ; and that the five days 
which Mofes computes before the produAion of Adam, 
might be fome millions of years, in which time the di« 
vine Ar^iteft gradually drew from the abyfs of matter, 
the fun, moon, liars, plants, and animals ; which may 
ferve alfo to illuilrate the viiion of the holy anceltor, with 
which I began this difeourfe. ^ 

Adieu, fublime intelligence of the torrid rone, and fa« 
vour Mahmut with m tranfeript of thy thoughts concern- 
ing thefc things. But if tliy filence fliall condemn my 
prefumptions and impoituniiy, I will wait for thy anfwer 
till the Platonic year, when, according to the dodlrine 
of that phllofopher, we (hall all be alive again. 

Paris, 19th of the 4th Moon, of the Year 1648. 


XIV .—- the Mufti. 

In a fornxer^ifpatch to tl\y fandlity, 1 have acquainted 
thee with the infune&ions in Palermo, mentioning the 
fear of the viceroy, left* the French in that ifland fliould* 
then take the^ opportunity to revenge the proverbial 
cruelty of the Sicilian Vefpers. If thou art unacquaint- 
ed vdth that tragedy, I will inform tliee in brief. 
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About three hundred and tfareefcorc years ago, there 
reigned in Sicily one of the royal blood of France, they 
call him Chailes of Anjou. He had French garrifons ill 
all the cities of that kingdom ; but thefe foMiers com- 
mitted fo many infolencics as rendered them ocaous and 
infupportablc to the natives, who therefore refolred to 
esterminate them. 

The French are very licentious in their conquefts, nei- 
ther fparing men in their anger, nor women in their lull ; 
they make no difi'erenLC between the noble and the vul- 
gar, but facrificc all tlic regards of honour and civiUty to 
(heir impetuous appetites. 

They were guilty of innumeiable rapes and violences 
in S'ciiy, among the meaner people, and fometimes ex- 
tended their rudenefs to perfons of the beft quality. It 
was common for them to affront both virgins and matrons 
as they went along the ftrects, by thruffing their Lands 
under their garments, under pretcr^'e of fcarching for 
hidden arms. Among the reft, the wife of a certain lord 
in Palenno, going to pay her devotions at the temple, 
was feized by the command of the captain of the guards, 
and fitipped naked before all the foldiers, in order to dif- 
Cover certain treafonable papers, which they fufpedled (he 
carried about her ; but finding none, fhe upbraided the 
captain with inhumanity in offering fo grofs an affront to 
a lady of her rank : He, feeming to be forry fur the in- 
dignity fhc. had received, begged her pardon, and retiring 
with his foldiers out of the room where fli^was, left her 
to put on her apparel. In the mean while, he was en- 
flamed with a furious paiGon for this lady ((he being very 
beautiful), aud having fent the foldiers away, he returned 
to the '‘oom wherf Ihe was : He addrelTed her with muchr 
ccuitlhip, but fiu^ng that ineffc&ual, be forced her*. 
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^ When this was made known to her hufl>and| he burn- 
ed with deiire of revenge ; and, ftirring up all the Sicili- 
an nobles and people, it was privately agreed between 
them, that ^n a certain feftival, when the bells ihould toll 
to even-fong, all the Sicilians ihould take arms, and maf- 
facre the French throughout the ifland. This plot was 
earricd fo fecretly, that before the French could get the 
kaft intimation of it, they were all murdered on the day 
appointed. 

I forgot to acquaint thee in my laft, with a villany 
which was difcovered in the late tumults of Naples. Aa 
they wcre^arcliing up and down the ftreets, burning the 
euftom-houfes, and the habitations of thofe who had been 
Ooncemed in gathering the taxes, they entered the houfe 
of a certain notary, or public fcribe of that city, who had 
been reprefented to them as a promoter of thofe unrea* 
fonable impofitiotis : They feized on the man, and began 
to carry his goods out into the ftreet, in order to be 
burnt; but as they were rummaging in an apartment 
which was toward the gardens, they heard a great ikriek- 
ing, as of women affriglited ; and perceiving the voice to 
proceed from within a wall in the room where they were, 
they fearched about for a door to enter into that place, 
but finding none, they broke through the wall ; where 
they found two women with their hair hanging down to 
their ancles, and their nails g^own like the talons of an 
eagle. Inquirgig of them how long they had been there, 
and on what occafion, the eldefl of the women made this 
anfwer: Tbemafter of tlus houfe is my own brother, 
who, when my father died, was entfufted by him to pay 
me fix hundred dlicata, which he bequeathed me as a le- 
gacy for my maintenance, my hufbancl being dead ; but, 
my brother, inftead of doing me this judice, immured 
both ig^andmy daughter, whom you fee here, between 
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theft walls, where we have lived thefe fevcnteen years^ 
being allowed by this cruel man no other food but bread 
and water.” ^ 

The people, incenfed above meafure at fo {Sarbarous a 
cruelty, hanged up the notary, and gave all hi eftate to 
this widow and her daughter; an exemplary piece of 
jullice, performed by mutineers, which could not have 
been done by the law, the crime not reaching his life, 
though, in the fenfe of all men, he merited death. Thia 
is another argument, that dciliny had a hand in this in* 
furreAion, and that MalTaniello the iilherman was the 
executioner of God. 

I obey thee, fovereign prelate, with an nnconditional 
devotion, and revere the idea of thy fanfiity ; Vouchfafe 
to pray for Mahmut, that whilft he condemns the barba* 
rous cruelties of the Nazarenes, he may not render him* 
ftif inexcufable, by doing any injuftice himfelf. 

Paris of the 5th Moon, of the Year 1648* 


XV.— To tic Kaimacham. 

The Arabian proverb fays, There is more danger to be 
feared from one of the Coreis, than from a thoufand Bo- 
becks.’^ Thou knoweft, both thefe were noble families 
in Mecca, and fworn enemies of the melTenger of God; 
but the Litter, as their name imports, were too open in 
their councils to do any coniidcrable execution againft the 
holy one ; whereas the former were always referved, and 
laying of fecrct trains. 

Such is Cardinal Mazarini, the hidden enemy of the 
Ottoman empire. There feems to be an ambition in this 
.f;reat genius, equal to that of his predeceflbr Richlieu» 
who would be cileemed the mod eminent amoasc men. 
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Nothing will fatisfy this mlnifter lefs than a fubyerfion of 
all the monarchies on earthy which appear obftacles of 
that grandeur t» which he defigns to raife his mafter» 
Yet he at^mpts not this by open force> knowing that it 
, is impnS^icablc, but ads in the dark, driving to under- 
mine thofe dates by intriguci which he cannot fubdue by 
arms. He has his agents in all the courts of Chriden- 
dom ; and thou needed not dartle if I telUheCi there is 
ground to fufped he is not without his creatures at the 
Subh'me Poite. All Europe is fenfible, that the late re- 
'volutions in Portugal and Catalonia, the infurredlons in 
Sicily an^ Naples, and the rebellion of the Englidi, Scots, 
and Irlih, are in part owing to the policies of this mini* 
ftcr ; and 1 can tell thee more on that fubjed than ia 
known to every one. 

Ofmin the dwarf, who dill retains his good inclinations 
to the Sublime Porte, finds an unfufpeded accefs to all 
the grandees, to whom the fmallnefs of his bulk and da- 
ture affords no fmall divertifement. Befides, they delight 
to pofe him with problems, in regard there is always fome* 
thing fo lucky, befides the wit, in his anfwers, as either 
creates admiration or laughter. But their mirth would 
quickly be changed into other palfions, were they fenfible 
that their little buffoon is no other than a fpy upon them : 
For Ofmin, having fo many opportunities, lurks in cor- 
ners, like a fpider, undifeovered, and iinthought of ; he 
creeps into th^ir bed-chambers and cabinets, where he be- 
comes privy to their greated fecrcts : If they (hould catch 
him in any of his concealments, behind the hangings, or 
under a bed, it would only pafs for a frolic to give them* 
diverfion ; and lie nevcr«wants for a repartee, or a jed, to 
bring himfelf off. • 

, I lyive taught him a cypher, which he makes ufe of t& 
tranfgj)>e any letters, or other papers of moment, with 
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eharaders for fpeedy writing, which comprehend whole' 
fentences in a dafh or two of the pen. 

It » but lately we have pitched on Chis method, and 
the firft attempt Ofmin made, was in Cardinal^Mazarini’s 
clofet, into which he flipped, under the fkirt of a noble- 
man’s cloak, who juft then went in to fpeak with the 
cardinal. This adtive dwaif, taking advantage of the no- 
Meman^s approach to the table, dcxteroufly crept iin<* 
der the carpet which covered it, reaching down to the 
floor, where he lay unfeen till the cardinal was gone, and 
the clofet locked up. 

During the time of their conference, which was not 
very long, Ofmin heard the cardinal fpeak thefe words to 
the lord : One of the Haves of that bafla (fays he) is 
an Italian, whom I formerly enteitained in my fervice, 
and one in whom I confide ; he was taken by the Turks 
at fell, and as foon as lie was fold to this grandee, he ac- 
quainted me, in a letter, with bis condition, impbring my 
affiftance towards his ranfom* I promifed to redeem him, 
on the conditions 1 have told you ; and fince that, he has 
not failed to perform them ; his mailer having accepted 
the piftols, and entered into the aflbeiation ; fo that I 
hope in a little time to liec that proud tyrannical race ex- 
terminated, the Tartars excluded from fuccefiion, and the 
empire divided by the fword of ftrangers. Ragotlki k 
the only obftacle ; that prince is wavering, and we can- 
not truft him. The baila of Aleppo, with tbofe of Si- 
don, Damafeus, and Bab) Ion, are ready to cover the 
fields of Afia with their armies. If things were as fe- 
eure on the fide of Europe, the blow (hould foon be 
given.” '' o 

There palTed fbme other difeourfe between them, which 
^fmiii could not chilinguii^ in regard they removed to 
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the window^ and fpoke low ; but this was enough to 
roufe his curioiity’t and put him on a farther inquifttion. 

• As foon as the room was void by their abfeace, he 
name fortl^from his retirement, and fell to examining the 
papers vAiich lay on the tabic, hoping to difcover more 
of tills plot ; but he was difappointed, and only met with 
a few letters from his agents in England ; wherein, a« 
mong other matters, they gave the cardind an account 
that they had hunted the lion into the toils, pad all hopes 
•f an efcape ; by which, I fuppofe, they meant tlie Eng* 
lifli king, whom the rebels have confined to a certain caf- 
tle in tli^r polTeflion. Ofmin tranferibed fome of thefe 
letters, and brought them to me. A copy of one of 
them 1 here fend thee enclofed ; it was written from the 
council of the Iriih rebels ; by which thou mayed fee, 
what a (hare the cardinal has in abetting thefe traifjors, 
clfe how could they demand of him the performance of 
the Queen Regent’s^promife to afiid them with money 
and men ? 

There is one alfo, dated this prefent year, and fubferib- 
cd by Monfieur Dcllieure, the French ainbaiTador in £ng« 
land ; but Ofmin had not time to tranferibe that, being 
prevented by the cardlnal^s return, which made the dwarf 
^ fnatch up his tools, and abfcoiid under the table ; yet he 
remembered fome of the contents of that letter, and told 
them me at his next vifit. The ambaflador in that letter, 
informs the cardinal of a certain German prophet, who 
foretold, “ T^iat there (hould be a great revo1ution«'in 
the goverment of England, and that one of the mightied 
of all the Eadern princes (hould be depofed this year, and* 
murdered by his fubjedls.*’ 1 pray Heaven, avert the 
omen from the feraglio ! He acquaints this mJnider alfo, 
fhat he had fucceeded in his negotiation with the officers 
of th^jiybels army. There were other obfeure pallages 
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in the letteri which Ofmin has forgot ; but thcfe are fuf- 
ficient to demonftrate how bufy the cardinal is| and what 
a hand he has in foreign affairs. 1 

Another opportunity, I hope, will bring to^ light more 
of this minifter’s fecrets. Adieu. 

Faris, 4th of the 6th Moon, of the Year 164S. 


XVI.— To Pebteli Hali, hU Brother* 

HThe oftener 1 perufe the journal of thy travels, the more 
I am delighted with it ; for it is evident, that^the coun- 
tries through which thou hall paffed, have been as fo 
many fchools of wiTdom to thee, wherein thou hail learn- 
ed, even from men’s vices, the way to perfection ; much 
more from their virtues. Thou hall found, that though 
men’s natural difpofitions differ, as do the climates which 
afford them breath, yet they all agr^e in common frailties. 
There are alfo vices peculiar to certain countties ; it were 
to be wilhed they could be matched with as many na- 
tional virtues. But human nature is a rank foil, more 
fertile in weeds than wholefome prodiiCls $ yet there are 
gardens, as well as defarts ; and thou hall obferved fume 
perfons, illuftrious for their goodnefs, and the noble en- 
dowments of their minds. 

I am extremely pleafed with that rare example of ge- 
nerolity which thou related of an Indian merchant, who, 
not content to give alms to all that alkediiim, or whom 
he knew to be poor, fought daily occafions to exercife his 
charity, hunted out the indigent and unfortunate, and 
wherever he difeovered the liiv:ament!b of poveity in a 
man’s face, or luraced footfteps of it in his behaviour, he 
*could not reft till he had relieved his wants, and made 
him happy to his very wlihes. 1 tell thee, povcity is a 
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’^hell upon earthi and he that has this curfew anticipalea 
the torments of the damned : It cclipfes the brighteft 
nirtuesy and is the veiy fepulchre ofbrave defignSf deprive 
ingamanVthe means to accompliih what nature has 
fitted hinf for, and ftifling the noblelt thoughts in their 
embryo. How many illuftrious fouls may be faid to have 
been dead among the living, or buried alive in the obfeu- 
rlty of their condition, whofe perfedions have rendered 
them the darlings of. Providence, and companions of an* 
gels 1 yet the infuperable penury of all things, has rank* 
ed them among the caft-aways of the earth, in the eyes 
of men. ^ To fuch as thefe our divine lawgiver com- 
mands us to extend our charity, giving us certain charac* 
ters and marks, by which we may dillinguiih them from 
the crowd of the unfortunate. And I like the Indian’s 
bounty the better, in that he fo exadly feems to comply 
with this precept of the Alcoran, generoufly preventing 
the requefts of the indigent, and by an excefs of benignity, 
courting them to accept of relief. In this he alfo veri- 
fies the Arabian proverb, which fays, ** He gives double, 
who gives unafked.” 

Thou commendeft the induftry of the Chinefe, the ad- 
vances they have made in arts and fciences, which, thou 
^ concluded, is to be attributed to the force of their laws, 
which oblige the fon to follow his father’s trade, through- 
out all generations. In this I mull dilTent ; for it feems 
rather a curb than a fpur to ingenuity, to be confined to 
employments for which a man may have an averfion ; the 
foil not feldom abhorring thofe things wherein his parents 
took deUght : Or, if not fo, yet he may be call in a finer 
mould, have a iflore fubtle invention, and confequcntly be 
capable of making greater improvement in any trade of 
}iis o\^ choice ; lince delight fets an edge on the mind, 
giveui?^^^ body, and adds wings to bufinefs. Be- 
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fidc8, 1 db not think thk to be fo mvcb tlqr'owa T€wk§\ 
08 the infinuation of fonie of that country;, vho ore the 
mod conceited people in the world ; ever extolling tl^ir 
«wn policy, lawa, and government, and tmpoCng them aa 
m pattern to all other nations* • * 

. One thing I grant they boall of with a great deal of 
truth, that is, their antiquity and unmixed race ; though* 
£nce the conqiaeft the Tartars have made of that country, 
•they are like to undergo the fate of otlier nations, and 
eormpt their genealogies with die blood of ftrangers* 

Thou earned away before that conqued was begun, or, 
perhaps, before it was talked of ; and I can give thee^ but 
a very imperfeft account of it. AU the intelligence we 
have from that kingdom of late, comes in fragments ; for 
the (hips vdiich bring this (battered news left China in an 
uproar and eonfufion ; only they aifure us, diat the Tar- . 
tars had palTed the celebrated waB which divides them 
from China ; that they entered and tubdued the Northern 
provinces, with an army of fix hundred tbou&nd men ; 
that very little refidance was made againd them, not even 
in Pekin itfelf, the capital feat of the Cbinefe empire, 
which the ufurper Lycungz had abandoned to the con- 
querors, carrying away with him aU the inedimable trea- 
fures of the palace, and, retiring into one of the remote 
provinces, was never heard of afterwards ; whence it was 
judged* that fome of his own party had murdered him, 
pnrdy for the fake of his prodigious wealth, which they 
(hared among them, and partly to revenge his treafon a- 
gaind the emperor, and the innunoienibie calamities be had 
brought upon his countiy. 

Before thefe merchants camecaway, Sbe Cham of Tar- 
tary was proclAmed in Pekin, and crowned Emperor of 
t^hina* They fay, he was not above thirteen years old 
at that time, which was in the laSi'niCKon iS^t year 
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• mihji4k«MNIIMMlNltt^1*(*e 

tlMlt«n{An 4 by wiiH^ 

qftlly npimm tittt fee>itf<u|||'tjf wd*Clritttftt •diB te 
Him iH i mii M i i ' f W ttlWft m «f tentgett. ^ ' '*<tC 

^0$iMggk Me iedt Bbirtke o^pMIh^bP im;]^ 

^ county wbtfc they dwcHi nioft rtnomMed Mn^ 
dpm« and.eiapiifli i»^ had tliftr feuddatioM 

had by vagabrnda and fugitiaaa. TbwW»* M a d i^phii^ 
Imaaaic an fMwuxfcaniiciMt ilMtMM|^lW(NMrdb|^ 
Ada» dWnea* Md tmopt yet 
qdkd a be W Mwd mdWat itfna, the OoaeMafrdTtiiamHldl^ 
Earth* waa iMbvStdiy a hioidfid of batidbti, peopfe MM 
laati by piliage and nbbery* the oKt^tMWnd fettMfjf 
Italy, afeaUed toitrthar Mm d^anrt*{MM, dadef iw 
floada# ad Ranralui VUNbartt.^ IfeWifer h a dlNri M t^ 
paeaddMiy better ttea « fni^idahrata diem 8iid>th<ii' did 
ligaa*. had they aaay bf a ttiMIgm tmI ttM Mt 
dai Sabnie womefe, and fo fecatml to tEramfebet a poftda 
rby, who ihbald not only dtEUly but aidai^ iteiiM* 
miniana of their lathers : Yet thefe pe oph^m f fi> dMbAia 
dad ^Miioled an original, idterasrds boaftedof the aAtb 
^laty and noble dikent of their fiinuliea. No diiiW nttM 
veaenUo* iiCfacceeding rgea,’ than- that of a EttlAu * 
'Jut look no further than the gi a n t and fona^Uo ena^. 
pM of the Ofimna, tre ftiall dad it took its drft nfe SetriHf 
coloniea of araal|daiited'8eythistt0| fe dtat he srho irauld 
hare the geaealogy of a Vwk, asnft net look hi the wgt* 
flaas>of dSseece, arhera daey now fire, bat oiidfc carry his 


feairdi beyond the moontau Otftmafiis; eatanoe the hot- 
dere of Mua Maodg^or boat Ml pdligRe ont in Chen** 
fonefu^ ^^IWial!**iror 5 Kitfena Bara int happened in Afia 

;v. fll. 





and Afric/ finbe the adaption '8f <£rDd , 

into paradife ? Wher^’fffall we^^iiow fihd’ lAiiy <# 

the ancient Saracens or Mamelafceil^Tlie mfi^hty 

the Ottonrtnns has fwalldVcd tfp^lUl. ' ThVia na- 
tion expels another, tind there h fo general a mixture bf 
foreign blood, made by¥£he converfion of innum^mble 
different nation*; to the mufliilman faith, that fl ia hard ’to 
know, whether our anceftors wef'^t Scythians or P^ffiaHs* 
Jews or Grecians, whether they wert of the mountains 
or the valleys, of^he foreftskor the plains. 

In this I \\itl except my 'connttynien, tlic Arabians, 
.and thofc who feem to approach nedreft -tlTeYn ki manner 
of life, the Tartars ; the one dwehfng irf tents, the other 
In waggons ; both in a moving poftur^J '1)ofh happy in 
this, that they are not confined to the rigours of a cold 
winter, nor the fcorching heats of the fummer, but 
change their foil and* climate as the feafon of the year 
varies ; thus,' ever lecurihg to themfclvc?, in all places, 
either a blooming flowery fpring, or a model ate and fruit- 
ful autumn. Thefe were never '^fubdued, nor cs^clled 
thofe regio’fts wherein they take delight, neither would 
they ever mix wirli Ifrflhgcrs : But the Chinefc would 
excel all the world, in the purity of their unmixed blood, 
were it not for the incurfic'ns of their potent- and’ viftori- 

Ous ncirrhbours. 

* * • 

The' fVench (ay, that thefe people liad th^ ufc of guas 
and printing many hundreds of years before they^tveie 
found out in Kurope ; but the Germans cRiim the honour 
t?f th^fe inventions to thcmfelvcs. 

Thou confinfieft the opinion of tlie former, in telling 
me, thou hall feen fomc of the cannonJselonging’xo the 
city of Pequin,** on which was engraven, in Chinefe clia- 
raflers, a regiftcr of their age, which was above two 
thoufand years. ^ 
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edi£U, >ci^g bio oncproces 

ta/efbim the cowtHiKf phiy,^«.|it4«giog<|cs .with /heir 
fovf reign. 0» tbt^otUer fidfy^Cldtdkifil Mafl^«^iwi> 
Dnke.of Orlea»s,-<9ii4^ otb^, tl^ir 

endeavours to diiTolvei^l^^tiKjSi^'i^^f ^is fenatb:. They 
pir&aie^ thrr.ypUflg but ^^.precar^us 

reigay wlicrel;b4f jovi^r^ign be cutbed by bis fub- 

jefiai Thus ihey y6ar;9> tholS^xn^x- 

imiby whieb they.>4ii^ Ji^v^ bb^ he comes 

of age. ; . . - *, .A 

.TVrefiSja ni„tb$ ptjiMrfhwbwbpip th$y call Mon- 
fixrur of tb^v^^at p4mA&llora> a bitter ene^ 

fay^of .Caii4larf?|ia?E«i^>, aff4 tbcreiFbre ^rjfed up by.jbc 
people for a patriPte::!^ la ^pf.,^.^fuviou8 temper^ and 
mean abilities } b^oio^fy^aeal W tbiS.. public liberty 
has fa(l;en.e4tQ ibiti) thc^iij^garj he become.the 
leader of .the fedJtioui., ,» ^ 

IpiAnjjias jbi^ed 

templCf wb/?re Xc Deuip lyaa ,<i(u^g 
late viilc^ry ia opiuioiu that 

i^was.this happy upws^,}^ich cixtbpldcued the court ,tpt 
fiiatch frpm tlie peopJiortli^ir4ading> tbeif idoh the maa , 
f|i(mi vdipie cov;Tage;tli<3^ 1^pe£i a redccil^^pf all their 
grievances.^ Jiidced^ one may fay» It wo^iU feein fa^pr 
for a traveller in the defarts of Arabia^ to tear from a 
J&mefs jjci;: yo^pg^pne ; for the heads of the fadVou waitr 
ed but for fuch an opportunity to fet all in a flame ; Aisd 
the ill fuccefa. of the couinr in this adUon, Vpiqws that it 
^0 provoke 4ie multitude ; for prcfeutly. we 
were all iu confuiion, the burgCrfles in arms, tlie ihops 
ihpt jtp, the flreois chained, auej^ all th^ avenues of the 
^pplnce barricadond ; the rabble 'marched up and down 
tStd ftrects^ threatening dcitrudlion to Csirdinal Mhzarini^ 
and tdh^is^party^ the parliameut wereibreed to b^co'i.t; 







of pco^ei lJ»eir,petitiojifl5?{dy 

•fathW fhdr ciwffmifi^s, to .tlic 5iS«urti^*fe*iig threatened 
atfo, iT the^aikd'df fo^fs ; fot tha^ pa^eted vnan^ 
mc^ily, t^t they iurbtlld ^idlf^lay thw^tma^ .^tinlil 
th‘ir ftnpi?foTi^d coUrifcUdr ^ad’telttifed^ o‘ v-. • 

The qUeen appeared af*£frft*iaenornhla^{ai»il *fedt thefe 
li^atdra away i^kh dSfiiiaf^id 4ibf&|{V>li^Sfbibg them 
their new honoan iff hdlng iukdn thi partdtofi'thc 'ial> 
ble^ and the ySuhg fridharrnhr^iiiddhftd’ to- naiir© 

royalty thus profaned by his fubje£ks» bent has brow4» and 
cafting' a look^' divided’ (ffiigiei^^ and^ difdahsii^ bn 
the fenJijNorS, ajttiwW'thcfit ttord^ Sies!- It aV; 
ways be' a ctiftdm thW'^tp %iolc#*’tfcc ^mii^tky- of youir 
kings ? Or, do'ydtf think odr tender' yehrs ineapabW oC 
the comitodto iferfd otblr mnrtald, ttAt yod prefttrde 
tltui infcdciitiytiJ thVside 'bdifsiight? ./^uf6' 
tltude, nor make thefn. an wmbrage^-te yfftie^feioliiti' 
kno^ iht ambr^\^mk ^nll^&id a time 

ter makfc them ofiny^Spleafunt. . ^hink 

not’ thAr 1 weisi^ tlifs'i^^ eta^4yr of ndfwdt* (laying Im 
hkiid fiercely od' the hlood of my rt^ 

Downed anceftoii is gtcKva^egcficnffij br td^iftd to' leeo 
witbfit diy veins. Oo,'tcHy 0 wt^<»ftfiSttintomrltdfeBi there' 
fits this day dpoD the ^ throne 'bf ktngi whb^ 

though he' is yotlng, yet^has a;fptrit'1ind meihofy^ wluc^ 
wik otitUft 'his p'u]pk^^'*’ ' With thht'^fie 
iheA out lS^^Kis fi^htl * ^ ‘ vX ' ' - 

Yet, notwHlifiranding^^AiV,’ t?he' peoplb'thibatened lir 
bring their darling VLvrdy hy toMe, if he were nof'rdehfcd 
in two hours; ^ ^ y^.„ /ji? 

There were 'al^vc an l^ndied fhbbiaftd'hF’ihe^ kiarniiiE^ 
^n'd It tniglit have pre ved a dangerous^ jbfdrrt^fin $ 'htIfF . 
the qui^n, at the feccinJ return nf 3the'lfittat(^3f''heark£jtl^ 
ing to'^ic advice'bf M&ydnni, and the Buke of Oileaffi^ 
- . * »- 3 
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and remcmbethig the^atc dieadful effcAs of MalCinr^lo^s 
tumult in Naples, releafcd the prifoner, \vho was /con* 
dtt£lc4 borpe^Jaft night in triumph, by &.ii infinite ciov^d 
of peopk» who filled the air with ihouts anh acclama- 
tions. « ^ 

It is difcourfi;d here, that the Prince of Conde will 
fpeedily return to Paris, Itom whom both the court and 
the fadioti promile themielves new grounds of triumph. 

During thefe commotions, Mahmut fails not to ad his 
part, being at no fmall cxpencc to maintain a ccitain 
Djumber of ftrangers, whofe whole dependence is on me : 
Thefe I inllrud to mix themfelvea with the rabble, to in- 
finuate into them hateful aptioiis of Cardinal Mazaiini 
and the court : They buzz up and down the city like 
flics in this hot (eafon, and flings the multitude to fury 
with their flories. 1 fpfire no coft^|co pioeure the cjzrdi- 
naPf ruin : That pernicious wit ppmes not flioit of his 
predeqeiToj; Richlitu, being as a($ive in embioiling fo- 
reign ; witnefs tl^ revolutions of Portugal, Catalo- 
nia, England, and Naples, iK(in all^^hich lie had a princi- 
pal hand) and is c\cr projediiig how to aggrandize his 
maftet* And the luuver^ fuccefs of the French arms in 
Germany, ^Flandei^^ Itjaly, and Spain, has left him no- 
thing wort^ % thought, but the deilrudion of the Ofman 
empire. 

Eliachw brings me news cvpy hour how my myrmi. 
dons fueceed; for ads abroad in the ftucts, white I 
keep my chambei, during the tumult^ bciflg of Dcmol- 
tfaencs’s miadf who, when the Atlicnuir wtic in an up- 
roar^ took fauduhiy in the temple of Pallas, and iio- 
Aiatiiig himfetf helbte the altar ^>f the (^uddcis, uttcud 
thefe woids^r ** P Pallas, 1 fly to thee foi pioUidion ; 
defcad me from, igoorance, enyy, smd inconitancy \ foi 
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1 l^i\c Lot^ihw {(.ciety^of tke owk the di agon; aPdthe 
pto^’e.” ^ 

Ya, v^hetliu in my;xhamber iOr abroad, be amiittL 
lUullfioii^l^icrccl of tlirimpuidl efty^ tliat Mlhmtit di- 
vide lo%ttmc bet^tu the vows tie makes, ^khd'flic'fcrvl- 
ccs he. docs foi tlie Grand Signlor* 
pans, 3d of the 9th SfoQQy of the Year ^^4^* 

;#* , 1 iirr*'7rr 
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X^HiB court is now In moaming fi>r*the death" Uladl- 
(Idus, late king o^^I^olahd $ Whilil the pdlhldiSns are can- 
vafling the next elcdion. Thofe who fide With the Honfe 
of Auftna favoui the fuccefiidh of pifnee Charles ; but 
^hc Flinch aie Ibi 'Cafiiftifi their former prifoner. 

The Dttkc of Bavana U sfto dead. They fay he died 
of grief to fee hib ^ouiiti> expoied to the inlults of a vlc- 
t;otioys enemy for sAI his forcc#^vtre etitifely defeated* 

The Prhice of donde ha*! taken Ipre In Flanders ; a*id 
the Aiehduke ofTAufttia^haa rendeted himfelf maftet^ of 
Couitray, Without diawing a foord, *%>r fihilg a gun ^ 
The ]y[ar(jrcm de’ Rantzau bait made au MAhki py attempt 
to Cutpiife Oln.cnd, a fi.a-to\vir in ^Fkuidti^ ; 'for; carri^hg 
hib forcLs by* watei, as foon Us he had fended hit men, a 
tcirpcfi iiufc, and drove all his fiiips out to fca ; fo that, 
bwing enconipafild by a numerous aMy*df his eilniinies, 
and baving^o wny tb he and jl hit troops were 

niidi prifoiiL^S. t t»- * v 

. Fion rht fca wt have ildtice tlmfi ' tlifte fias biea a 
ombat iMwcen the RKfhheu, coi(mwn<ter^Q£ 

tlR‘ija\'’ f<»iLs fuittto afiift tilt* Kcbpofichn xevolters^ 
and 1j ri J< hn oi Ahfliia, h<Miir«d^o^tthe SpmitOi fifell on 
thaj coaF*, but the Ifiiie of thd'battle is not yet kfidHro, 

» 4 
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tih<K|gh mtfft peo^ gtteft thtividorf tt>l>e on the Ftelich 
fidct in rcgiid Cardinal Mararini >hiH], by the advi<^ of 
aft Indian flu^Konr^htf ‘oau&d nit' the fi^ch ihips to be. 
pInftiDred Dtfile with alunii rf6 6r$>{hip£^can%uit 

tllFm. The Spaniavda make great ill? of thefb fine-fhipa 
in dH their iieadight^ hating learned to their coft, frdm 
the Soglifliy^what damage tbefe v^flels do, when they 
formerly loft their whole Annada, which they b^re 
termed Invincible, and with which they failed to conquer 
that illand. 

From Catalonia the pofta bring news which pleafes the 
wives and fiiends of the ibldiera in <thofe parts $Jur the 
Marefchal dc Schomberg has cut in pieces theSpanilh ar- 
my, taken Toitofa by alTault*, where the foldiers found a 
booty of above fifteen hundred thoufand livro. 

A courier is come from Swedeland^ who biwgs an ac- 
count of a kte formidable confpiiftey in Kuffia agahA 
the life of the Czar, The greateft paM tif the Mufeorite 
grandees were concerned in this plN^ defighitig to change 
the form of government, and divide t^ mighty empht 
into ieveral prlndpalitict, whtkeof fnfy one of the o(lr» 
fpiratois Ihonld h«*« A iQiam t and that ahoy ihould be 
all fiibjeft to ontchia^^hft ftftuid be ekifted bjr the itft, 
after the manntir of Oeraiany, To this purpofe they had 
made a private treaty with the Tsitarst' Morofeph, the 
prime minifter of and tha Chabceltor Naraii, were 
of the confpiracy. Perhaps thqiu wih tament the firtc of 
the hitter, ^Ting-recefvrd.eawaordiiiary mdlities finAn 
him when thou weift ar that •eotut- * t 

Ikiipumph, fop oft (hdipainiardh oftMofeo, reveakd 
the 1 ^ mth.^he.namea tpf the^c<»fpfij|toTb, to the 
Grand Duke, who fent for them next day to his palace, 
uKtences, 'whord he Commanded t}iem ail to 
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be klUtcly and their bpdm ta be throve iUie Sa 
th^ftreets of that city. 

I'hc Freach^ report tibnj|;r of iSidlaii* IbrrilhA>^ 

1 \viih at the SnibltmeffiWtd * If tiik>a haft)4ib^ 

Umc dofiree, reveal ldieio*i^ JObiM forirthy fericul ; ^ 

ibme times a mfui’a beft thoof^b noU be*filtei]ifeted for 
ticafon. *Adwu<i o i 

V^ti^ 15th or the foth Moon, of the veor 1648. 

* t r* 


KfX.— 9%^M?6 ftk 

1 HV rencrable letters are con^ Yafc tO ttiy hatids, bflng- 
iiig light and tonfoloCion to the faithfol exile. With pro- 
ioondcil revNereatce 1 kiffed tuid unfolded thejpapert which 
<son\aia tb^« fticMd indruAtofix of the vicar 4 »f God 1 
blefled ih$fciffvvb4ht I read thcchaige of royal enormt- 
tic^ the eaoibitaift'^ia^^ df k diufltdnra* emperor^ and 
the profinatioli of tbd thtone founded on juSkiee. Thou 
haft prevented die ^tufaka of utoo ferupotons loyalty, by 
aflbrHig nlef^tfallt it ba fundaEmentoi makfin of our law, 
** That all inea in tbe woiUy without reipeft of birth or 
quality, arc obliged to appear bolbre Aie juftice of God ; 
and that he wh6 obey% not tbe law is no mufliilAan ; and 
if the cmpeiot himfidf be in this numbctv he ought to be 
d^ofed forthwith.*’ « * 

This has Ihbundantly iatisfied my confeienee, coming 
fiom the hands of him fKim whofe fentence there can be 
ncT appeal on earth. I IhaB therefore readily obey thy 
orders, and, wlthput d^mur, put in exectftion what thou 
haft commanded me. ^ * 

Who can blame the juft indfgnafeidh -of Sultan M<nraA * 
who, in defence of her chaftity, thtesttened tO 

^5 
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flfrtth iiBtopanMUiiik die bneft of her fovere^ i But, 
inoon^MmUf] ii»rt enmcnt «a» tby daughte/a virtue, 
‘Hldj tiid of die mighty r<i> 

^lhBr,mAer fliedrte^utodMiMNdd, Itkc’anotl^ Luurd-* 
kiayliavelftalJIdiliieii^yiMid fim nofcheeo pittyanted hy 
4fbe fuhut How im hetfuUidd die gjiiiij of the Ofman 
«n>e by tlM(|r effeaainto yicc8y^ \S1i4t aa indignity haa 
he committed againft-our holy huHT agaioft the pnncipl 
patruarch tif the eledt 1 , Mda^ more nolde was the catiti' 
inmct of df« AfHgM So^io, who^ when u the fconqueft 
wf KeW CCKhagei a 4ii|pti of adnuacMe beauty yeas cho« 
fen from dnyMijg the capthresimid fodfegited talliiiiywotdd 
by no aiemia de61e hei^ but moored her again without 
bidhHK to her parents, &ying wichid to ihole that flood 
neai* h!^ ** Weib 1 a private min I wmdd giatiiy my 
paffion by the wdjeyment of itbifr 4o«tIy mndf but it 
becomes fto^ thelMiderof an army t» g»e io bad aa «(:• 
ample, uo^hohiNpieroreo'yMld bn hmid; to the charms 
of captive.** t * t«»ti 

But it fh^ms that Suhati Ibfahtai was i|dier asihhious 
of the chartAbr Of AuguftMotheJIoBniai emperor, of 
whom b id iUd, thA h« wbtrijfMod My weswu in his 
Ittft ; imt if be tail! bit oyclofa a heaudful hdy, dumgb 
lier hufband tt€re CHfc dvftc^iuHty la the empue, he 
vmtddinMMdfatdl^’^^ Ins offiodn to bnng her to bun, « 
vl^to taetlisWbf flfrte* V 

The philo l bpher 'AMiefthdortBs was vctyJntioflhc 
With thitlDomirdi, toWt' » prttCf method |o lafann ihib 
4icl 111 t fot 'tHiehithk cmpeMr one day liad 

l^t a dhrfP feddddr bhtir fbl' a.certaia «oble woman, of 
Bile BdtdemP'^’ChWttb theiphita&phar, fnuing fimie 
’*WUIiilrmi{^<d^^ fAi*'tlMC tAs very popular 

ho gtKt before to the 
*iidyW>lpai^HMflm^aidatfogb^^ foe eompla'" 
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ed to her huflund o£ the isdignity dhatt wUjfiiSitdbhMV 
boifiog with anger, thieatebed'taftab tfailtiaBa^biigtri 
of 'the emperor when llhcf chilM<) Imbfdiit fwndtnt phBo- 
fophelr |^p«a£& fteid laadb, Imd fkdp dedesfl vftit of (the 
ladyh ippaitU 'whitdpww graaked himit iHe ifiKm ipub it 
on, an^ hiding kit 9iUui under hie robM^ enteniS thq 
fedan, pcrfonatiDgiitKh'lady. The ncflengen, who kncv 
« 0 'Other, carried 1dm mwkj to the empehor : Hei height* 
ened with dcfire^ made hade 'to open tbd fedaa Umfelf, 
when Atheiiodordt, fudikn^ drawing hit i\^d, locked 
forth t^on bun, foyiag> Thuf nughfeft thou baie bten 

muodetvd : Wih «h«u never the vm which ig at* 
teodedf with fo much danger^ Ic^fy and'rtrrenge might 
have foldUtatod an aifid&n thus difgjttded in my rooaa ; 
but I tookrware of thy life ; henceforth take warning.** 
The eopetor, 'pleafed with tlie phUofopher*a ftratagem, 
gave him teUitalrntg of gold, thanhutg him for thit fea* 
fonable* doi«e6bb%t arid from thatjiime began to lefthun 
unlawful pleafutet, applying himfelf to a virtuoue life. 

Thou foeft,. ha^ prdat^, that by pemfing ^e bifto* 
rieernf aoaciMg, a maHtinay furailb himfolf with oTe* 
ful txamphwitaod^neper obforfotiona J, always keep by 
me jE^utarch’s Worka and llheie of Livy, p Ronun faifio- 
rian i as alfo Tacitus, urho hit ^ the aagah of ithat ibr* 
midabl* empire to pod^ty. It.wre ,at defuaUe thing, 
that Uie nyifliilman feribes were empfoy^ed in traudating 
fuch records as tbefie into ^ f Arabic jur Tprkjflt Ian* 
guages t t^t fo the ^nie ^itbfu), who ufi ,defti|ied, by 
God to conqiner the pierldi. niay.aot he jgnopmt of ^e 
vtcmoraUe ttan&Aions of,fonipcr of ^ur 

• fultant have been ou^ous $0 Plqta^^q inrjtjqgs jcp. 
dece<\mlheRimiiiard||iee«Upathe QtPm Tjh«i^gye 

other mcnunra iiq| IsA iifoilth.<hie hihAw** it, 
into tby keartiilh>«i»unci(ifo.^pSl^ 
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^hole o(j ^ re%ned tg God wjU be indebted to 

fiither of i|)e Tjipu^rt eol^hune^ \yitli aU 

kn'pwledge ^d Pefy^tow' V^ou bajf leafons^ 

to divett thfe from fo<^ tn^ ep);er|^ntt» winch I •cannot 
4COfhprchend. "" *!^hcrefore t ^Utl^ ly^h duft» 

and ncqaiefce. mi - * 

All to the late vfirolutioni. J, djfpnte the tvtll 

of my fupcriors. ^owcw, I receive the oe^va of that 
tragedy with lefs d^fcgnteyitM in jygar^ thou thyfetff wlui 
art the oracle of ihq pufluhna^ haft thought H to dc- 
pofe Sultan Ihrahin>f u%jg h^jpeh the adtice and confcnt 
of his own mother^ and of Mahmnt ^afla» wjth tnat of 
the Januar Agai who* nejrt tojthyfclfy aie two the moll 
knowing fa^es in the empm. 

What remainst hut that I fliall pray for the hjjikg life 
of Sultan Mahomet ? defirxng alfpy that Ifeeven may i(b 
direct: hts councils, that be may njtvep fny thing to 
merit the fate of his unhappy &ther« 


Pani, X Jth of die ii(ti Moon, of^the Tear 1648. 
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At leogtli deputies of the Ntuaicne princes at Mun- 
fU| have concluded % peaoe t They h^Tc bedi thtfc fix 
yens dcbajtiivy about trifles au^ punQjUoit as it the man- 
ned pf tbn Gbriftiam even {n tlie moil mipdltaot affiiin. 
This tFeaty.«ras fiy;oed the 2 ^ of the Uft moon* when ' 
an figrthen hoft3ities ocafed. oii aB .fidet* jjHMfcon tfie 
part! ot France and Spain* whdfe^quatreSjPBtlty no 
meafls be grafted ^ tl^ IpntenJi agieenufi^tt CWftea- 
dolb. 
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« Thou haft by this tiihe heai^ the 
em(^tioo8 iu this city> the Cd^f 

• and Parllamcntawith the thort ^ge ojfTw^ tfow thin;^ 
*feem tobe cotn^ed^ calm; but ft ma/ouly 

piove a^trucC) whil6 bodT^fttej take breathy to rtt% up- 
on each otbe/ Di^fth tht! greater vioktice* The city is un« 
ideafurably rich and populous^ and can arm an hitodred 
thouiand men ai an houi^s warning ; the paiKament a^ 
bets their quarrel t 'Phis encourages them to vie with the 
court : The merchants H4^e like j^tiy kings ; abundance 
of gold fifis them with pnde and ambition : Whilft the 
court in, the dfean time are clofe ahd refervedy projeding 
how to deftfdf the fa£tk>Dy and aflert the rega* authority. 
The queen-regent is refolute and fevercy yet fiiffers her- 
felf to be molhfied with the milder counfels of Cardinal 
Maaarini and the Duke of Oileans. ^ 

In the beginning of this reigOy 1 gave an account io 
the mlnifttrs oir tl^^^ortCy of the Duke of Beaufort’s 
imptifomnent in the Caftle of the Wood of VincienneSy 
which IS one of the king’s palaces : This prince is now 
cfcapcd from his confincmenty and come into the city.. 
The faeUous cry him up for a patriot, and are refolved to 
pnitt^ him their lives and fortunes. 

" Jf thou yet ttalneft thy health and vigopr, thou art 
happy : As for me, I feel continual decays ; yet am no^ 
troubled, perceiving, at the fame thfie^ that 1 approach 
ntaier to immortality ; wherefore t nMtlHfr jCeek reftora* 
t>ves, nor coi#uh pbyfictans, but, fufTcring Oiyfelf to dif* 
foUe gradually, I die with pleafurc, pluming and prepar- 
1 ^ dub ready td take whig 4br a mere 

’’wis, ff ^Ioon, oftlic * 
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I Airndt farprifed ki thejnom lt>ra£lm*a be«- 

injf dlpofed and ithuigled i It ja faut Mrliat I ba^ for a 
long time feared : Thcfc reillefs jani/ar&e wil} rain the 
Qttoaam -empire. Meitbcr am t ftaitled to hear that bit. 
aacther ^as aecefikry (o his fidi, having a double xnotiYe» 
ambition and revenge, to induce her con(cnt. She al- 
ways afieded to rule, and therefore could not brook die 
fultati’s refolute managemerit of affairs, without following 
her advice. Befides, flic could not eafily fbrget Jber di£« 
grace and conflnement on the account of the Armenian 
lady’s death. 

But I am ailottiihed and vexed to hear, that the mufti 
(hould be concerned in fo Black a tragedy. How fliall 
we have the confidence hereafter to reproach the Chrifit* 
ans with their frequent treafbns and*Vtturdtiing of their 
kings, fince it will b^ eafy for them to rctoit, ahat die 
fiipreme patriarch of our Jaw has entered into the fccret 
of rebels, cotifpiicd the death of his fovcieign, and cauftd 
him to be depofed and ftrangkd i 

» A>s for the aga of the janizaries, I fuppofe him rather 
overawed into the confpirAcy, by the* forcible ledfons aiuf 
elegant parok of the multi, than any ways voluntauly 
engaging himfelir in crimes, to which he feems to hsive <io 
inclination. Befides, he coukl not refufe to make out in 
the party, after it had once been pi*opofedao him, unkft 
he were refolved to be the firft of their jealou^ , 

'and be murdoed himfelf, to pievent the dilcovery of u e 
rtft. Yet his duty and honour ought to have fupciftdLd 
all Other confideiptions i and he Ihould nave cbofin to 
hie in his dleglaiHW, rather than to five ftained with 
fold a criflde. « 
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Hovcvci It bt, I iannot appiove ihur trcafon ; for, 

► h'»t(.\u ibe Mccs ot the (ultaa were, tjicy had no ri|rht 
.opjnifti him: Jie was accotinta))Ie to^Aone but God : 
%nd they in\?dLd tbc^ierogatiYeof Hcaveoi^iDdcAlirobing 
liim, the divine^ prOTidence had utvaftod with the 

imperial diadem^ 

Much lefs can I approve their impiety, in defiuntf^ 
him now he it dead : Neither can I in confcienco comply 
M ith the tnjunftions of the mufti, w]|p has oQnktnanded 
me, in a letter, to fpreadan ill cLaraAer oj Sultan Ibra- 
him among the Chriftimis, tlmi his own proceedings 
may appear juft. It is true, 1 otre much to tlie authori*- 
ty of this foverdgn guide of true believers; yet I muft 
not, to pay this debt, turn bankrupt of my reafon : I 
owe foinething to myftlf, and to the diftingui/hing cha^ 
raAer of a n art. I promided him, indeed, to obey his 
commands in this point ; but he that has given me a dif- 
penfation for all tfaf lies anrTpeijuries I (hall be guilty of 
in Paris, will, I kqie, pardon me, if I turn my own 
conftflbr, and abfolvo-fnyftlf for not perfonmsg my word 
to him in this point. ^ 

I im not often guilty of afperiiog the hving, but I ab- 
hor to injure the dead, left 1 fiiduld meur the fate of him, 
who, bcti g at ctiinity with a famous wrtfller, purfued him 
with malice and revtr ge, tven in his grave ; foi, envying 
the hfinoui that was due to this vreilkr’s anenoty, in 
that his ilatue was f<t trp in a public placf, be went pri- 
'itcly one id gilt, with dvfign to thrt/w the ftatuc down ; 
Ijjit aftci lit h td fpitefUily dishgurcd it in deveial paiis 
With a hammer, ami was bui) in working ha overthrow, 
the im^gc On a fuddcn^fcll on him, and crufhed him to 
V ith ; as if ihe IpirSt of him it reprefeuted had 

^iven It rhib fall, to revenge Ummalnx of bs ad\erfarpii 
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C«rtilitot]rlflie ‘aircicrjts were not Igaorant vhat they 
fiihiy cthetfage coiunfch, they a4v/cd/nor- 

tali;* ^ dNTdt to ill of the dead} butr to cfl^^em them* 
fiief^}**#ho are gone ‘into the immortal date.” And 
Phto^t had "thb motto on it,' ^ It is eafitr \o pro- 
voke the 'dead, thdn to paei^y them when once provok- 
ed intimating thereby, that the fonls of the depaited 
att fimilbfe of the injuries that are done them by the liv- 
ing. ^ 

Therefore I wiS ihon detmdion, efgecially of the dead; 
and, if I cannot fay mheh hi praife of Sultan" Ibrahim’s 
virtues, let his viees be buried with him in etm. d obli- 
vion. * 

1 run' no haaards in writing thus frankly to thee, be- 
ing affured of thy fidelity. 'Befides, death (which is the 
word punifliment can be inflidted on me for what I Iiave 
faid, ihould it be known), would not ^ bitter, when gi- 
ven By a frtend. Dear Dgnet, adieu. 

Paris, aoth of the id Moon, of the Ytar 16 19 * 


XXU.— To Danecmar Kesrou, Kadtlefqwr of Rth 
manta* 

a 

ViT HEN I informed thee how the. Scots had folS their 
king to the EnglTih rebels, it was eafy to prefage tlic 
eonrcquemie without a levclatloh. When fo^crcign mo- 
narchs become the merchandife of fadions, they comj^ 
monly »t>^y the price srith their owtt blood ; and thcic ar? 
few examples of princes that ha^J b«!en^mprifoned by 
their fflbjc^iS, and Wt hk|| eicaped a violent death ; h r 
who hare once advmed%> Far in thdr treafon, as 
to'fdze the perfon of thtfhr 'fevereiga, can never 
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with fafety to tliemfelves^ or at Icaijl; theiv own gt^ilt 
make? them think fo. The,.CQi0f<i[pu(nffr' wfeat 
'have alr^dy d(tie prompts th^l to ^n:>qee4,/1ii 
wickedncfs ; and thejr^ ^cfpair of faving; theip. 
makes tfiem conclufle it npceffary yvjhofb 

violated majeilyi they fear, nevee pa^>n fojmpiidQnt. 
an efTay of treafon.^ * . ^ 

But the method which, tI^,Bugli(h havO; ita mni^ 
dcr their king has not a precedent in hiftory : Th^e ji^f . 
fidels have out^npped all. for^p: iuj[ tho.lOOOltjvo 

ance and ,^»ecuti<an of ^eir Acy h?iVfi cyen 

pafled th^mfelves, t r' 

It has been ufual for traitors to take away the life of a . 
deppfed monarch priv^tely^ by pojlfoQ or afiSiQip,. tidier In 
r^ped to l^is roy^l |3loo4} pr to avoid the poffil^ity ^ a . 
refeue from ahy of his loyal friends 'and fubjedb ; but|, 
thefe barbariaits refolvtd publit^ly tp«infult pa 
lly,' to brave thcVliole world m*the.,p|cecittioa .of their^^. 
viilany, and make a pompous copelufion of their treafons; 
for they ere^Tljil a nc«r i'viin, or court of judicature, com* 
pofed <»f the moil infamous tiaaiturs ; there they formally 
(lied their fo vert ign by a laworUieir own making, con* 
demned him as a tyr.mi and a traitor, and, iinally, caufed 
lis head to be chopl ^d cfF with an axe, by an lexecution- 
t-r, bcfor(;,,thf gates of Lis own palace, in the fight of 
thoufands of his fubjeetb, iba^ fo they p^bt appesp*, 
ft) miic'H to kill their king, as La dcfiroy.thc monarchy iti* v 
lelf, .m 1 triimn^jh in ita luin- _ ^ * ,■ ^ 

.^a.1- tl.oji, O yentr^le judge .of, faithful! ewf . 
n. -'ur heard, of. iueh a darhig trcjjfc^l ihU ‘S>VTs>pe 
lUrties at the,, inuo^rouf and Cardinal; h$a;»arint , 

hmv If, why carped o;i .that jptl,va^ wj^-.pf fiidipat.dOoj 
in Englani^ijphufe,^ threada.|ya.grudftceffw,«Ri4^rfj 
Ijci^ha^fpun, yet exj)iTi^d,.an horror at.the jiew* 
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tragedy } and 1 look not on thii to be an artiAcc of po- 
^cy in him tpi bSttd the world* but a leal difcovery'of hib 
fettCuftedeA ; for he is too generous to appiot e Jo barba- 
a'^zoeeednig againft’a fovereign monarch* though his 

* Thd otket* day he wfas heiEtd to fay, « Tliat-ih revenge 
of tke^king’i nlurdcr, he wqjj^ld embafrafa the councils of 
the Sngtlih rebels mote than be had done thofe of thtli 
foverggn ** * • 

l^hifl^im not %okeil ib fccrcdy, but M&hmut had in* 
telligedbeof h wifliin an hoiir| for i have nl6re ears in 
Parif than thofe id^idy^bead to bitarken'afteO the in- 
tiigues of^this fttkiifter, and k Will be dtffie^t for hiin 
hereafter to fpcak, write, or a£b any thing, not even 
in 1 m» prMh^e dlofct, which wdi Hot be difetofed to me. 

Yet^ though 1 thus watch his motioifnl as an enemy, j 
and do toy utidbft to ttoder !uv 3dign« againft the Otto, 
nian Porte tneSeftua!, 1 danhot in tny hehrt Condemn this 
minifter, who sfD the whSe afU but the pa*t df a fahhf^il 
fervant, and an able (takefman, in^firiving to aggiandiic 
bis maftei« • 

His fuppoitin^ alfo the feflions in En£,land, and n m- 
nihing the difcontents of that giddy-headcd people, ^ v^c 
but the refult of Ins zeal for his countiy, md ior tlu^ 
church, wbeteof he is one of the piiiicipabmy[M ; it he* 
ing evident from his grief at that king’s miirS^ that he 
bore no maliec a rainft him, but onl) fought to liii i ^)le 
him into terms of comph ince with France? « 

Wlien I fay this, I fuppofe the cardinal's forrow dn 
tliat account to be fiee from fi^ion; but a ho knows ^ n 
the adUons of ibitefmen are um’ifgutfefb and when no^ ^ 
For I am well affured, that whxlft his agents wcie bufy ^ 
embroiling that nation, he promifed the cmI d Eng^i 
queen to alBH her liufbaad with flUkti and jvon^f dj 
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thofe very rtbds \vith whom he held a pi & ate correrpopd- 
ence» and to whom hts cuilt.i 8 weie really open, 
i MoH of the European ilattfinln are corrupted wktfl 
the maxin s of a ceitain famous writer^ whom they call 
MacliiavJ. TliiS ftatc caiuid h?s tai ght them tq beagle 
al 110 Cl lines tthich may ad\ancc the eticls they aim at ; 
eveiy thinj^ m las opi iion, bci»ig honed that Is fuccefs- 
fuL Thus, policy among tlic Na/aicnes is degenerated 
into foulid c aft ; and that which uas once 4 pdrvedly €- 
dccnifd a vntue, ncceffary to the govcinments of the 
VI Olid, lb now turned inco a vice, of which the very out- 
laws, fieebooierst and pirates, aic afhamed. 

God, who fufftred the eaxtli to be inhabited by angels, 
fui an infiiute number of ages before he created Adam ; 
and then expelling them hence for their wickedpels, and 
tui ning them to devils, gave this globe for a dwelling- 
place to men, grant, that the cnoimous ctimcb of moitals 
nia} not provoke hio^^to cxtcripmiite our human lace, and 
reftore the devils to their ancient habitatious. 

Paris, xsth of the id Moon, of t^e >ear 1649 

FND or VOLUME THIXD. 

IPiIiittd h'' M ondfli a Son,? 

k'n al DaiOSClore, P djubvi gh 3 









